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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 
ED Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
ED Routine 


CLASSIFICATION : 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 3/24/94 




ft 


■\£ f 


! 


TO 




% 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
(Attn: SSA[ 


b 7 C 


Public Corruption Unit) 


FROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, SACRAM^™^U94B-SC-23790) (P) 

LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, Councilman, 

Clovis City*jCouncil, Clovis, California; 

.JEFFREY T.**KQBERTS, dba 

JEFFREY T. ^ROBERTS PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICE, 
Fresno, ^Caflifornia; 

WILLI AM^TATHAM, JR. - VICTIM; 

CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL b ‘ 

(00: SC) b?: 


For the information of FBIHO . on 3/16/94. \ 


1 San 


] 


Francisco, Cal ifornia, telephonicall y contacted AUSA JOHN K. 
yTNPFMT and s ft I J Sacramento Division, and 

[Eastern Distr ii»+ n-F Paiifmrn j.a 


I | 

(EDC) , and territory of the Sacramento Division,! 





7& <&%***T~ AifT?b UHTM A Ut 

Transmitted JA'/y/ Per 

\ ' /tp: \ 


(Number) 


(Time) 





194B-SC-23790 


I I City Council hearing 

(where pro-growth was being challenged by at least 200 people in 
the audience) SORENSEN led the effort to convince fellow City 
Counci lmembers to approve amendincr the citv's creneral plan and 


for pre-zoning appr 




Since members of the Clovis City Planning Commis- 
sion had unanimously approved the project and pre-zoning and map 
change both fel 
lan amendment. 


IST3.1 



council's agenaa wirn tne expectation mat tine council wouia vote 
on the project at a subsequent Council hearing. 



5 


b7C 

b7D 





194B-SC-23790 


On 3/19/94, the investigating agent confronted both 
ROBERTS and SORENSEN concerning captioned matter and provided 
each a letter from AUSA JOHN K. VINCENT, indicatin g they were now 
"targets 11 of a grand jury investigation . | lindicated any 


/+ to 


194B-SC-23790 


United States Attorney's Opinion: 


Based upon I I AUSA 

JOHN K. VINCENT and United States Attorney CHARLES J. STEVENS, 
Eastern District of California, Sacramento, felt that an 
investigation was warranted into the activities of subjects 
SORENSEN and ROBERTS for violations of extortion, money 
laundering, and attempted extortion. USA STEVENS concurred that 



LEADS 

SACRAMENTO DIVISION 

AT CLOVIS. CALIFORNIA 
Investigation continuing. 
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FD ; 759 {Rev. 5-31-91) 

To: 'Director, FBI { 

v AttnrXIDb -PCU, 


w 


HrWn: SAC. SACRAMENTO . 194B-S( 

0 “ H7 : 

Titje .LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN,. COUNCILMAN, 
CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, ^ 

CLOVIS, CA; JEFFREY T. ROBERTS, dba- 
^JEFFREY T. "ROBERTS, PLANNING -AND 
DEVELOPMENT^SERVICE,- FRESNO, CA; 
WILLIAM TfflHM, JR - VICTIM; CSLPO - 
LOCAL LEVEL; 00: SC 


1 . Reason for Proposed Use: (Check) 

0 Corroborate □ Protect □ Protect 

Testimony Consenting Government 

Party Property 

□ Other (Specify) _ 


Section 

5.94B-SC-23790 )(P) 


Date: 3/24/94 


Consenting Party (Check one) 

□ Nonconfidential Party 

□ Confidential Source 
0 Cooperative Witness 


Duration of proposed use: 
(Not to exceed 30 day af 

Date Authorized: 

Expiration Date: 


' Notification of SAC Authority Granted 
for Emergency Use 

of Consensual Monitoring Equipment (Nontelephonic) 

Form must be submitted within 5 working days of the date 
authorization was granted. 


2. Type of Equipment: (Check) 

0 Transmitter/ . □ Microphone/ 0 Concealed 
Receiver - Amplifier Recorder 

□ Other (Specify) 


4. Interceptee(s): (Include Title if Public Official) 



(Name) 


6, installation of Equipment: (Check) 

□ Concealed on Person □ In Vehicle 

□ In Motel Room H Other (Specify) 


7. Location where equipment 
will be utilized: (City and State) 


Clovis, California 


The following requirements have been fulfilled: 

0 a. Consenting party has agreed to testify. 

0 b. Consenting party has executed consent form. 

0 c. Recording/transmitting device will only be activated 
when consenting party is present. 


10. Violation(s): Title(s)_ 


Sec(s)„ 


1951 


U.S.C. 


Government attorney in judicial district where interception 
will take place foresees no entrapment and concurs in the use of 
this technique being appropriate.^^^_^^^^ 

B Yes □ No Date ^ 

Identity of Gov't Atty. CHARLES J * STEVENS , USA 
Judicial PistricE ASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORN IA 
C PcA- l~j i~Th ere 


11. DO J notification required 0 Yes □ No If "Yes" check reason below: 

□ Interception relates to an investigation of a member of Congress, a Federal judge, member of the Executive Branch at Executive 
Level IV or above, or a person who has served in such capacity within the previous 2 years. 

0 Interception relates to an investigation of any public official and the offense investigated is one involving bribery, conflict of interest, or 
extortion relating to the performance of his/her official duties. j * j - j s { y* 

□ Interception relates to an investigation of a Federal law enforcement official. / L/j vy ■=* 

□ Consenting/nonconsenting person is a member of the diplomatic corps of a foreign country. 

□ Consenting/nonconsenting person is or has been a member of the Witness Security Program and that fact is known to the agency 
involved or its officers. 

□ Consenting/nonconsenting person is in the custody of the Bureau of Prisons or the U.S. Marshals Service. 

□ Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, Associate Attorney General, Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division, or the 
U.S. Attorney in the district where an investigation is being conducted has requested the investigating agency to obtain prior written 
consent for making a consensual interception in a specific investigation. 


12. Synopsis of Case: (Attach additional page if necessary) 



13. Justification statement necessitating emergency authorization: 


See attached page 


2 - Bureau (Substantive Desk) 


COPY 1 


Signature Date . 

□ 17. To be executed at FBIHQ(LCD) 

(Complete only if DOJ notification is necessary) 
Signature Da/e. 


FBI/DOJ 



















*> sf 


v / f ' t 

»’ , / 

V i, f jr 

'/ .V/-/ 


Office of Enforcement Operations ; April 19, 1994 

Criminal Division 

Director, FBI 1 i 

iO i 

LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, 
CLOVIS, CA; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC ; 
OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL i 


Enclosed is a copy of a communication which furnishes 
information concerning a current investigation'. 



Pursuant to the Attorney's General's Memorandum of 


November 7, 1983, captioned "Procedures for Lawful;, 
Warrantless Interceptions of Verbal Communications;," 
addressed to the Heads and Inspectors General of 
E xecutive De partments and Agencies, the following ! 
fiotTf icatTgj?f/ request is being made relative to the, 
autnonzation to utilize an electronic device to b 
monitor and record private non-telephonic conversations 
with the consent of a party. j < 


T OtT 

Adm 

" Bw 

Olr.: 

Adm. Sons. 
Crtm.tnv. — 


Pursuant to Attorney General's Order Number 


985-82, dated August 6, 1982, captioned "Delegation of 
Authority to Authorize Television Surveillance," the 
following notification/request is being made relative 
to the authorization to utilize Closed Circuit ‘ 
Telev^sTon (CCTV) surveillance in connection with i 
cap^dfoned matter. j 

I 

Emergency authority to utilize an electronic 
device to record private non-telephonic ; 
conversations' with the consent of a party (was 

popriate FBI official on s 
for 30 days ending 1 
Exigent circumstances 


b 7 C 
b 7 D 


(/ 


precluded a request for authorization in 
advance. 

Emergency authorization to utilize Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance in * 
connection with captioned matter was granted 

by appropriate FBI official on L_ 

, for 30 days ending ■ : . ; 

Exigent circumstances precluded a request for 
authorization 


LogatCoun. 
Boe. Mgnl 
T«cft.8«m 
TrtWng 
;Affm.Ott. 
Of EEO_ 
Liaison & 
tat Aft*. — 


I - Elsur 





Index , 


IMD 


ion in advance. j *0 

\Qqft~SC 


T57 


b r 


of Public Aft*.— 

' ■» SoeV MAIL ROOt* 


•f 


,/f) 




Memorandum from Director, FBI to Office of Enforcement Operations 
RE: LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, 

CLOVIS, CA; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LOCAL LEVEL 


3. As further utilization of an electronic device 

to monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party is 
expected in this matter, it is requested that 
you approve the use of this equipment for a 

period of 60 days beginning 

and ending . 

4. As further use of CCTV is expected in this 

matter, it is requested that your office 
approve the use of this equipment for a period 

of 60 days beginning and 

ending 

5, Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party for 

a period of .60 days beginning 

and ending . 

6. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of CCTV surveillance for a 

period of 6_0 days beginning 

and ending . 

The use of these electronic devices in this case is 
being recommended in the best interest of effective law 
enforcement in that they are expected to provide corroborative 
evidence and/or protect the individual (s) utilizing the 
equipment. 


The use of CCTV will not involve any trespass and it 
will be utilized only when a consenting party is present. The 
CCTV will be under the care, custody and control of the FBI. 


Enclosure 


APPROVED: 

Director 

Dep. Dir 

ADD-Adm 

AQO-lnv. 


Mm. Sww«. \ * Jwaariten On. of EEO Alft 

Crim. tow. / tntell. rw of Liston 

Grim. Jui/Tmo. Laboratory & !nt Affs, 

Serw Legal Cowl Oft. of Public 

Went Tocb Sotvs & Cong. 

Wo. MgmL Training TOM Of*. 
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION 


FROM: 


CONTACT: 


TITLE: 


Criminal Investigative. Division ■ 

Public Corruption/Civil Rights Section 


Sacramento ( 194B-SC-2379G) (Enel. 3) . 

Elsur Coordinator [ 

Information Management Division (Enel. 1) 


Elsur UniiO 

a/ 


LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, 
CLOVIS, CA; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC. 
OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL; 00: SACRAMENTO 


ENCL: 


Sacramento FD-759 dated 3/24/94 


Department of Justice memorandum .dated 4/19/94 



PURPOSE (S) : To advise the Sacramento Divisi 

tn i-hp no.T for consensual monitoring beginning 


DETAILS : Enclosed are two copies of a | memorandum from the 

Director to the Office of Enforcement Operations (OEO) , Criminal 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, upon which OEO was apprised 
of the use of a transmitting and/or recording device which 
authorization was granted by the SAC due to* exigent 
circumstances. This authority is for a 30 day period commencing ' 

I I f b7D 


You are to submit an FD-621 ;within 30 days of the 
expiration of this authorization furnishing information Regarding 
use of the equipment in accordance with MIOG, Part II, Section 
10-10.3(9). 

t ‘ 

In the event a renewal of this authorization is 
deemed. warranted, submit your request withj full justification at 
least seven days prior to the expiration of the existing 


authorization, in compliance, witf 

10-10.3(9). flPPEJnUm* Crim.lPviM 

RtTmJtm Crim.Jus®. 

a Servs 

^ i s/V- Director Finance 

info. Res. 

r\ Deputy Director Inspection. 

f\y - File # (194B-SC-23790) 

1 - Working Copy / C-/C 

’ SKY : deh (6) I * 


, Laboratory!, 
LegalCoonsel 
. National Sec.. 
. Personnel 
. Traintn^_L_ 


Part II, Section 


Off. of FED 

Affairs 

Off.ofPubtic 

&Cong.Affs. 


[$- Sc-^tSo- V 






- , . 


Memorandum 



To 


From : 


Subject : 


Office of Enforcement Operations Dat< ApriL 19, 1994 
Criminal Division 


D 



r, FBI 


LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, 
CLOVIS, CA; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL 


Enclosed is a copy of a communication which furnishes 
information concerning a current investigation.. 

^Pursuant to the Attorney's General's Memorandum of 
November 7, 1983, captioned . "Procedures for Lawful, 
Warrantless Interceptions of Verbal Communications," 
addressed to the Heads and Inspectors General of 
Ex ecutive^Re ipartments and Agencies, the following 
jTtStif icdtior r/reguest is being made relative to the 
authorization to utilize an electronic device to ‘ . 
monitor and record private non-telephonic conversations 
with the consent of a party. ' 

Pursuant to Attorney General's Order Number , ' 

985-82, dated August 6, 1982, captioned "Delegation of 
Authority to Authorize Television Surveillance/' the 
following notification/request is being made relative ' 
to the /authorization to utilize Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) surveillance in connection 'with 
captyoned matter. ■ 

Emergency authority to utilize an electronic 
device to record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party was 
grant p<i hv an ap propriate FBI official 
_, for 20 days ending 

I . Exigent circumstances 

uest for authorization in 


advance . 


Appro-; 

(Pursuant to the Authority of til© 
Attorney General 1 1 - 7 * 83 )^ 


Emergency authorization to utilize Closed 
Circuit Television . (CCTV) surveillance ' in 
connection with captioned matter was granted p 

by appropriate FBI official on . 

, for 30 days- ending __ . ' 

'^Exigent -circumstances precluded a request for 
^authorization in advance. 





Pi- t, /A 


Maureen KUlion 
Associate Director 
Office of Enforcement Operations 



Date:.. APR ? 1 1994- 



Memorandum from Director, FBI to Office of Enforcement Operations 
RE: LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, 

CLOVIS, CA; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - 
LOCAL LEVEL 

3. As further utilization of an electronic device 

to monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party is 
expected in this matter, it is requested that 
you approve the use of this equipment for a 

period of ,60 days beginning 

and ending . 

4. As further use of CCTV is expected in this 

matter, it is requested that your office 
approve the use of this equipment for a period 

of 60 days beginning and 

ending 

5. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party for 

a period of 6_0 days beginning 

and ending . 

6. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of CCTV surveillance for a 

period of 60 days beginning 

and ending . 

The use of these electronic devices in this case is 
being recommended in the best interest of effective law 
enforcement in that they are expected to provide corroborative 
evidence and/or protect the individual (s) utilizing the 
equipment . 


The use of CCTV will not involve any trespass and it 
will be utilized only when a consenting party is present. The 
CCTV will be under the care, custody and control of the FBI. 

Enclosure 


2 * 
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FD-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 
| 1 Facsimile 
E AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
□ Immediate 
PI Priority 
1 I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 6/23/94 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, F 
(ATTN: SSA f 


SAC, SACRAMENTO (194B-SC-23790) (P) 



LEIF CURTIS SORJ&NSEN, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVES CITY C0UNCIL, CLOVIS, CA; 

Jeffrey t. Roberts, dba - 

^P^ffrey t. Roberts planning and development service 

FRESNO, c/; 

WILLIAM J/ATHAM, JR. - VICTIM; 

CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL; 

00: SC 


Re SC airtel to the Director, dated 3/24/94. 

Enclosed for the Bureau is an original and four 
copies of a self-explanatory LHM, captioned as above. 

/auA-5C-2» r m; -5 


SACRAMENTO DIVISION 


AT CLOVIS, CA: 


Investigation continuing. 


2? - Bureau (Enc. 5 
*1 ~ Sacramento 
JJW/hs 
(4) 


"4 / ■ • • ro W CC 



p k'tP" 


Approved: 


Transmitted Per 

(Number) (Time) 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

June 22, 1994 


LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, CLOVIS, CALIFORNIA; 

JEFFREY T. ROBERTS, DOING BUSINESS AS - 
JEFFREY T. ROBERTS PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICE, 

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA; 

WILLIAM TATHAM, JR. - VICTIM; 

CORRUPTION OF STATE & LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


) ^fe-SC- 5 



LEIF CURTIS SORSENSEN; ET AL 


because the development featured more lots than permitted 


I [map approval wi 

City Planning C ommission and City Council. In accordance with 
their strategy. I 


SORENSEN 


September 7th City Council hearing, 
nvince fellow 




| | The City Council 

agreed in principle to his proposal and in a 4-1 vote, approved a 
152 lot development. Councilman PAT WINN was the disenting vote 
against the amendment. The next step called for a modified map 
to be drawn concerning the 152 lots, utilizing staff in the 
Clovis’ City Planning Department. 

On January 3, 1994, after the modified map had been 
approved by the Clovis City Planning Commission, the City Council 
again met | 




LEIF CURTIS SORSENSEN j ET AL 


United States Attorney's Ooinion 


Tt- nhmiiH .be noted based upon initial information 

, 9 JAUSA JOHN K. VINCENT and United States 

Attorney CHARLES J. STEVENS, Eastern District of California, 
Sacramento, felt that an investigation was warranted into the 
activities of subjects SORENSEN and ROBERTS for violations of 
extortion, money laundering, and attempted extortion. USA 
STEVENS concurred that utilizing a recorder in order to record 


Recent Investigation 





LEIF CURTIS SORSENSEN ? ET AL 


thereafter purchased the campaign material on behalf of the pro- 
— growth candidates for the upcoming April 12 election^- 

Examination of campaign disclosure records filed with 
the California Secretary of State's Office reflects neither 
candidate declared receiving the "in Kind" contributions, 
violating C alifornia's Fair Political Practices Act of 1974. As 
noted above, | |d&M 

SPECIALTY advertising, INC., in order to help insure that tne 
pro-growth candidates won in the upcoming April 12 Clovis City 
election. 


Intelligence information developed bv the i nvest.i aati nrr 
agent indicates subiectl 



at getting pro-growtn candidates elected to tne city council 


Because information had been developed indicating 


another development company known as KAUFMAN AND BROAD (K&B) , 



take his Fifth Amendment right not to incriminate himself and not 




it should be no ted the investigating agent has since 
reviewedl (disclosure reports and t he only 
contribution! Mentions as being received from I | is in 

an amendment 1 EftA t 'is dated after captioned matter became pub lic. 
In the amendment ,| | 

contribution whicn the investigating agent believes is related to 
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FD-621 (Rev. 4-19-89) (Nontelephonic ConijS 


iual Monitoring Usage Report) 


MKTEL 







From: SAC, SACRAMENTO (194B-SC-S331W)) 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Date : 6/3/94 


To : DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: ELSUR ,-INDEX 

Subject: LEIF CURTIS SORENSON, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVIS “CITY^COUNCIL , CLOVIS, CA; 

JEFFREY T { ^ROBERTS , dba- 
EFFREY T^ ROBERTS, PLANNIING AND DEVELPOMENT 
flFlygTfa-m PPff-qw n CA; 

]- VICTIM; CSLPO 




b"?C 


[ 


LOCAL LEVEL; 00: SACRAMENTO 



XX Emergency Authority. Re SACRAMENTO FD-759 to FBIHQ 
dated 3/24/94 captioned as above. 

Routine Authority. Re to FBIHQ 

dated and Bu to 

dated captioned as above. 


NOTE: If no confirming communication received from FBIHQ in J 
response to your request for routine use of a nontelephonic consensual)^ 
monitoring device, mark: below: *Qr 


No confirming communication received from FBIHQ to date. 

The following information relates to the use of the equipment: 

XX Its use provided information which corroborated or 

assisted in corroborating the allegation or suspicion. 

It was used, but no information of value was obtained. 

It was not used. 

(Only one of the above applies) 

Complete and submit within 30 days of expiration of each and every 
period of authorization granted for nontelephonic consensual monitoring 
by either SAC, DOJ or FBIHQ - CID (whether an initial or a subsequent 
authorization) , and for each extension or renewal thereof. 


Transmit to FBIHQ in a sealed brown envelope labeled "Director, 
FBI, ELSUR Index, FBIHQ." _ 

[O 

h(/p ' 

(J£A Bureau 

2- 194B-SC-23700 (Field Office Elsur Case Sub File) 

1- 66-682 (ELSUR control file) 





GMS/gms 

(5) 



4 , 


(03/31/95) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence 
v/To: 


ROUTINE 
DIRECTOR, FBI 


Date: 07/28/1995 

Attn: Public Corruption Unit 



From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact: 


Si{ 


proved By: 


Drafted By: JJW:bjp 

File Number (s) : 194B-SC-23790 (Pending) 


Title: 


'CHANCED 1 


LEIF CURTISJSORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVIS CITYyCjOUNCIL, CLOVIS, CA; 

DAVI D^BI LL/TQRNER , TREASURER , 

DOING BUSINESS AS ^COMMITTEE TO ELECT LEIF SORENSEN; 
GLYNN LAFAYETT^feRYANT, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVES, CITY COUNCIL, CLOVIS, CA; 

CHARLESi DAVlDyLAWSON , FORMER CLOVIS CITY MAYOR; 
SHIRLEY JEAnS^NGALLS^ FORMER CLOVIS COUNCI LWOMAN CANDIDATE; 
GLENDA JEAN&LOWE, FORMER CLOVIS CITY COUNCILWOMAN CANDIDATE; 
JEFFREY THOMA^JsROBERTS , DOING BUSINESS AS - 
JEFFREY TCJfeo BERTS PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
^SERVICES, FRESNO , CA. 

\ TINA -JILlI^OX; 

)fiJACK LLOYlf^ILLIAMS; 

DAVID^ MICHAEt/NJLLIAMS ; BOTH DOING BUSINESS AS - 
^'CALIFORNIA* COMMERCIAL LAND SALES , INC . 

FRESNO ^CALIFORNIA; 




b' 






zrt&i 


DAVID -ROBERT>MILUTINOVICH ; 


PATRICK' ROBERTy^RTUN^SDOING BUSINESS AS - 


P^JNR, INC. Z^FOAM LTD.>^^FARCO LIMITED, ALL FRESNO, CA ; 

GERALD MARV IN\HAME L , ALSO KNOWN AS - 
JERRY \HAJffi£; ALYCE FAYE&EAROUT; ALL DOING BUSINESS AS - 
>^v (^.WILLIAMSBURG MANOR INC. ^CLOVIS , CA, 

VJaMERICAN SPORTS CORPORATIONA(ASC) , RENO, NV, 

J .XdOVER HILL DEVELOPMENT, 
f£H2^ELpEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, 

A JHAMEL FAMILY TRUST, 

OVERSEAS RESOURCES LIMITED, 

JERLING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC., AND 
AET, INCORPORATED, ALL FRESNO, CA; 

EE; DIANE B.^BYBEE; BOTH DOING BUSINESS AS - 

v the^bybeeVamily trust, 


GRANT 





1 



( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 



m _ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To: DIRECTOR, FBI From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC— 23790, 07/28^.995 

KENNETH GARY/cRABTREE , DOING BUSINESS AS - 
^R. J. HILL COMPANrY, FRESNO, CA; 

VICKI LETOMELLER; 



-^JOHN ALBERT ^BONADELLE , ^7R ; BOTH DOING BUSINESS AS - 
pLAND DYNAMICS ANDoWEST CAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 

- V FRESNO,/CA; RODNEY JOHN'/dELUCA ; 

ROBERT ALAN'' MCCAFFREY, DOING BUSINESS AS - 
CMCCAFFREY CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, FRESNO, CA; 

GARY LARKIN^MC DONALD , DOING BUSINESS AS - 
SARY L. MCDONALD/ VoNS TRUCTION COMPANY, FRESNO, CA; 

CRXlG MURPHY [SjCHARTON , FORMER FRESNO CITY COUNCILMAN; 

JON CARL^n 5THOE^ON, DOING BUSINESS AS - 
[OMASON INVESTMENTS ANDfcTHOMASON DEVELOPMENT, FRESNO, CA; 
J&4ES WILLI A^/LOGAN, DBAXC^GAN AND ASSOCIATES; FRESNO, CA; 

ROBERT CHARLES^LUNG, COUNCILMAN, b/C 

FRESNO CITY COUNCIL, FRESNO, CA; 

I I FORMER FRESNO CITY COUNCILMAN; 

I I FORMER FRE SNO CITY COUNCILWOMAN ; b7 ( 

| \- VICTIM; 

CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL; 



Synopsis: Request Bureau to authorize code name as noted. On 

6/30/95, subject Jeffrey Thomas Roberts pled guilty before United 
States District Court Judge Oliver Wanger, Eastern District of 
California (EDC) , Fresno, to an Information charging him with 
Aiding and Abetting Extortion, and Subscribing to a False Tax 
Return, in violation of Title 18, USC, Section 1951, and Title 
26, USC, Section 7206 (1) in exchange for a prison sentence 
ranging between 24 - 30 months. Sentencing scheduled 10/2/95. 

On 8/1/95, Charles Stevens, United States Attorney, and Assistant 
United States Attorney (AUSA) John K. Vincent expect to request 
Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) , EDC, Sacramento, to return true bill 
charging subjects Leif Curtis Sorensen, Jack Lloyd Williams, 

David Michael Williams, David Robert Milutinovich, Kenneth Gary 
Crabtree, and Patrick Robert Fortune with a variety of criminal 
charges including violations of the RICO, Money Laundering, 
Bribery, Obstruction of Justice, Hobbs Act, Extortion, Conspiracy 
to obstruct Justice and Subscribing to a False Tax Return, all in 
violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 371, 666, 
1503, 1623, 1951, 1956, 1962 (c) , and Title 26, United States 
Code, Section 7206 (l) . Additional indictments will be 
forthcoming . 
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( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


To: 

Re: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DIRECTOR, FBI From: Sacramento 
194B-SC-23790, 07/28/1995 


Previous Title: Title marked "Changed" in order to identify 

TURNER, both BRYANTS, LAWSON, LOWE, INGALLS, COX, both WILLIAMS, 
MILUTINOVICH, FORTUNE, H AMEL, bot h BYBEES, YEAROUT, C RABTREE . 

MILLER, both BONADELLES , | I MCCAFFREY, MCDONALD,! I 

THOMASON, LOGAN, LUNG, SMITH and| | as subjects in this 

investigation. Title previously 1 carried, 1 "LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, \yiQ 
COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, CLOVIS, CA; JEFFREY T. ROBERTS, 

DOING BUSINESS AS JEF FREY T. ROBERTS PLANN ING AND DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES, FRESNO, CA ;| \ - VICTIM; CORRUPTION b/C 
OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC UFFlUiALb - LUCAL LEVEL; 00: 

SACRAMENTO . 

Reference: Sacramento airtel to the Director, 6/23/94. 

Enclosures: Original LHM plus four copies captioned as above. 

Details: As noted with respect to captioned title, Sacramento 

requests "code" name due to the number of subjects and entities 
involved. Accordingly, Sacramento suggests either of the 
following names: 


1. REZONE 

2. PAY DAY * b 7 C 

b 7 D 

3. WILD WEST 


As noted in the aforementioned synopsis, subject 

1 

indictment, 8/1/95, charging six subjects as noted. Additional 
indictments forthcoming as reflected in self explanatory enclosed 
LHM. 

Request of FBIHQ: Request code name as noted. 

Lead: 

Sacramento Division 

Sacramento. California: 

Investigation continuing. 
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U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 194B-SC-237 90 


Sacramento, CA 95825 
July 28, 1995 


CHANGED; 

LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, CLOVIS, CA; 

DAVID BILL TURNER, TREASURER, 

DOING BUSINESS AS - COMMITTEE TO ELECT LEIF SORENSEN; 
GLYNN LAFAYETTE BRYANT, COUNCILMAN, 

CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, CLOVIS, CA; 

CHARLES DAVID LAWSON, FORMER CLOVIS CITY MAYOR; 
SHIRLEY JEAN INGALLS, FORMER CLOVIS COUNCILWOMAN CANDIDATE; 
GLENDA JEAN LOWE, FORMER CLOVIS CITY COUNCILWOMAN CANDIDATE; 
JEFFREY THOMAS ROBERTS, DOING BUSINESS AS - 
JEFFREY T. ROBERTS PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

QTPP \jjTHT?Q T?T?T?gwn ; 

JACK LLOYD WILLIAMS, 

DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS, BOTH DOING BUSINESS AS - 
CALIFORNIA COMMERCIAL LAND SALES , INC . , 

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA; 

DAVID ROBERT MILUTINOVICH; 

PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE, DOING BUSINESS AS - 
PJNR, INC., FOAM LTD. AND FARCO LIMITED, ALL FRESNO, CA; 

GERALD MARVIN HAMEL, ALSO KNOWN AS - 
JERRY FT&MPr. ; l f BOTH DOING BUSINESS AS - 

WILLIAMSBURG MANOR INC., CLOVIS, CA, 

AMERICAN SPORTS CORPORATION (ASC) , RENO, NV, 

DOVER HILL DEVELOPMENT, 

HAMEL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, b/C 

HAMEL FAMILY TRUST, 

OVERSEAS RESOURCES LIMITED, 

STERLING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, INC., AND 

AET, .TNmRPnRftTEn ZL1, FRESNO, CA; 

GRANT LEE BYBEE ;| | BOTH DOING BUSINESS AS - 

THE BYBEE FAMILY TRUST, 

KENNETH GARY CRABTREE, DOING BUSINESS AS - 
R.J. HILL COMPANY, FRESNO, CA; 



JOHN ALBERT BUNADELLE, JR; DOING BUSINESS AS - 
LAND DYNAMICS AND WEST CAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, 

7\ t pnnMF .Y JOHN DELUCA; 


T?DL1QWA 


DOING BUSINESS AS - 
MCUAFFKEli UUNSTKUUT1UN COMPANY, FRESNO, CA; 






b / C 

DOING BUSINESS AS - 

GARY L. MCDONALD CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, FRESNO, CA; 

| T FRESNO CITY COUNCILMAN, b/C 

I V DOING BUSINESS AS - 

THOMASON INVESTMENTS AND THOMASON DEVELOPMENT, FRESNO, CA; 

JAMES WILLIAM LOGAN, DBA LOGAN AND ASSOCIATES; FRESNO, CA; b7 
ROBERT CHARLES LUNG, COUNCILMAN, 

FRESNO CITY COUNCIL, FRESNO, CA; 

I I FORMER FRESNO CITY COUNCILMAN; b7C 

| l FORMER FRESNO CITY COUNCILWOMAN; 

| 1 - VICTIM; 

CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL; 

b / C 


Title marked "Changed" in order to identify TURNER, 
both BRYANTS, LAWSON, LOWE, INGALLS, COX, both WILLIAMS, 
MILUTINOVICH, FORTUNE, HAMEL, both BYBEES, YEAROUT, CRABTREE, 
MILLER, both BONADELLE S J MCCAFFRE Y. MCDONALD ,[ 

THOMASON, 




LOGAN, LUNG, 

investigation. Title p i c v 
COUNCILMAN, CLOVIS CITY COUNCIL, CLOVIS, 
DOING BUSINESS AS .tff fbfv t. ror frth pt.am 
SERVICES, FRESNO, CA; 


as subjects in mis 
"LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, 
CA; JEFFREY T. ROBERTS, 
ING AND DEVELOPMENT 
VICTIM; CORRUPTION 
OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS - LUCAL LEVEL; 00: 

SACRAMENTO . 


ININ( 

L", 


b 



2 




fo'7 C 
b7D 


b7C 
b 7 D 


b / C 
b 7 D 


Because subsequent events precluded further use of 
I I on 

3 / 19/94 , an "overt" investigation commencea to mciuae tne use of 
the Federal Grand Jury ( FG J ) , Eastern District of California 
( EDC) , Sacramento, and later .the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 
As a result, to date, more than 380 subpoenas have been issued 
requesting records from various financial institutions, entities, 
and individuals, spanning a period from 1990 to the present. As 
noted with respect to captioned title, evidence collected to date 
suggests a rather large conspiracy existed to corruptly place 
and/or keep only pro-growth candidates on the Clovis City 
Council. Various developers sought to capitalize on same by 
buying large amounts of farm land, and then "rezoning" same to 
residential or commercial property by paying "bribes and/or 
extortion fees" to city officials, thereby escalating the 



b r 


historical nature, with numerous documentary evidence indicating 
widespread criminality. 

It should be noted that shortly after Sacramento's 
investigation went from a "covert" status to an "overt" 


4 






deductions. The IRS is expected to bring charges in conjunction 
with charges for which the FBI has jurisdiction. 



business as WILLIAMSBURG MANOR, INC. , to purchase a Time 


7 






With respect to official action being considered by the 
Clovis City Council, on 8/31/92, in a 3-2 vote for approval, a 
change in land use designation was allowed for a project being 
developed by PAT FORTUNE and JERRY HAMEL. In the actual vote b7c 

concerning General Plan Amendment (GPA) 92-5, Mayor LAWSON and 
Council members BRYANT and SORENSEN voted in favor with ARMSTRONG 
and WYNNE opposing same. 
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b'7C 



b7C 
b7D - 


With respect to Fresno City Councilman ROBERT b/L 
CHARLES LUNG, who filed election papers in November, 1992, b7D 
winning the election in March, 1993, LUNG assumed the position 



16 


b7 
b 7 


Because captioned matter has become so involved, 
Sacramento has agreed with United States Attorney CHARLES J. 
STEVENS and AUSA JOHN K. VINCENT, EDC, Sacramento, that the sheer 
number of individuals involved in captioned matter mandate that 
the case be presented to the FGJ for indictment in several stages 
so that captioned matter could be manageable if any of the cases 
go to trial. Accordingly, Sacramento expects the first 
indictment to be returned on or about August 1, 1995, charging 
subjects Clovis City Councilman LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN, JACK LLOYD 
WILLIAMS, DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS, DAVID ROBERT MILUTINOVICH, 
KENNETH GARY CRABTREE, and PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE with a variety 
of criminal charges including violations of the RICO, Money 
Laundering, Bribery, Obstruction, Hobbs Act-Extortion, Conspiracy 
to Obstruct Justice and Subscribing to a False Tax Return, all in 
violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 371, 666, 
1503, 1623, 1951, 1956, 1962 (c) and Title 26, United States 
Code, 7206 (1). 

On June 30, 1995, because of an agreement with i:he U.S. 
Attorney's Office, Sacramento, subject ROBERTS entered a "guilty" 
plea before U.S. District Court Judge (USDCJ) OLIVER WANGER, EDC, 
Fresno, California, having been charged earlier that day in an 
Information with Aiding and Abetting Extortion and Subscribing to 
a False Tax Return, in violation of Title 18, United States Code 
(USC), Section 1951, and Title 26, USC, Section 7206 (1). 

ROBERTS plea was in exchange for a prison sentence ranging from 
24-30 months. ROBERTS is scheduled to be sentenced, on October 
2, 1995, before USDCJ WANGER. Attached as an Exhibit is a copy 
of the "factual" basis, ROBERTS provided to the court outlining 
his guilt. 



The following is a 


Name: 

Sex : 

Race: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Residence: 


Telephone number: 
SSAN : 

Occupation: 

Wife: 


Name: 

Sex: 

Race: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
SSAN: 

Residence: 

Home telephone # : 
Work telephone # : 
Wife: 

Occupation: 


Name : 

Sex : 

Race: 

Date of birth: 
SSAN: 

Residence: 



Telephone number: 
Common law wife: 
Occupation: 

Name: 

Sex : 

Race: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth 
SSAN: 

Residence : 

Telephone number: 
Occupation : 




re captioned subjects: 






Name : 

Sex: 

Race: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

SSAN : 

California Driver's 
License number: 

Cl I number: 
Residence: 


DAVID ROBERT MILUTINOVICH 
Male 

I I 

San Di p.rrn r al ifnrnia 

r r 


Telephone number: 
Occupation: 

Wife: 


Wife's work telephone 


RestauranteuL 


(Date ot birtft: I 
(Place of birth : ' 

San Diego, Califo rnia ) 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
SSAN: 

Residence: 

Telephone # : 

Occupation: 

Wife: 


PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE 
White 


Mai a 


UhKftOWfl 


b' 


Developer 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
SSAN: 

CII#: 

Residence: 


KENNETH GARY CRABTREE 
White 

Male 



Development 


Occupation: 


eal Estate 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 

SSAN : 

CII# : 

Residence: 

California Driver's 
License number: 
Occupation: 


Name : 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
CII#: 

Residence: 

Telephone # : 
Occupation: 

Wife: 


Name: 

Race : 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 


White 




M07060546 

522 Timmy, Clovis, California 
93612 

209/298-1630 b/ 

Clovis City Councilman 
Banker 



CHARLES DAVID LAWSON 

White 

Male 

I 

Frinceron, Kentucky 


Home telephone number 
Occupation: 


Former Mayor and Clovis 
City Councilman, manages 
physical facilities at~ Fresno 


Telephone number 


T* 


Name: 

Alias : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 


Telephone number: 
Occupation: 


Telephone number: 
Also: 

Husband : 


b"?C 


Name : 

Alias : 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 

SSAN : 

California Driver's 
License number: 

CII # : 

Residence: 

Telephone number: 
Other telephone numbe 
Occupation: 


Name : 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 


Telephone number: 
Occupation: 


Husband : 



2 ] 


Name: 

Alias : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
SSAN: 

CII # : 

Residence: 

Occupation: 

Wife: 


Name: 

Race : 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

SSAN: 

California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 

Telephone number: . 
Work telephone number: 

Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 

SSAN: 

CII#: 

Residence: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Husband : 

Residence: 


Occupation : 



2 



Name: 

Alias : 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 
SSAN: 

California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 

Telephone # : 
Occupation: 

Husband: 

Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 

SSAN: 

Residence: 


Occupation: 

Wife: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 

Occupation: 

Name : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 
Occupation: 


JOHN BONADELLE 
White 


Male 



Real Estate Developer 



Name: 

Race : 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 

CII # : 

California Driver's 
License Number: 
Residence: 

Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
CII#: 

Residence 1 : 


Name: 

Alias: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 

Place of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 
Residence: 

Telephone number: 
Employment : 


Telephone number: 

Name: 

Race: 

Sex : 

Date of birth: 
Residence: 



Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
California Driver's 
License number: 

CII# : 

SSAN: 

FBI#: 

Residence: 

Occupation: 


Name : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
SSAN: 

Occupation: 


Telephone #(WK): 

Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
CIX# : 

SSAN: 

Residence: 


Telephone number: 
Occupation: 

Wife: 


Developer 


'3711 


JAMES WILLIAM LOGAN 

White 

Male 

~i 

Vlbdlld. l,d_L.L -L<J.Lll-La 

rormer rresni City b7r 

Council Member - 
Government Consultant, dba 
LOGAN & ASSOCIATES, 

1396 W Herndon Avenue, #103 
Fresno, California 93711 


ROBERT CHARLES LUNG 

White 

Male 

l ~l 

uucago, li unoiB 


Fresno. California 93726 



26 



b'7 C 



The extortionate activity described herein affected 
interstate commerce. 


Count Two . 

In or about April 1993, in the Eastern District of 
California/ I, a resident of Friant, California, did willfully 
make and subscribe a 1992 tax return which was verified by a 
written declaration that it was made under the penalties of 
perjury and was filed. with the Director, Internal Revenue Service 
Center at Fresno, California, which said tax return I did not 
believe to be true and correct as to every material matter in that 
the said return failed to report additional taxable income of 
approximately $82„000, and overstated my business expenses by 
approximately $29,000, as I then and there well knew and believed. 


<ft 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIP-A. 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

No Duplication Fees are charged for Deleted Page Information Sheet(s). 

Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 1 1 
Page 3 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 6 ~ b3, b7C, b7D 
Page 9 ~ b7C„ b7D 
Page 1 1 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 12 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 13 ~ b3, b7C, b7D 
Page 14 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 15 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 27 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 28 ~ b7C, b7D 
Page 29 ~ b7C, b7D 



ED-759 (Rpv. 5;3 1-91) 

To: ^Director, FBI ( 194B-SC-23790^^ 
Attn: CID. Public Corruption 


Date: 8/3/95 



sfREZONE 


acramento 


Section 

(194B-SC-23790 


CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL; 
00 : SACRAMENTO 


Lp\(- CV/V; 

Reason for Proposed Use: (Check)' 

[8 Corroborate □ Protect 
Testimony Consenting 

Party 

S Other (Specify) Collect evidt 


3. Consenting Party (Check a 

□ Nonconfidential Party _| 

□ Confidential Source 
!&] Cooperative Witness 

5. Duration of proposed use: 
(Not to exceed on 
Date Authorized: 

Expiration Date: 


Notification of SAC Authority Granted 
for Emergency Use 

of Consensual Monitoring Equipment (Nontelephonic) 


Form must be submitted within 5 working days of the date 


X4r£Qr\ 


authorization was granted. 


□ Protect 
Government 
Property 


2. Type of Equipment: (Check) - 

E Transmitter/ □ Microphone/ [3 Concealed 

Receiver Amplifier Recor:’ v: 

b/0 

>n □ Other (Specify) b 7 r; 




6. Installation of Equipment: (Check) 

□ Concealed on Person □ In Vehicle 


7. Location where equipment 
will be utilized: (City and State) 

Fresno* California 


The following requirements have been fulfilled: 

[3 a. Consenting party has agreed to testify. 

G| b. Consenting party has executed consent form, 
c. Recording/transmitting device will only be activated 
when consenting party is present. 


9. Government attorney in judicial district where interception 

will take place foresees no entrapment and concurs in the use of 
n. this technique being apprnnriato ^ r , 

:tivated IS Yes □ No Date | s t ^ 

Identity of Gov't Atty. Charles stevens* U.S J ?rne ; 
. . Q r ' Judicial District EA Dist of CA, Sacramento* CA 

If "Yes" check reason below: / / 


10. Violation(s): Trtle(s) 18, US fcc(s) 1510 U.S.C. | fyjj SaK-h a ~ 

1 1 . DOJ notification required 0 Yes □ No If "Yes" check reason below: / j 

□ Interception relates to an investigation of a member of Congress, a Federal judge, member of the Executive Branch at Executive 

Level IV or above, or a person who has served in such capacity within the previous 2 years. t i 

CS Interception relates to an investigation of any public official and the offense investigated is one involving bribery, conflict of intere^ 
extortion relating to the performance of his/her official duties. (i \ IQ _Q A - _ — 

□ Interception relates to an investigation of a Federal law enforcement official. | ^ / 

□ Consenting/nonconsenting person is a member of the diplomatic corps of a foreign country. w d l iQ X ' Jfy< 
□' Consenting/nonconsenting person is or has been a member of the Witness Security Program and that fact is known to tne agencv 

involved or its officers. * ft 

□ Consenting/nonconsenting person is in the custody of the Bureau of Prisons or the U.$. Marshals Service. 1/ 

□ Attorney General, Deputy Attorney General, Associate Attorney General, Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division, of tt 

U.S. Attorney in the district where an investigation is being conducted has requested the investigating agency to obtain prior wrftte 
consent for making a consensual interception in a specific investigation. J4 S 

12. Synopsis of Case: (Attach additional page if necessary) lA 

The aforementioned, cooperating witness (CW)in debriefings with SC case Agent aiw i 



concerning captioned investigation and possibl 
suggest measures to obstruct the investigation 
13. Justification statement necessitating emergency authorization: 


fa Bureau (Substantive Desk) 


Emergency u^e approval /l 

□ 14. (SAC )-(/{ /// 

Signature 

□ 15. To 
Signature] 

□ 16. To be executed at FBIHQ (Section Cpje 

Signatur e] fMrti i 

□ 1 7. To be executed at FBIHQ (LCD) ' 

(Complete only if DOJ notification is necessary) 
Signature 


r/S'/fr 

'dims- 


COPY 1 



FBI/DOJ 


PG-1 FULL RESPONSE 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 


08/28/95 


HQGI02XD'|v 


NAME REZONE 
DDN ‘i 
TRUE i 


VIOL FAKE N 998 R 998 IN TR 

RESUB SKIP STOP STOP 

VICTIM FO-FILE-NO 

SEX X RACE X SUM30DT 19950801 ENTRY 19950801 MODIFIED 

ID DOB FOB 

MISC SERVICE UNIT REQUEST - POSSIBLE CODEHORD USE REQUESTED BY 

ADDRESS-NO STREET 

CITY ST/P V COUNTRY ZIP 

LOC 

■nt-date MAIN/REFERENCE 0 

FILE-NO 555 HQ-5555555 SERIAL 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

ENTER-PF1 — PF2 — PF3 — PF4 — PF5 — PF6 — PF7 — PF8 — PF9 — PF10— PF11 — PF12— 



HQGI02XDA P6-2 FULL RESPONSE 

,! ‘ SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

NAME REZONE 
FILE-NOf 555 HQ-5555555 

ID DOB POB 

i 


ADDRESS-NO STREET 

CHI ST/PV 

ADDRESS-NO STREET 

CUT ST/PV 

h SMWTflf UNIT REQU EST - P OSSIBLE CODEHORD USE 
1 1 BM 3149 EXT #58 



COUNTRY 

COUNTRY 
REQUESTED BY 


SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

ENTER-PF1 — PF2 — PF3 — PF4 — PF5 — PF6— PF7 — PF8 — PF9- 


08/28/95 
N 998 R 998 

ZIP 

ZIP 

b7C 

-PF10 — PF11 — PF12 — 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence : ROUTINE 

'v/to: Director, FBI 


From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact: SA 


Date: 08/09/1995 


Attn: Pub lic Corruptio n Unit 

SSA | | 


Approved By: 

Drafted By: JJWrbjp 

File Number (s),: 194B-SC-23790 (Pending) 

Title: UrEZONE, CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL; 00: SACRAMENTO 


b7C 


Synopsis: To date, one subject has pled guilty to Hobbs Act - 
Extortion and Subscribing to a False Tax Return in exchange for a 
prison sentence ranging from 24 to 30 months and is now 
cooperating. On 8/1/95, six more subjects were indicted and 
charged with a variety of criminal charges including violations 
of the RICO, Money Laundering, Hobbs Act - Extortion, Obstruction 
of Justice, Perjury, and Witness Tampering Statutes. It is 
expected phase 3 of this investigation will be concluded in 
approximately two months, resulting in eight to eleven subjects 
being indicted on similar charges concerning their dealings with 
members of the Clovis City Council or criminal actions as 
members. * Phase 4 of the investigation will concern members or 
former members of the Fresno City council (not Clovis) , where it 
is expected one current City Councilman and possibly three former 
City Council Persons will be indicted on violations of the RICO, 
Hobbs Act - Extortion, and Money Laundering related charges. It 
is also expected several Fresno developers will be included 
the indictments. Phase 5 is yet to be determined. _ 

Reference: Sacramento "fax" to FBIHQ, dated 7/31/95. 



Details: Captioned matter pertains to land owners, developers, 

and city officials "cashing in" on land deals involving the 
acquisition of farm land in the San Joaquin Valley area and 
thereafter "rezoning" same, reaping huge profits as a result of 
the rezoning. On 6/30/95, Jeffrey Thomas Roberts pled guilty to 
one count violation of the Hobbs Act - Extortion Statute and one 



£ 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To: Director, FBI From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 08/09/1995 


count Subscribing to a False Tax Return in violation of Title 18, 
United States Code, Section 1951 and Title 26, United States 
Code, Section 7206. United States District Court Judge Oliver 

Wanger, Eastern District of California (ED C) . Sacramento. 

scheduled October 2. 1995. for sentencing. I I 


various city officials. On 8/1/95, subjects Clovis City 
Councilman Leif Curtis Sorensen, and Fresno developers Patrick 
Robert Fortune, Kenneth Gary Crabtree, Jack Lloyd Williams, David 
Michael Williams, and Fresno restauranteur David Robert 
Milutinovich were indicted by the Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) , EDC, 
Sacramento, on a variety of criminal charges including violations 
of the RICO, Money Laundering, Obstruction of Justice, Hobbs 
Act - Extortion, Conspiracy to Obstruct Justice, Perjury and 
Tampering With a Witness, all in violation of Title 18, United 
States Code, Sections 371, 1503, 1512, 1623, 1951, 1956 and 1962. 
Summonses were thereafter issued. The aforementioned subjects 
are expected to be arraigned on August 16, 1995, before a United 
States Magistrate, EDC, Fresno. 


It is expected that with respect to phase 3 of 
captioned investigation, subjects Clovis City Councilman Glynn 
Lafayette Bryant, former Clovis City Mayor Charles David Lawson, 
Clovis City Councilman Leif Curtis Sorensen, Fresno developers 
Gerald Marvin Hamel, Patrick Robert Fortune, Grant Lee Bybee, 
Diane B. Bybee, Alyce Faye Yearout, and possibly Fresno real 
estate agent Vicki Lea Miller, and former Clovis City Council 
candidates Glenda Jean Lowe and Shirley Jean Ingals will all be 
indicted on similar charges concerning their dealings with the 
Clovis City Council, or as members of the Clovis City Council, or 
attempts to become Clovis City Council members in violation of 
Federal statutes . 


Phase 4 of the investigation will concern the b/C 

investigation/prosecution of Fresno City officials, to include 
current City Councilman Robert Charles Lung and p ossibly - three 
former c^ ty Council Persons, Robert Cooper Smith, | | 

| and| I again, on a vAFlfity OT 

criminal charges to include violations of the RICO, Hobbs Act - 
Extortion, Money Laundering, and Obstruction related charges. It 
is expected several Fresno developers will also be included in 
the indictment. Phase 5 of the investigation is yet to be 
determined. 


Request of FBIHQ: None 



(03/31 /9S) 


To: 

Re: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Director, FBI From: Sacramento 
194B-SC-23790, 08/09/1995 


Lead: 


Sacramento Division 

Sacramento. California: 

Investigation continuing. 





Office of Enforcement Operations 
Criminal Division 

Director, FBI 


b 





August 14, 1995 


EZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL 


Enclosed is a copy of a communication which furnishes 
information concerning a current investigation. 


V Pursuant to the Attorney's General's Memorandum of 
November 7, 1983, captioned "Procedures for Lawful, 
Warrantless Interceptions of Verbal Communications," 
addressed to the Heads and Inspectors General of 
Exe cu tive D epartments and Agencies, the following 
(frotT^Tcatioiy request is being made relative to the 
authorization to utilize an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic conversations 
with the consent of a party. 


.Pursuant to Attorney General ' s Order Number 


985-82, dated August 6, 1982, captioned "Delegation -of 
Authority to Authorize Television Surveillance," the 
following notification/request is being made relative 
to the authorization to utilize Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) surveillance in connection with 

“ PU o„.d “““■ IW3SC-: tta- 

V 1 . Emergency authority to utilize' an electronic 
device to record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party was 
granted by an appropriate FBI official on 
JULY 31. 1995 . for 30, days ending 
AUGUST 29. 1995 . Exigent circumstances 
precluded a request for authorization in 
advance . 


/o 


Dsp. Dtr. 

Chiet of 
Staff 

Off. of Gen. 
Counsel_ 


Asst. Dir.r 

Crim Inv 

CJIS 

Finance _ 
Info. Res. 

Insp- 

Lab. 


National Sec. 
Personnel 


Training 

Cffl. of EEOA 

Off. of Public 

& Cong. Affs, 

Director’s Office 


.2. Emergency authorization to utilize Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance in 
connection with captioned matter was granted 

by appropriate FBI official on 

, for 3J3 days ending . 

Exigent circumstances precluded a request for 
authorization in advance. 


- 


- Elsur Index. IMD 

b 7 C 


W 





FBI/ DO J 



Memorandum from Director, FBI to Office of Enforcement Operations 
RE: REZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL 


3 . As further utilization of an electronic device 

to monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party is 
expected in this matter, it is requested that 
you approve the use of this equipment for a 

period of 60 days beginning 

and ending . 

4. As further use of CCTV is expected in this 

matter, it is requested that your office 
approve the use of this equipment for a period 

of 60 days beginning and 

ending 

5. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party for 

a period of 9.0 days beginning 

and ending . 

6. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of CCTV surveillance for a 

period of 60 days beginning 

and ending . 

The use of these electronic devices in this case is 
being recommended in the best interest of effective law 
enforcement in that they are expected to provide corroborative 
evidence and/or protect the individual (s) utilizing the 
equipment. 


The use of CCTV will not involve any trespass and it 
will be utilized only when a consenting party is present. The 
CCTV will be under the care, custody and control of the FBI. 

Enclosure 


APPROVED: 

Preclo f 

PepJty Diredtt 


Critita 




Oim.Jus.tnfa Inspection 

Servs. Laboratory 

farce NafonafSeS* - 


Gan. Counsel s. Pesomel. 


Training 

Office of EEO 

Affairs 

Office of PiAfic & 
Cong.ARairs. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIP-A. 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

No Duplication Fees are charged for Deleted Page Information Sheet(s). 

Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 1 
Page 1 ~ Duplicate 
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION Date : 

FROM: Criminal Investigative Division 

Public Corruption/Civil Rights Section 

CONTACT: SSaI I 


8/24/95 


b / C 


TO: 


Sacramento (194B-SC-23790) (Enel. 3) 

Elsur Coordinator 

Information Management Division (Enel. 1) 
% Elsur Unit 


TITLE: H^REZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL; 00: SACRAMENTO 


RE: Sacramento FD-759 dated 8/3/95 

ENCL: Department of Justice memorandum dated 8/14/95 

b'7D 

PURPOSE ( SI : To advise the Sacramento Division of notification 

- — “ — for consensual monitoring beginning 


DETAILS : Enclosed are two copies of a memorandum from the 

Director to the Office of Enforcement Operations (0E0) , Criminal 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, upon which 0E0 was apprised 
of the use of a transmitting and/or recording device which 
authorization was granted by the SAC due to exigent 
circumstances. This authority -is for a 30 day period commencina 

=1 W66C- ,53190 - I r 

You are to submit an FD-621 within 30 days of the 
expiration of this authorization furnishing information regarding 
use of the equipment in accordance with MIOG, Part II, Section 
10-10.3(9) . 


In the event a renewal of this authorization is 
deemed warranted, submit your request with full justification at 
least seven days prior to the expiration of the existing 
authorization, in compliance with MIOG, Part II, Section 


10-10.3 (9) 


a - 

i - 


* ~ \ / • 

APPROVED: 

Prim Inv^djfe 

|l Info. Res. 

Training 

Crim. JusJnfi 

^ Inspection 

Office ot EEO 


Servs. 

-Laboratory 

Affairs 

Director 

Finance 

National Sec. 

Office of Public & 

Deputy Director 

Gen, Counsel 

Personnel 

Cong. Affairs 


File # ( 194B-SC-23790) 

Working Copy 


DJK: vlb (6) 







Memorandum 


RECEIVED 



To 


From 


Subject : 


A 


A * 01 


9S ftUG 1 6 PH !2: 01 

Office of Enforcement gg^ralgpons Dat *August 14, 1995 
Criminal Division^ .. qkc£MENT~OPERATIONS 


Director, FBI 


REZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL 


Enclosed is a copy of a communication which furnishes 
information concerning a current investigation. 

V Pursuant to the Attorney's General's Memorandum of 
November 7, 1983, captioned "Procedures for Lawful, 
Warrantless Interceptions of Verbal Communications," 
addressed to the Heads and Inspectors General of 
Executive De partments and Agencies, the following 
^fcif ic atioiji/ request is being made relative to the 
author! z a tion to utilize an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic conversations 
with the consent of a party. 

Pursuant to Attorney General's Order Number 

985-82, dated August 6, 1982, captioned "Delegation of 
Authority to Authorize Television Surveillance," the 
following notification/request is being made relative 
to the authorization to utilize Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) surveillance in connection with 
captioned matter. 


V 1. 


Emergency authority to utilize an electronic 
device to record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party was 
granted by an ap propriate FBI official “ 

or 30 days ending J 

Exigent circumstances 


piUUlllLltiU a ifciqilest for authorization in 
advance. 


Approved: 


2. Emergency authorization to utilize Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance in 
connection with captioned matter was granted 

by appropriate FBI^official on 

, for 3.0 days ending . 

Exigent circumstances^ precluded a request for 
authorization in advance. 


(Pursuant 

Attorney 


to, the Authority of the 



Date: 


LeM./i ' ivctch 

iiate Director 
lforeement Operations 

AUG I 6 [995 





Memorandum from Director, FBI to Office of Enforcement Operations 
RE: REZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS - LOCAL LEVEL 


3 . As further utilization of an electronic device 

to monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party is 
expected in this matter, it is requested that 
you approve the use of this equipment for a 

period of 60 days beginning 

and ending . 

4. As further use of CCTV is expected in this 

matter, it is requested that your office 
approve the use of this equipment for a period 

of 60 days beginning and 

ending 

5. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party for 

a period of 90 days beginning 

and ending . 

6. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of CCTV surveillance for a 

period of 60 days beginning 

and ending . 

The use of these electronic devices in this case is 
being recommended in the best interest of effective law 
enforcement in that they are expected to provide corroborative 
evidence and/or protect the individual (s) utilizing the 
equipment. 


The use of CCTV will not involve any trespass and it 
will be utilized only when a consenting party is present. The 
CCTV will be under the care, custody and control of the FBI. 

Enclosure 


2 * 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIP-A. 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
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ACS 


AUTOMATED CASE 
SUPPORT 


ALL DOCUMENTS FROM THIS POINT 
PROCESSED IN ACS 


NAME 

DATE 



Classification of Mail: 
^ZTljncIassified 

□ Confidential 

□ Secret 

E7 Top Secret* 

O SCI* 

O Other 


Mail Category: 

Letter 

LHM 

Report 

Teletype 


FD-501 Number - ' FD-502 Number 

subject Sb re-tvs cm , LeSi , tu 

Date ol Mail 3 ~ o>9>- n S 


Airtel 

Memo 

Other 



Description of Material T ~ o — *' : 

(include identity of originating office or agency) 

This serial has been removed and placed in: 

O Special File Room, Room 5991, FBIHQ 

□ Qtf.ll OSu Con+QcT 

(Field Office - Room, Cabinet, or other fr\~p£ ()flOC€SSO&.) 

location where material Is stored) ' 

Thps^action taken based upon authority of: 

□ TS/SCICO, FBIHQ, 62-116065 

_ \Q<16~Sc-A3 0 9o-l° 


D Field Office Manager 


b / C 


File and Serial number 


(Signature and Title of Approving Official) 


Date 


‘"requires special handling 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGE-OUT 



i d (.Vi nvv i *j yij 


Date 


Classification of Mail: 
F(7Unclassified 

□ Confidential 

□ Secret 

£7 Top Secret* 

D SCI* 

□ Other 


Mail Category: 
Letter _ 
LHM _ 
Report _ 
Teletype _ 


FD-501 Number : : — — — 

subject Sorenson, LeCL) Cut-V is 

Date ol Mail ^ S' ~9l S , 


FD-502 Number 


Description of Materia! 


» S.CL 




Airtel 

Memo 

Other 


(include identify of originating office or agency) 

This serial has been removed and placed in: 

D Special File Room, Room 5991, FBIHQ 

Coio'fttcT 


n Qtmlo&u .. 

(Field Office - Room, Cabinet, or other / -XVf /)fioC€SSC&J 

location where material is stored) ’ 

Th^ potion taken based upon authority of: 

□ TS/SCICO, FBIHO, 62-116065 


b7C 


□ Field Office Manager 


Fite and Serial number 


(Signature and Title of Approving Official) 


Date 


‘‘requires special handling 


PERMANENT SERIAL CHARGE-OUT 



FD-621 (Rev. 4-19-89) (Nontelephonic Conset^^ Monitoring Usage Report) 


AIRTKL 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 



SACRAMENTO ( 194B-SC-23790 ) 


Date: 8/30/95 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: ELSUR INDEX 

Subj ect : RE20NE 

CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL: 
00: SACRAMENTO 


XX Emergency Authority. Re SACRAMENTO FD-759 to FBIHQ 
dated 8/3/95 captioned as above. 


Routine Author itv. Re 

to FBIHQ 

dated 

and Bu to 


dated 

captioned as above. 



NOTE: If no confirming communication received from FBIBQ in 
response to your request for routine use of a nontelephonic consensual 
monitoring device, mark below: 

No confirming communication received from FBIHQ to date. 

The following information relates to the use of the equipment: 


XX Its use provided information which corroborated or 

assisted in corroborating the allegation or suspicion. 

It was used, but no information of value was obtained. 

It was not used. 

(Only one of the above applies) 

Complete and submit within 30 days of expiration of each and every 
period of authorization granted for nontel vphonic consensual monitoring 
by either SAC, DOJ or FBIHQ - CID (whether an initial or a subsequent 
authorization), and for each extension or renewal thereof. 


Transmit to FBIHQ in a sealed brown envelope labeled "Director, 
FBI, ELSUR Index, FBIHQ." 



b 7 & 

Bureau 

194B-SC-23790 

66-682 


(Field Office Elsur Case Sub File) 
(ELSUR control file) 


GMS/gms 

( 5 ) 



FD-621 (Rev. 4-19-89) (Nontelephonic Conse 




onito^^Ubige Report) 


A1KTKL 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


From: SAC, SACRAMENTO ( 194B-SC-27262 J'O 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: ELSUR INDEX 

Subj ect : 

USFLU) 

00: SACRAMENTO 


Date: 2/29/96 


b7C 


XX Routine Authority. Re SACRAMENTO FD-759 to FBIHQ 

dated 9/8/95 captioned as above. 

Routine Authority. Re to FBIHQ 

dated and Bu to 

dated - captioned as above. 

NOTE: If no confirming communication received from FBIHQ in 
response to your request for routine use of a nontelephonic consensual 
monitoring device, mark below: 

No confirming communication received from FBIHQ to date. 

The following information relates to the use of the equipment: 

XX Its use provided information which corroborated or 

assisted in corroborating the allegation or suspicion. 

It was used, but no information of value was obtained. 

It was not used. 

(Only one of the above applies) 

Complete and submit within 30 days of expiration of each and every 
period of authorization granted for nontelephonic consensual monitoring 
by either SAC, DOJ or FBIHQ - CID (whether an initial or a subsequent 
authorization) , and for each extension or renewal thereof. 


Transmit to FBIHQ in a sealed brown envelope labeled "Director, 
FBI, ELSUR Index, FBIHQ." 



1 - 


Bureau 

194B-SC-27262 

66-682 


(Field Office Elsur Case Sub File) 
(ELSUR control file) 


GMS/gms 

(5) 




FD-621 (Rev. 4-19-89) (Nontelephonic ConsensuaTMonitoring Usage Report) 


AIRTEL 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


/ 

v/ 

From: SAC, SACRAMENTO ( 194B-SC-23790 ) 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: ELSUR INDEX 


Date: 4/24/96 


Subj ect : 

CSLPO - LOCAL SUPERVISOR; 
00: SACRAMENTO 


b7C 


XX Routine Authority. Re SACRAMENTO FD-759 to FBIHQ 
dated 11/27/95 captioned as above. 

. Routine Authority. Re . ; to FBIHQ 

dated _ and Bu . to : 

dated captioned as above. 

NOTE: if no confirming contain 1 cation received from FBIHQ in 
response to your request for routine use of a nontelephonic consensual 
monitoring device, mark below: 

XX No confirming communication received from fbihq to date. 

y. 

The following information relates to the use of the equipment: 

XX Its use provided information which corroborated or 

assisted in corroborating the allegation or suspicion. 

It was used, but no information of value was obtained. 

It was not used. 

(Only one of the above applies) 

Complete and submit within 30 days of expiration of each and every 
period of authorization granted for nontelephonic consensual monitoring 
by either SAC, DOJ or FBIHQ - CID (whether an initial or a subsequent 
authorization), and for each extension or renewal thereof. 

Transmit to FBIHQ in a sealed brown envelope labeled "Director, 
FBI, ELSUR Index, FBIHQ." 


(Field Office Elsur Case Sub File) 
(ELSUR control file) 


GMS/gms 

(5) 


(£> 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence: ROUTINE 

/ 

To: FBIHQ 

om: Sacramento 

Squad 7 
Contact:: SA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: [ 


Date: 05/06/1996 


Attn: Public Corruption Unit 


ljjw 


File Number(s): 194B-SC-23790^ (Pending) 

& 

Title: ^KEZONE, CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL 
00: SACRAMENTO 


b / C 


Synopsis: Since 6/29/95, 13 subjects have been criminally 

charged in a series of related Indictments and/or Informations 
returned either by the Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) or filed before a 
U.S. District Court Judge (USDCJ) , all Eastern District of 
California, in either Sacramento or Fresno, California, for 
violations of the RICO, Hobbs Act-Extortion, Money Laundering, 
Obstruction of Justice, Witness Tampering, Perjury, Honest 
Services Mail Fraud, and Subscribing to a False Tax Return 
Statutes, Title 18, USC, Sections 1962(c), 1951, 1956, 1503, 

1512, 1623, 1346, and Title 26, USC, Section 7206(1). 

Tqdate, the two year "REZONE" corruption investigation 
has resulted'in 9 defendants pleading "guilty" with more than 450 
FGJ subpoenas being issued and approximately 150,000 documents 
examined. The case has received constant "front" page attention 
by the electrpnic/print media because it was suspected inside 
dealings were taking place between members of the various city 
councils and local developers. The trial re, defendants BRYANT 
and HAMEL was scheduled for November 1996. 

Investigation/prosecution at Sacramento /Fresno, 
California continuing. 

Reference: Sacramento teletype to FBIHQ, dated 6/27/96. 


1 








( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


To: FBIHQ 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

From : Sacramento 


05/06/1996 


Details: As previously noted captioned matter concerns certain 

land owners, developers, and city officials "cashing in" on the 
local rezoning process at the expense of citizens residing in the 
San Joaquin Valley, particularly in the Clovis/Fresno, California 
areas. As an example, farmland purchased between $3, 500-$8, 500 
an acre can later be resold with improvements and re zoning for as 
much as $100,000 an acre. If the site has "shopping center" 
potential, it's value can escalate to more than $250,000 an acre. 
MICHAEL WOODY, a Fresno City Councilman, recently commented to a 
local news reporter covering captioned matter, "Getting a 
majority vote on a (city) council easily nets any developer b 
$500,000." b/D 


With the aforementioned -in niaro pani-inwoH 

matter was predicated in March 1994. I 


Investigation determined the aforementioned re-election 
scheme was designed, in part, to better protect the developers' 
interests who grew tired of getting their rezone applications 
approved in "squeaky" 3-2 votes. Since 3 CCC members had already 
been "bribed, "* instead of being satisfied with their "squeaky" 
wins, in 1994, the developers decided to try to pack the CCC by 
secretly funneling money to their Clovis mayoral incumbent 
(attempting to win a re-election bid) , and 2 new candidates (who 
were virtual unknowns except to the area's developers). 

The expectation was if they succeeded, 4 if not 5 
members of the CCC would be pro-growth, having their seats 
secured via developer money. Thereafter, developers could decide 
who would cast the "yes" and "no" votes, instead of having the 
same usual 3 voting in favor of the projects (leaving the general 
public suspicious that a conspiracy existed to completely "pave" 
over the Fresno/ Clovis area) . 


2 



( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


To: 

He: 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FBIHQ From: Sacramento 
194B-SC— 23790 , 05/06/1996 


b'/C 

b7D 


With the af Qrp ippnti nnp.rf srhpwp, in ininri, nprl-ain 
Clovis/Fresno developers I 


On 6/29/95, subject JEFFREY THOMAS ROBERTS pled guilty 
to an Information charging him with 1 count violation Hobbs Act- 
Extortion, Title 18, USC, Section 1951; and 1 count violation 
Subscribing to a False Tax Return, Title 26, USC, 7206(1); in 
exchange for a prison sentence ranging 24-30 months, fined 
$10,000, and agreeing to an IRS 
(including fines and penalties) , 
investigation. 


On 8/1/95, the Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) , Eastern 
District of California (EDC) , Sacramento, California returned a 
15 count Indictment charging 6 defendants with a variety of 
criminal acts including violations of the RICO, Money Laundering, 
Witness Tampering, Obstruction of Justice, Perjury, Extortion, 
and Attempted Extortion Statutes. 

Specifically, subject Clovis City Councilman LEIF 
CURTIS SORENSEN was charged with 1 count violation of the RICO 
Statute, Title 18, USC, Section 1962(c); 2 counts Aiding and 
Abetting Extortion, violation Title 18, USC, Section 1952; 3 
counts Extortion, violation Title 18, USC, Section 1951; 3 counts 
Aiding and Abetting Money Laundering, violation Title 18, USC, 
1956; 2 counts Conspiracy to Tamper with a Witness, violation 
Title 18, USC, Section 1512; and 2 counts Conspiracy to Obstruct 
Justice, violation Title 18, USC, Section 1503. 

Subject JACK LLOYD WILLIAMS was charged with 2 counts 
violation Aiding and Abetting an attempted Extortion, Title 18, 
USC, 1951; 1 count Money Laundering, violation Title 18, USC, 
1956; 1 count Conspiracy to Obstruct Justice, violation Title 18, 
USC, 1503; and 1. count Obstruction of Justice, violaton Title 18, 
USC, Section 1503. 


aitrl i +• naui r^rt 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To: FBIHQ From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 05/06/1996 


Subjects PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE and KENNETH GARY 
CRABTREE were both charged with 2 counts violation Conspiracy to 
Tamper with a Witness and; Witness Tampering , Title 18, USC, 

Section 1512. 

Subject DAVID ROBERT MILUTINOVICH was charged with 1 
count violation Perjury committed before the Federal Grand Jury 
(FGJ), EDC, Sacramento, Title 18, USC, Section 1623; and 2 counts 
violation Conspiracy to Obstruct Justice and Obstruction of 
Justice, Title 18, USC, Section 1503. 

Subject DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS was also charged with 1 
count violation Perjury committed before the FGJ, EDC, 

Sacramento, Title 18, USC, 1623; and 2 counts violation 
Conspiracy to Obstruct Justice and Obstruction of Justice,; Title 
18, USC, Section 1503. 

On August 16, 1995, subject PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE pled 
"guilty" to l count Witness Tampering, as charged in the 
aforementioned August 1995 Indictment. Additionally, FORTUNE 
pled "guilty" to an Information, charging him with 1 count 
violation Honest Services Mail Fraud, in violation Title 18, USC, b7D 
Section 1346; and l count Subscribing to a False Tax Return, 

Title 26, USC, 7206(1). In exchange for FORTUNE 1 s guilty plea, 
he agreed to pay a $5,000 fine, submit amended tax returns for 
years 1991 thru 1994 (paying any back taxes owed, including fines 
and pen alties) , be incarcerated for a period ranging 24 to 30 
months, | investigation. ^ 

On January 4, 1996, Fresno developer GERALD MARVINt 
HAMEL, and Clovis City Council member GLYNN LAFAYETTE BRYANT, 
along with. former Clovis City Mayor, CHARLES DAVID LAWSON, and 
former Clovis Council member LEIF CURTIS SORENSEN were charged in 
a 21 count Indictment returned by the FGJ, EDC, Sacramento, 
alleging Honest Services Mail Fraud, in violation Title 18, USC, 
Section 1346. . 



( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To: FBIHQ From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 05/06/1996 


On February 1, 1996, subject JACK LLOYD WILLIAMS was 
"indicted" by the FGJ, EDO, Sacramento, having been criminally 
charged with 2 counts violation Subscribing to a False Tax 
Return, Title 26, USC, Section 7206(1), where he understated his 
income in 1991 by $36,000, and in 1992 by $59,068 as well as 
overstating his travel expenses by $13,562; and 1 count violation 
Failure to File a Tax Return, Title 26, USC, Section 7203, in 
calendar year 1993, having received a gross income of 
approximately $172,643. 


On March 19, 1996, former Fresno City Counci lmember 
ROBERT COOPER SMITH, pled "guilty" to an Information charging him 
with 1 count violation of the Hobbs ActrExtortion Statute, Title 


18, USC, Section 1951, and 1 count violation Subscribing tn a 
Falgft Tav Bahirn Title USC Rent inn 7 



b7D 

On June 10, 1996, upon the eve of trial Fresno 
developer KENNETH GARY CRABTREE pled "guilty" to 1 count Witness 
Tampering (as charged in the aforementioned August 1995) , in 
exchange for a sentence as specified utilizing the sentencing 
guidelines. His agreement did not cover other criminal acts 
where CRABTREE was suspected by Sacramento for committing same 
and his defense lawyer was so warned. USDCJ OLIVER W. WANGER, 

EDC, Fresno ordered a presentence report, scheduling CRABTREE for 
sentencing at a later date. 


Thereafter, on June 11, 1996, trial commenced before 
USDCJ WANGER, EDC, Fresno, California concerning subjects 
SORENSEN, JACK LLOYD & DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS, and MILUTINOVICH. 
It was expected trial would last approximately 4 weeks. 

On June 20, 1996, as a result of entering into a plea 
agreement with USA CHARLES STEVENS, EDC, Sacramento, 

DAVID ROBERT MILUTINOVICH pled "guilty" (as charged) to 1 count 
Attempting to Obstruct Justice, in violation Title 18, USC, 
Section 1503. USDCJ WANGER ordered a presentence report and 
MILUTINOVICH was expected to be sentenced in September, 1996. 
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( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

: Sacramento 


To : FBIHQ From 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 05/06/1996 


On June 27, 1996, remaining defendant subjects SORENSEN 
and JACK LLOYD WILLIAMS entered "guilty" pleas before USDCJ 
WANGER to violations of Hobbs Act-Extortion, Obstruction of 
Justice, and Subscribing to a False Tax Return, Title 18, USC, b'/D 
Sections 1951 & 1503, and Title 26, USC, 7206(1). Specifically, 
SORENSEN pled "guilty" to 1 c ount violation Hobbs Act-Exto rtion 
and Obstruction of Justice in | | the 

investigation and a period of incarceration ranging zv-jj months. 
JACK WILLIAMS pled "guilty" to 1 count violation of Obstruction 
of Justice and Subscribing to a False Tax Return in exchange for 
a period of incarceration ranging 12-18 months and paying all 
back taxes owed (including fines and penalties) . USCDJ WANGER 
ordered both SORENSEN and JACK WILLIAMS to be sentenced on 
September 9, 1996. DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS was granted a 
"deferred prosecution" and placed on 1 year probation. 

Subjects Clovis City Councilman GLYNN LAFAYETTE BRYANT 
and Fresno developer GERALD MARVIN HAMEL have been scheduled for 
trial in November 1996. 


Descriptive Data: 

Main Subject s 
Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 

First: 

Middle: 

DDN: 

DOB: 

FOB: 

SSN: 


W 

M 

ROBERTS 

JEFFREY 

THOMAS 


uuroanK, CA 


Race: 

W 

Sex: 

M 

Name - 

Last: 

FORTUNE 

First: 

. PATRICK 

Middle: 

ROBERT 

DDN: 

DOB: 

l l 

POB: 

Fresno, CA 

SSN: 

1 
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To 

Re 


FEDERAL BUREAU 

FBIHQ From: Sacramento 
194B-SC-23790, 05/06/1996 


OF INVESTIGATION 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 


W 

M 

LAWSON 

CHARLES 

DAVID 


nrinceron, KY 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last; 
First: 
Middle 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 

SSN: 

FBI#: 


B 

M 

SMITH 

ROBERT 

COOPER 


Race: 

w 


Sex: 

M 


Name - 



Last: 

SORENSEN 


First: 

LEIF 


Middle: 

CURTIS 


DDN: 



DOB: 1 



POB: 

Hanrora, 

CA 


SSN: 

1 


Race: 

w 


Sex: 

M 


Name - 



Last: 

WILLIAMS 


First: 

JACK 


Middle: 

LLOYD 


DDN: 



DOB: 

1 

“I 

POB: 

Hanrora. 

CA 


SSN: 1 1 
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To: 

Re: 


FEDERAL BUREAU 

FBIHQ From: Sacramento 
194B-SC-23790, 05/06/1996 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last : 
First: 
Middle: 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 

SSN: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle: 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 

SSN: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle: 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 

SSN: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle: 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 

SSN: 



OF INVESTIGATION 


w 

M 

WILLIAMS 

DAVID 

MICHAEL 


Fresno, thz 


w 

M 

MILUTINOVICH 

DAVID 

ROBERT 


san mego, CA 


W b 

M 

CRABTREE 

KENNETH 

GARY 

^ Aiismma . ^ca 


w 

M 

BRYANT 
, GLYNN 
LAFAYETTE 
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To 

Re 


FBIHQ From 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

: Sacramento 


19 4B-SC— 23790 , 05/06/1996 


Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle 
DDN: 
DOB: 

POB: 

SSN: 


W 

M 

HAMEL 

GERALD 

MARVIN 



-A 


A 
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FI FBI SACRAMENTO' (194B-SC-23790) (P) 

TO DIRECTOR F3 I / ROUT INEZ 
SI 


U 9 C L A S 


CITE: 


PASS: 


//37ZQU 
ATTENTION ssa 


public corruption unit. 




SUBJECT: \2EZ0NE, 

ON 6/27/56 V THREE DEFENDANTS IN THE REZONE TRIAL PLED 
GUILTY MID-TRIAL BEFORE JUDGE OLIVER W . WANGER, IN THE U.S. 
DISTRICT COURT IN FRESNO, CALI=ORMlA, THUS ENDING THE TRIAL. 
FORMER CITY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIF C. SORENSEN PLED GUILTY 


b 7 C 


b7D 


nd 


REAL ESTATE AGENT JACK L. WILLIAMS PLED GUILTY TO 




PAGE TWO QE F3ISC 000.1 UNCLAS 

OBSTRUCTION AND TAX COUNTS, WITH AN 3 RDER TO PAT SACK TAXES IN 
EXCESS QF $100,000, AND A 12-18 MONT H PRISON TER*. 

DAVID W I. LIAMS, JACK WILLIAMS' SON, AGREED TO A DEFERRED 
PROSECUTION FOR PERJURY AND ONE YEAR PROBATION. 

ON 6/11/J6, DEVELOPER/LOBBYIST KENNETH CRABTREE PLED 
GUILTY TO OBSTRUCTION CHARGES ON THE FIRST DAY 0= TRIAL. 

ON b/20/05, RESTAURANT OWNER DAVID M IL'JTl NQVICH PLED 
GUILTY TO OBSTRUCTION CHARGES- MID-TRIAL. 


PREVIOUSLY , DEVELOPER PATRICK FORTUNE PLED GUILTY TD 
FRAUD AND TAX CHARGES AND JEFFREY T. ROBERTS, A LAND DEVELOPER 


LOBBYIST, PLED GUILTY. 

| 




FORMER FRESNO CITY COUNCILMAN ROBERT C. SMITH PLED GUIlTY 
IN MARCH 199b TO EXTORTION AND TAX CHARGES. FORMER CLOVIS 
CITY MAYOR CHARLES LAWSON PLED GUILTY IN JANUARY 1996 TO A 


V f n ATTOM riF HONEST SERVICES MAIL FRAUD 


ADDITIONALLY, CLOVIS CITY COUNCILMAN GLYNN BRYANT, 
DEVELOPER GERALD HAMEL AND KENNETH FORTUNE HAVE BEEN INDICTED 
AND AWAIT TRIAL. OTHER INDICTMENTS ARE ANTICIPATED. 


THE ABOVE TRIAL HAS RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE PUBLICITY AND 





■St < 


PAGE THREE DE FBISC ODOX UNCLAS 

HAS HAD A TRE1EHOOUS IMPACT ON THE CENTRAL VAlLEY OF 
CALI=ORNlA. 3THER SU3JECTS OF THE ONGOING RE 2 ON E 
INVESTIGATION ARE INDICATING AN INTEREST IN. PlEA NEGOTIATIONS. 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS WILL FOLLOW. 

BT ' 

#3001 


NWNN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


m/af 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 09/17/1996 

To: FBIHQ Attn: Public Corruption Unit, 


From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact: 


SA^ 


b / C 


improved By: [ 


Sr M w: 


fc JJW 


$1 


File Number(s): 194B-SC-2 37 9 0 '°( Pending) 

Title: REZONE, CSLPO - Local Level, (00: SC) 


Synopsis: The June 1996 jury trial held before USDC Judge OLIVER 
W. WANGER, EDC, Fresno, resulted in defendants CRABTREE, 
MILUTINOVICH, JACK. WILLIAMS, DAVID WILLIAMS, and SORENSEN 
changing their pleas from innocent to "guilty." Thereafter, the 
5 defendants were sentenced in August and September 1996 as noted 
below. ' 


Defendants GERALD MARVIN HAMEL and Clovis City 
Councilman GLYNN LAFAYETTE BRYANT are schedule for trial, 
11/5/95, before USDC Judge ROBERT E. COYLE, EDC, Fresno. 


b' 


Recent investigation has uncovered numerous bankruptcy 
violations (eg. concealing assets and providin g false tegti mnny 
under oath to' a bankruptcy court), committed bvT I 


Investigation hap also identified entities 


Ifarm 


subsidies from uju u.a. ut!partment of Agriculture in excess of, 
hundreds of thousands of dollars that might be part of a separate b 
fraudulent scam, which aside from the bankruptcy matter is also 
being examined by the FGJ, EDC, Sacramento. 

S ince captioned matter is a joint investigation. TRS 
advises both] 

ir* LU 11U * L. Ui. XlLIXllUJ. UUJ1 UJ. UU J.U1ULI 1 1 


jappeai 
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( 03 / 31 / 95 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

To : Sacramento From : Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 09/17/1996 


AUSA JOHN K. VINCENT advises he will 


criminal Indictments re the 
substantiated concerning bait 
violations. 


pursue additional 


Lf charges can be 
T-br fraud 


b'7 C 


Reference: SC EC to FBIHQ , dated 6/28/96 

Details: By the time the Government concluded it's two week 

presentation before a federal trial jury and USDC Judge OLIVER W. 

/WANGER, EDC, Fresno, California, on 6/26/96, subjects KENNETH 
GARY CRABTREE, DAVID ROBERT MILITINOVICH, JACK LLOYD WILLIAMS, 
DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS and LIEF, CURTIS - SORENSEN entered "guilty" 
pleas to a variety of criminal charges including Witness 
Tampering, Attempting to Obstruct Justice, Hobbs Act- Extort ion, 
Obstruction of Justice/ and Subscribing to a False Tax Return, in 
violation of Title 18, USC, Sections 1512; 1503, 1951, 1503, and 
Title 26, USC, Section 7206(1). 

On 8/12/96, subject PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE was 
sentenced by Judge WANGER to 2 years custody of the Attorney 
general (AG), fined $10,000, and ordered to serve 3 years 
probation subsequent to his release from prison. . FORTUNE had 
earlier pled. guilty to 1 count Witness Tampering (WT) , 1 count 
Honest Services Mail Fraud (HSMF) , and 1 count Subscribing to a 
False Tax Return, in violation of Title 18, USC, Sections 1512, 
and 1346, and Title 26, USC, . Section 7206(1). 

Judge WANGER also sentenced subject JEFFREY THOMAS 
ROBERTS to 1 year 9 months custody of the AG, fined $10,000, and 
placed him on "3 years probation subsequent ;to his release from 
prison. ROBERTS had earlier pled guilty to 1 count Hobbs Act- 
Extortion, and 1 count Subscribing to a False Tax Return, in 
violation of Title 18, USC, Section 1951, and Title. 26, USC, 
Section 7206(1). 

On 8/26/96, Judge Wanger sentenced subject JACK LLOYD 
WILLIAMS to 13 months custody of the AG, fined him $3,000, and 
ordered he serve 3 years probation subsequent to his release from 
prison. WILLIAMS also had to pay any back taxes owed, including 
fines and penalties. WILLIAMS had earlier pled guilty to 1 count 
Obstruction of Justice, in violation of Title 18, USC, Section 
1503, and 1 count Subscribing to a False Tax Return, in violation 
of Title 26, USC, 7206(1). 


2 



(03/31/95) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ; 

To: Sacramento From: Sacramento * 

Re: 194B-SC-23790, 09/17/1996 | 

Judge WANGER also sentenced WILLIAMS ' s son and ordered 
subject DAVID MICHAEL WILLIAMS to be placed on 1 year probation 
inasmuch as the Government agreed to a "Pretrial Diversion” 
disposition with respect to his case. DAVID WILLIAMS had been 
charged with ,2 counts Obstruction of Justice and 1 count Per jury 
in violation of Title 18, USC, Sections 1503 arid 1623. 


On 9/3/96, Judge WANGER sentenced subject KENNETH GARY 
CRABTREE to 12 months probation and fined him $1000, noting he 
earlier pled guilty to 1 count Witness Tampering, in violation of 
Title 18, USC, Section 1512. 

Same date , Judge WANGER sentenced sub j ect DAVID ROBERT 
MILUTINOVICH to 6 months custody of the AG and fined him $2000. 
MILUTINOVICH had earlier pled guilty to 1 count Obstruction of 
Justice, in violation Title 18, USC, Section 1503. 


On 9/6/96, Judge WANGER sentenced subject LIEF CURTIS 
SORENSEN to 21/2 years custody of the AG, fined him $6000, and 
ordered he serve 3 years probation subsequent to his release from 
prison. SORENSEN had pled guilty to 1 count Hobbs Act-Extortion 
and 1 count Obstruction of Justice, in violation of Title 18, 

USC, Sections 1951 and 1503. 

Presently, subjects GERALD MARVIN HAMEL and Clovis City 
Councilman GLYNN LAFAYETTE BRYANT are scheduled to go to trial, 
on 11/5/96, before USDC Judge ROBERT E. COYLE, Eastern District 
of California (EDC) , Fresno, California. HAMEL and BRYANT had 
been charged, along Clovis City Mayor CHARLES DAVID LAWSON and 
Fresno developer PATRICK ROBERT FORTUNE, on 1/4/96, in a 21 count 
Indictment for violating the Honest Services Mail Fraud (HSMF) 
statute, Title 18, USC, Section 1346. As previously noted, 

LAWSON and FORTUNE have already pled guilty. LAWSON has yet^ to 
be sentenced, while FORTUNE was sentenced as noted above. 


Aside from preparing for the aforementioned 
HAMEL/BRYANT trial, the investigating agent and AUSA JOHN K. 
VINCENT have been ex amining a voluminous amount of records and 
documents indicating! ~| 


r 


<*■ V> 'I Vl *3 mtlTJ-IH. f /MVH 


Vinb-viii-iV niT »ui4- ■ 


WHftV 1 


[ 


recommending the[ 




T 


Asiae rrom 


b’ 


in salt L.aKe ciry, uran. juiuji bkiaw , Assistant reaerai 
Bankruptcy Trustee, Salt Lake City, UT advised in h er experi e nce 


she advised «hp_ <=?<-> 
assets from 


] bankruptcy be reviewed for prosecution, 


,b r 


ight to recover approximately $3 million in 
lln which he ultimately agreed to return $1.9 
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To: Sacramento From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 09/17/1996 

Since the investigating agent suspects | I taay 


have submitted fraudulent documents to obtain the farm subsidies 


1 


It should be noted the 
contacted Special Agent (SA) I 
Inspector General (OIG) , U.s! 

San Francisco, California, 


Department or 

concerning documents submitted by 


invest Icratincr agent also 
Office of 
i culture fUSDOA^ , 




ill Zl 


.O USDUA TO 
subsidies 


i 


purposes of receiving the aforemehtione! 

might be able to help the investigating agent identify, as wen 
as obtain, any pertin o^t d nmnmrmtn inHi no t ing a fraudulent scheme 


idles, r 
tify, as" 


the 


b 7 C 
b 7 D 


b7C 

b7D 


1 


purpetrated by either 
could be prosecuted. 


r 


Tfor which they both 


Investigation at Sacramento continuing. 


Descriptive Data: 

Main Subject 
Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle: 
DDN: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN '# : 

Main Subject 
Race: 

Sex: 

, Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle: 

DDN : 

DOB: 

POBb 
SSAN #: 


W 

M 

HAMEL 

GERALD 

MARVIN 

f '• 

I I 

Unknown 


W 

M 
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To: Sacramento From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 09/17/1996 


Main Subject 
Race : 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle : 
DDN: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN #: 

Main Subject 
Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last: 
First: 
Middle: 
DDN: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN #: 


W 

F 




W 

F 


'unknown 

Unknown 


Main Subject 

Race: W 

Sex: M 

Name - 

Last: 

First: 

Middle: 

DDN: 

DOB: | | 

POB: 

SSAN #: I I 


Main Subject 

Race: W 

Sex: M 

Name - 
Last: 

First: 

Middle: 

DDN: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN # : 


Encino. f!aTi fnrnia 

I 1 


b7C 


b7C 
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To: Sacramento From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SC-23790, 09/17/1996 

Main Subject 
Race: 

Sex : 

Name - 
Last: 

First: 

Middle: 

DDN : 

DOB: 

POB: 

\ SSAN #: . 



File 194B-SC-23790 

pn-rnn 

Sa 

SSJ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Precedence: PRIORITY 

z' 

To: FBIHQ 


From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact: 


Attn: 


3.3W 


^Approved By: 

JDrafted By: [ 

File Number(s): 194B-SC-23790 (Pending) 

Title: REZONE, CSLPO - Local Level, 00: SC 


b7C 

Date: 10/17/1996 

Ipcu 


b7C 


Synopsis: Guilty plea secured re defendant Clovis City 

Councilman (CCC) GLYNN LAFAYETTE BRYANT. 


Reference: 


Sacramento EC to FBIHQ, dat ed 9/17/96: 
Sacramento Facsimile to SSAl 


plea of defendant GERALD MARVIN HAMEL, datSCl lU/lUyyb. 


re guilty 


Details: On 10/i7/96, subject Clovis City Councilman GLYNN 

LAFAYETTE BRYANT appeared before United States District Court 
Judge (USDCJ) ROBERT E. COYLE, Eastern District of California 
(EDC) , Fresno, California and pled "guilty" to 1 count violation- 
of the Honest Services Mail Fraud (HSMF) statute, Title 18, 

United States Code (USC) , Section 1346. The "guilty" plea b7D 
secured as a result of an agreement reached with the U.S. * 

Attorney's Office, EDC, Sacramento settin g the ranne nf RPv awTig 
period of incarceration to 21-27 months. 1 

I ^ ^^^pc^^r^^^E^^^rdered 

a pre-sentence report and scheduled BRYANT for sentencing, 

2/3/97. 


As reflected in referenced facsimile, on 10/10/96, an 
Information was filed charging subject GERALD MARVIN HAMEL with 
bankruptcy' and income tax fraud, in violation of Title 18, USC, 
Section 152 and Title 26, USC, 7206(2). HAMEL was awaiting 
trial, having previously been Indicted by the Federal Grand Jury 
(FGJ) , EDC, Sacramento, 1/4/96, and charged with 21^ counts of 
violating the HSMF statute. Title 18, USC, Section 1346. 





To: FBIHQ Fromf^§f53|- n ?S mEAU OF •NVESTIGATION 

Re: 194B-SC^23790, 10/17/1996 

-violation HSMF , ^Bankruptcy P and r^ ilty " t0 1 COUnt each 

18, use, Sections 1346? 152 and Title^fi^rr^^c s ^ tutes ' Title 
exchange for the u s Att orr>ou Tl tle 2 f: USC ' s ® c tion 7206(2) in 

of Ms\entenc^ g U ^idf ^rLngr^ich 1 ^s h 2 e 7 1r™ ^ ld ” *" d 
incarceration, usdpt rnvn? y wn - Lcn was 27-33 months 

scheduled HAMEL for sentencingf e vi3/ 9 ^ e ' SentenCe report and 

HAMEL had bLrbhargfd^ BRYANT and 

LAWSON and Fresno developer ^ May ° r CHARLES DAVID 

indictment returned 1/4/96 alS S ^™ E in a 21 courit 

statute. Title 1S . t v l°^tions of the HSMF 


charged as'a resuit'of ^nformatl^nf f UefL'SsDf 
matter fH'calilornia Ce^raTv^lf^ "^ ilty " - =aptioned 

s2sr:,*s. s ssfe;^ * - 

Descriptive Data: 


b / C 
b'7D 


Main Subject 
Race: 

Sex: 

Name - 
Last : 

First: 

Middle: 

DDN: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN #: 
Address - . 
House #: 
Street Name: 
City: 

State: 
Country : 


W 

M 

BRYANT 

GLYNN 

LAFAYETTE 


b' 


naaera f California 



b 7 C 


California 

US 




To: FBIHQ From: Sacramento 
Re: 194B-SCr-23790 , 10/17/1996 

Main Subject 
Race: 

Sex: 

. Name - 
Last: 

First : 

Middle: 

DDN : 

DOB: 

SSAN #: 

Address - 
House #: 

Pre Directipn: 
Street Name: 

City: 

State: 

Postal Code: 
Country : 
Miscellaneous - 
Wife 


cc 


Fi le 1 94B— SC— 23790 
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w * 

M 

HAMEL 

GERALD 

MARVIN 


California 

93611 

US 
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U.S. Depai^^ent of Justice 

United States Attorney ' 

Eastern District of California 


Federal Building, Room 3654 209-498-7272 

United States Courthouse Fax 209-498-7432 

1130 O Street 
Fresno, California 93721 . 
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U-S. Depar^fent of Justice 


United States Attorney 
Eastern District of California 


@0G2 


555 Capital Mail. Suit* 2550 915/554^2700 

Sacrdmenio, California 95814 fax 916/SS4-2IOO 

Mailing A44 jts*: 

(ISO Capital Mall 
SacrtoneHu}' California 95824 


Pasty Pentello, Media Coordinate/ 
(Vi6) S5S-2 706 


PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

October 10, 1996 


HAMEL TO PLEAD GUILTY TO MAIL, 

BANKRUPTCY, AND TAX FRAUD 

United States Attorney Charles J. Stevens announced today 
that the government and defendant Jerry M. Hamel have executed a 
guilty plea agreement to resolve the pending honest services mail 
fraud case against defendant Hamel as well as bankruptcy and tax 
fraud cases that have been under investigation. Defendant Hamel 
has been awaiting trial in the mail fraud case before the 
Honorable Robert E. Coyle in United States jg.^ .Jerry M. Hamel,, et 
al. , CR F-96-5002. 

Pursuant to the plea agreement, defendant Hamel agrees to 
plead guilty to Count 14 of the pending Indictment — honest 
services mail fraud. The defendant will also waive Indictment 
and plead guilty to an Information being filed today charging him 
with bankruptcy fraud and aiding and assisting in the .preparation 


" ■ 3HJ ~ A3NM0XJjV ' S ' fl zvhisxib c n-r 
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10/10/96 THU 11': 18 FAX 916 554 2100 


,r-M ^ ijs-jVTTORNEV 


FRESNO ® 


of a false income tax return. The maximum statutory sentence is 
thirteen years of incarceration, a three-year period of 
supervised release, a fine of $750,000, and a special assessment 
of $300. Pursuant to the Federal Sentencing Guidelines, the 
applicable sentencing range is twenty-seven to thirty-three 
months . 

The plea agreement, with the supporting factual basis, and 
the Information are being filed this morning. (A copy of the 
factual basis is attached hereto.) The parties intend to appear 
today at approximately 1:30 p.m, before The Honorable Robert E. 
Coyle for the entry of defendant Hamel's guilty pleas. 
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ragtu^BjLsi9- _~ Exhibit A 
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Indictment - Count 14 


3 

4 


At all relevant times, I was an incorporator and director of 
Williamsburg Manor. Williamsburg Manor was a company engaged in the 
building of homes. 


5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


In approximately March 1991, Pat Fortune, with my acquiescence 
and approval, arranged for Williamsburg Manor to secure a $27,000 
loan from California Valley Bank to then-Clovis city Council member 
Charles D. Lawson. I was aware at the time that Lawson could not 
have gotten the loan otherwise. The money advanced by Williamsburg 
Manor for the certificate of deposit to secure the loan was charged 
against my personal shareholder account. I was aware of, and 
acquiesced in, Williamsburg Manor's repayment in June 1992 of the 
$27,000 loan from California valley Bank to then-Clovis City 
Counci Imember Charles D. Lawson by surrendering to California valley 
Bank the certificate of deposit in the amount of approximately 
$27,ooo which had been used to secure the loan. X was present and 
agreed to an arrangement under which the loan would be repaid 
through an entity known as the ASC Corporation, which was a company 
ay brother-in-law had, knowing and intending that this repayment ' 
arrangement would have the effect of hiding our involvement in the 
loan. 
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* 

X understand that each year, from 1991 to January 1996, Lawson 
filed false Statements of Economic Interests with the Fair Political 
Practices Commission stating under oath that he had no reportable 
interests in loans, despite the existence of the $27,000 loan 
Fortune and I made to him. I further understand that these false 
Statements of Economic Interests were delivered by the United States 
Postal Service to the Fair Political Practices Commission in 
Sacramento, CA according to the directions thereon* I did not 
expect Lawson to disclose publicly the existence of the loan, nor 
did I intend for him or want him to do so. 

On August 31, 1992, despite the existence of the loan 
identified above and the corresponding conflict of interest, Lawson, 
along with then-Clovis City Councilmembers Glynn L, Bryant and Leif 
C. Sorensen, voted in favor of Williamsburg Manor, Inc. on a matter 
then -pending before the Clovis city Council concerning property 
located north of Alluvial Avenue between Willow and Peach Avenues in 
Clovis, California. 

As part of the scheme to defraud, I knowingly caused a letter, 
dated June 19, 1992 from Alyce Fearout of Williamsburg Manor in 
Fresno, California to Ben Hanson of California Valley Bank in 
Firebaugh, California requesting that the certificate of deposit be 
used to pay off the loan Lawson had at California Valley Bank, to be 
sent and delivered by the United States Postal Service, according to 
the directions thereon. 

In addition, in 1992 and 1993, using a Williamsburg Manor 
checking account, I sent campaign contributions through 
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intermediaries to then-Clovis City Counci lmembers Glynn L. Bryant 
and Leif C. Sorensen so as to disguise the source of the payments. 

I also sent personal money to Leif C. Sorensen directly. Pat 
Fortune also gave Glynn Bryant $5,000 directly. Sorensen and Bryant 
received this money before the vote identified above. I understand 
both Sorensen and Bryant filed false campaign statements and 
Statements of Economic Interests in that they did not identify me or 
Fat Fortune as the source of the money ve gave them. I further 
understand that these false Statements of Economic Interests were 
delivered by the United States Postal Service to the Fair^Political 
Practices Commission in Sacramento, CA according to the directions 
thereon. I did not expect them to disclose publicly these payments, 
nor did I intend for them or want them to do so. The necessary 
outcome of our actions was that Sorensen, Bryant and Lawson cast 
votes with a conflict of interest of which the public was not aware. 
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On approximately March 23, 1994, X hand-delivered $15,000 cash 
to Leif Sorensen. X obtained the funds by negotiating for cash a 
Williamsburg Manor check in the amount of $15,215.17. On the check 
I wrote n cc Scaffolding & Planks, etc.” I negotiated this check/ 
with the false notation on it so that I would not be connected to 
the money, and the amount could be deducted as a business expense. 

In sum, from approximately February 1991 to approximately 
August 1995, I and others, including Patrick Fortune, made up a plan 
to deprive the City of Clovis and its citizens of their right to 
honest services. I acted with the intent to deprive the city of 
Clovis and its citizens of their right to honest services. And I 
caused someone to use the mails to carry out or to attempt to carry 
out the plan. 

Informati on _^Count _Gne 

In or about December 1993, in the Eastern District of 
California, I, a resident of Clovis, California, did willfully aid 
and assist in the preparation and presentation to the Internal 
Revenue Service of a U-S. Corporation Income Tax Return, Form 1120 , 
of Williamsburg Manor, Inc. for the fiscal year ended March 1993, 
which was false and fraudulent as to a material matter, in that the 
tax return underreported total income by approximately $58,840, and 
overstated expenses by approximately $8,560, as I then and there 
well knew and believed. Pat Fortune and I split the proceeds of 
FG&E refund checks for Williamsburg Manor, which we negotiated for 
cash, and I knowingly and willfully failed to report the proceeds on 
the Williamsburg Manor tax return or on my personal income tax 
return so that X would not have to pay taxes on them. The refund 
checks for that year that we split totalled approximately $58,840. 

I also caused to he deducted by Williamsburg Manor campaign 
contributions totalling approximately $8,560 which were not actually 
deductible business expenses, and did so in order to reduce the 
taxes that had to be paid. 
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In the same way, Pat Fortune and I diverted PG&E refund checks 
for Williamsburg Manor in fiscal years ending March 1992 and March 
1994. I also diverted PG&E refund checks for Hamel Development for 
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fiscal year ending September 1993, September 1994, and September 
1995. In fiscal years ending March 1992 and March 1994, I also 
caused to be deducted by Williamsburg Manor campaign contributions 
which were not actually deductible business expenses. X took these 
steps to avoid paying taxes. 
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In or about November 1992, while a resident of Clovis, 
California in the Eastern District of California, I did knowingly 
and fraudulently make a false declaration under penalty of perjury 
as to the following material matters, in and in relation to the 
matter of In re Jerrv M. Hamel , a voluntary bankruptcy petition 
under Chapter 11, slater converted to Chapter 7 of Title 11 of the 
United States Code. I caused the petition to be filed in the United 
States Bankruptcy Court for the central District of Utah, as case 
Number 92-26832, on or about October 23, 1992. The false 
declarations were that: 

(1) I had no income, whereas, in truth and in fact and as I 
then and there well knew, I received income from Hamel Development, 
and was entitled to receive up to $120,000 a year from Hamel 
Development ; 

(2) X had not transferred any property, other than property 
transferred in the ordinary course of my business or financial 
affairs, whereas, in truth and in fact and as I then and there well 
knew, I had transferred seven pieces of property to an entity known 
as KMA within six months of filing bankruptcy; 

(3) I had a single checking account containing $2,300, whereas, 
in truth and in fact and as I then and there well knew, I had a 
checking account with Bank of the west containing over $60,000 in 
it. 
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D Lobbyisfs testimony indudes Lung, 
five ex-Fresno coundl members. 

By Arne Dudley Ellis, Toil) Kertscber 
and Angela Valdivia Rush 

Tl» Fresno Bee 


Hall used to call development lobbyist Jet 
frey 1. Roherts the bagman - the guy who 
traded a cashTilled envelope for tbs coundl 
vote be needed. 

Turns nut those whispers of the late 1980 b 
and early 1990a were true, according to Rob- 
erts' own admissions. 

In statements to federal officials investi- 
a in Fresno and Go- 


The Operation Rezone trial is scheduled 
to start Tuesday in U.S. District Court in 
Fresno. 


gallon, called Operation Rone. The trial of 
former Clovis City Council Member Leif So- 
rensen end (our others is scheduled to begin 
■Tuesday, in federal court in Fresno. 

Although none of the current and former 
Fresno coundl members named in the state- 
ments has been charged with Rraouc crimes, 


vis, Roberts describes roiiidnely delivering 

■-y^viiiufcjjiliiabltt-to-FTesjw Citw-Cflun^ — ibjiberts^ewpee^^teri^-sij^^ daiL fT.' 

members who were erpeded to their approve— ^ ^ Rpheris has pleaded guilty to 



projects, 

Roberts' statements implicate current 
Fresno City Coundl Member Bob Lung and 
Eve former Fresno coundl members - Dale 
Doig, Craig Schnrton, Robert Smith, Esther 
Padilla and Les Kimber, 

His assertions are expected to be Bcrati- 
niied during the first trial in the FBI investi- 


aiding in eriortiun and is provfflhgtestiiiio— Jet^y-T,- 

ny in hopes of reducing his sentence, Roberts said 


Perhaps' more than any disclosures to date 

to Fresno 
council 
members. 


portray a climate in which developers in 
need of a vote just dipped into their wallets. 


Hit' 977 230£’ 


P , u J tfci 



I- PI HHtKHI'ltr-ll u 


DHL IV KflUE 


Exccrpls from interviews Isders' authorities conducted 
with lobbyist Jeffrey T. Roberts in July and August 1995 
and Aoril 1996. 



BnO Ljrst 


Fresno City Council 

Bet) Long 

*He reea^d be nrd (business 
partner Jin^) Logan weierrn- 
pic&t^iid by Ffosro Cow-til 
Member Bob Lurg to pick up the 
expert tor a toern thal '*as flo- 
ton to bo rented at the F icodri y 
[<■0 svfiofe Lung was going to 
held a hfnd 
rtteer Ion 
Mayn't i, 

tsm He 

s&to Lung * 

carrspaign 

corsu : tnnl 
. , . ha*j as- 
sumed they 
wcu’a oay lor 
' {he bM ar'd 
when they 
ws!0 Crfpsc-rl- 

ijd w’Sh fsrrrrfi wblto thsytfidn'l 
vsorf to, thoy unmalety patd tor it 
becmjso they d ! d not .vani lo g$l 
into an irgumgni, Robgii 
II -ought the room coal epprrnd- 
msteTy $ 359 , 

'Roberts said he reearpd 30- 
clhw atsastoo when htevotoperj 
Jen FHomfiSCn asked hrrn to tf*- 
live- an envelope Jo , . . Lung, 
which at I he time he Ihcught was 
L’niiTuei:. He said hi» d dn l ask 
5ncf Thomason d J d rwl votortear 
whai wa 9 in Ihe envelope, but he 
SLSoectod it coniginod P'o.nsy. 

“ ... AT tit* time <5r , v9 f ope 
was de'lverod to Lune, I’hcm^- 
scr 'f.ae in e combat- 

sial Isau^ concerning screws lo 
Hamden Avfnus.' 

Former Fresno 
City Council members 

oaio boig 

■Roberts was ques^oned by 
Investigators 35 to when and lirjw 
ha firsi 


cccaston Scha^cn needed 0 spi 
01 ii'ss to' a Jeep and because 
Roberto had ttra same type of ve- 
hicle tnora wf(h n sat of Ikes 
gave hfm his old set. 

tasked on rv 

clher oecss on Fresno deve'oper 
Jon Thcmason wanted to buy a 
Hartov Davidson irraiorc^to and 
$bU it to $ch,artcn under very rea- 
«onab r e terms . . , 3charton real- 
ty M eri toe bite -tcher he ms giv- 
en seme by Thomason which 
was just prtor to Hg re-etoct'on 
bid bul because hg tosi the elec* 
Hon ha was rot ab> lo make |he 
payments even under the crlgtnat 
Terms provided by Thomason. 

'Shea Schadon had lost the 
election ano be was noi sb-a to 

make the payment, Thomason 
subsequently recovered the tike 

*On another rrsgttcr. Robert? 
taca'ed Jt>n Thomason pay.rg 
to r s t'iu to Las Vegas wrere 
Or&g Scherlon, Jim lj>gan, ard 
himse.l stayed at the MiTag* Ho 
tel.’ 

Robert Smith 

‘'Rcbe'19 advised In 1992 he 
W3s approached by Gob Sm th 
who wanted cash. Smith needed 
S250 vjhtoh 
he gavo V-kn. 
The mealing 
look otaca at 
Denny 3 Res- 
laurent locat- 
ed a' U'e in- 
tersection sf 
Sbieids and 
Bieck?tone 
nverues and 
ha advised 
- askje lrt>m 

the cesh he provided to SmHh. 
tie atoo gave him halt a caea of 
scotch, 4 

Esther Padilla 

1 Roberts reedited when he was 
heto'ng TTiorrascn secure sup- 
pa't on Ihg Hemdcr Avenue ac* 

cess, Thomason toto h : m not to 

worry about 




Date self) 


be nbte to obtaki th? &uppcri 6 1 

[tor^ar Msyc?H Do e Doig Loq-nn 
sug-esfet? ne qKv Do'y £2 j0 ’ 
casfi, Roberts seto a*ter a oanlr- 
titor FrssnO D-T)‘ Council heditrg, 
tie presented Dcto with the S200 
m c^sh lir r estruom 0# £i Tori to 
r r r*tf» urg-it) ortp Dctg kf pt same 
jus? aa LogafT had sua^etlPd 
Based on the advice he receive 
from Logan, Roberts It was 
Obvious Logan had gvon cash to 
OVg tjas^/ 

Cralfj Sell a rlan 

‘Flcbens saw hf; was p-pnent 

^fion Jrrn Lc^an p-jr.se J cash 1 lo , 
, . , Cre'g Scheicn who had 

itonie to Ihg 
cilice p end- 
ing lor Some 

money bG- 
ceyse he 
couldn't *jN 
{Q'd to pay ct 

car rrpn> bill. 

smm 

In Hto midfile 
of 3 d vorce 
avl because 
hi; car needed shocks end 
brakes, unless He ro ci the bi'l ho 
would not be ?b:o to reineve 
sanvi from the repa r shop 
“Rctesrts |salp| the i-icident 
hart cr.conod sc.'T^me during 
toe late T90CTs onp 6c ho-* 

Ion didn't exhbil the rep'J'f bjft lo 
anyone he aa rl he needod $ 33 ? 
or else he would not b? ah's to 
retrieve h'$ s-ohioh. . . , Rcbwis 
Thoug 1 ^ had cw wp to 

ingm on nutoetous occao;or.s 
•asking tor ho p on Ihing c * 

ercif'erand because Ihpywujfd 
rood St^iador s support on th© 
City Coon cl' lh*y were wiling to 
f« : .p hitri out. 

'Roports reoalpd on another 



Esther PartNFa 



Craig Schsrlon 


an. because 
he bad &!■ 
ready s* 
cured ss'n©. 

"Accoruing 
to Thcma 

eon, she was going to support 
h’i? p'pjpdl eno'wtiatever THcpina- 
son wns BO ? rq to do for he r had 
ekondy been dona. Roberta re- 
called ha did deliver Pa pita cash 
which she rater raiL-med, Rcberis 
W35 aurprisDd Radiiia had relum- 
ed cash bocausfe on en ©art- 
nr occasion sheke.ul sacte. On 
ihe 8=‘jcnd orc-asibn, Ttomason 
p'ovlded t ; bar $1 ,00C wNch. 
wgfltn, shg returned. Thofnascn 
told Hebert* he was suT r '^d 
RatfiHa had isfajmed It^e money, ‘ 
Les Klmbfti 

'Roberts l.tjs dur- 

ing his laat year on the Cty 
Council, appeared at Roberts' or- 
in, e V3rt arid H. h a 

esar was In the shop ler 

Roberts Mid 
Kimbe r asked 
htoi Did Lo- 
gan to pay 
bM ftf-d 
buv an ad In 
his rowspa- 
per, Ihfi Cali- 
fornia Advo- 
cate, 

■■ Roberts 
said Logan 
give Klmber 
0 check for 'sever©! hundred del- 
ta's. 

■Roberts saW K-mber had ore- 
vtoojr.y re^jasted money, usualVy 
a couylo of hundred dolors, 
end lhal he «nr| Logon had pato 
because they 'wer© concerned 
lhal Ihefr failure to da so might 
result h a reta-lation agatri^f a 
project Thai they iregtit tiave had 
pending before the City Dojndi,' 



Lee Klrrber 


Roberts, Logan known for influence 


By Anna Dudley Ellis 
end Angela Valdivia Bush 

Tti$ Fresno 

JefTrey T, Roberta cmtl James 
W, IJDgon have been rcgpiliira in 
City Coiinril olTices Tor yeru-B, es^ 
tarnishing « solid repulatJoa for 
getting the loning or plan 
changes their clients nweted ot) 
devr?lnprneiTt; projects. 

"They have been much mor* 
Buece*sfu\ than ’was good for the 
city,” said &*lmo Layne, treasur- 
er oT the Woodward Park Home- 
owners Assoctotion, 

Norther wuld be reached Fri- 
day to cj&mruant. 

Logan was a city planning 
commifisiemer and then a mem- 
ber gf the City Council from 
1969 to 1972. After leaving the 
council, h» started Hie own yea- 
ning consultant business. 

Roberta Is the grnnd'ujn of the 
planning director for Los An- 


goles in Ihe 1950a and 1960a He 
worked as a planner for Fresno 
County for a little more then a 
year beginning iri 1978 before 
opening hia own consulting busi- 
ness in I960, tie and Lognn b^ 
enma pjUtncra In 1988. 

"They were a Lag team fnr so 
long,” said former Council Mem- 
ber Rod Anaibrian. 

Some excunples af l he two eon- 
SulLanta' 'irfluenca over Iho years 
include; 

B In February l&B8 t Roberts 
was able to perpuede the council 
to approve a small shopping cen- 
ter at the southwest corner of' 
New and Cedar avenues, despite 
the objections or Anafortan, who 
reprerenterl the district The cor- 
ner was suppof^d to have only B 
mintmarket arid Johnny Quik 
corporate office* 

B In the eutnrmir of 199*1, 
Roberts lobbied the council for 


direct traffic access onlo Hern 
don Avenue property owned b; 
devolopcr Jim Thomason, Aftei 
public outery. the council rnjoct 
mJ ths plan, 

B In January 19£M T Roberts 
or behalf of develnper Gary 
McDonald, persuaded tne council 
to approve 60 apartments on 
Wood row Avenue just south ol 
Shaw Avenue, despite vehement 
neighbor opposition, 

■ In July 1994, I^gan Biicccsa- 
fully lobbied the council to allow 
a Johnny Quik at Sprues and 
Herndon avemica, over the objec- 
tions of 40 rcski&ntfi at the meot- 
ing and it petition signed by 
morn than HCO. 

B In the . summer of 1994, 
Roberte imccASsfuJIy lobbied an 
tahratt of Thontoson w>.he t«n*M 
build anveraJ homea cm what is 
kjiown as Scout. Inland on the 
Snn Joaquin Rfver. 


Rezone: Additional names surface 


Continued from Faga At 
The cstexionalup ■ vs* eymblotlo'. 
Some council members ewmec] 
to count on developers ob their 
piggy bank. 

In one instance, Lung alleged* 
ly lennHi on dcvelffoers to pay a 
W5Q hotel bill. Lmfg said Friday 
that he knew nothing about that* 
Other council members alleg- 
edly pleaded for — jfliid received 
— eftfth for car j-epair*, One 
council member reportedly leR a 
fund-ratolng cverft and waa 
handed tite keys Lo|s Harley-Da- 
vidson motorcycle* ! 

State low prohibits direct es.'h 
cont-Tilmtioria of or more to 
candidates or ofTjconoIdere. 

A fipokesM'oman ;fbr the US* 
Atlornoy's OHlca irj Sscram^nfo 
said it had no com men t on Rob- 
fetaTcmoqto. \ 

But at least two of the alleged 
TDoney-tokere on f’riday ques- 
tioned Roberta 7 motives in speak- 
ing to the FBI, I 
"Thor* is a lot afifrction m the 
fttmo&phere for obvious reasons,” 
fornipr Mayor and Council Mem- 
ber I)n1e Doig eald Friday, 

Added former Cot)rteil Member 
l«es Rimber: ^Undgr no e-ircum- 
Btances would \ aid5 anybody for 
any money to Tut tny car. Isn't 
that port of petty? I If I w r ere to 
D$k for money, it wAuld be a hcU 
of a lot more than lo fur my car 
That is stupid/ 

Operation Redone eources 
have smid that Lung, TadiJU and 
Scluuion havt? beeq investiented 
bui not charged. The cnly elect- 
ed official in Freana to be 
charged rn Rezone ip Smith, who 
in March pleaded jyuiltv to ex- 
torting $10,509 Frcfrin developer 
Jon Thomaaon. 

Lung, who is swking re-olec- 
tlon in Noverabei, has been 
linked to Operation I Kczcjne by a 
controversial loan arranged for 
liirn by Thomason. iBut me nO'V 
allegation^ Sugcrest L^ng sought 

vtth^r fft'tota. > 

Roherte tofd the FBI that 
Lung asked him and bis business 
partner, James Logan, to pay for 
a room at the Piccadilly Inn, 
where b Lung campaign Fund- 
roiser was held March 1 1, J993. 
Roberts sold he gavj Lung or his 
campaign aide $^50 for the 
room, and that Lung Inter 
thanked him, j 

On another iteco.'jiQii, Rnberte 
told the FBI, developer Thoma- 
son asked him to driver an en- 
velops to Lung. Roberts eaid he 
did not know whatj was in the 
ertvelope t hut euspictad it waa 
money mid gave it Lung in his 
council oIBce, j 

Lung said Friday he kne« 


nothing about hh cnrti pnign'si 
saking RoherLB and. Lngan tn pay 
for the Piccadilly room and do- 
llied getting an envelope of cash 
from Roberlfl on behalf oT Tho- 
mason, 

“I get stuff all the tim* in en- 
velopes • maps, letters and 
stuff/ Lung said. f, It could be n 
confidential letter, too/ 

Of Roberts' statements to the 
FBI, Thomason would sny only 
that “oul of respect for everyone 
involved in the inveatipatTon, on 
all sides, I will reRorya any com- 
ments I'll mnke for the court- 
room." 

Thomason hue been prersuding 
informstion to Operation Razom* 
mvestigotors as part of jib iromu- 
nity-from-prosecutiDa agree- 
ment. 

Amon?; the (onewr City Coun- 
cil members, Schsrton; w-ho 
served on the council from 1987 
to 1991, received the mast fo- 
vors, according to Roberts. 

Schftrton could not bo reached 
Friday to comment, 

Roberta told the FBI he sow 
his partner Logon give cash to 
Scharton in the loto 1980a after 
Schcrtm approached them 
M pleading w for $300 ror a car re- 
pair bill. 

Lngan could net he reached 

Friday to comment. 

Roberto 6aid Schartott aunt* to 
him and part-rttr u an mimet* 
oils ooctifiions asking for help," 
end the two complied “bocause 
they would need scherton s eup- 
port on ihe City Council," ac- 
cording to Roberts 7 statements to 
the FBI. 

On another oc-juioh. Roberta 
told the FBI, Scliarton needed 
tires for his jeep and Roberta 
rave him the set from hie own 
jeep. 

Robert? said Thomason nteo 
bought a Hnrlcy-Daviiieon mo- 
torcycle and sold it to Soharton 
^Urtder vary reasonable tentis* 
jU6t before Scbwrtjon’s feitod re- 
election bid in 1991. 

Roberts wld un ontity called 
CTL Leasing was created for the 
motorcycle's registration to con- 
ceal ita real owner, 

According to Roberts’ state- 
ments, Roberta wiitl Thomnsem 
"hnd various construction proj- 
ects pending before the TTesno 
City Councir and the motorcycle 
“wqb 'a big happy pilV that 
Scharton could juet net re 111 no/ 

Smith, who Served on the 
council frara 1P91 to 1994. re- 
ceived $250 from Roberta in 
1992, according to Roberto 1 
statement. 

Robert? a*id he gave Smith the 
money and 6 half case of Swteh 


at a Denny's Restaurant ni 
Btacksttino iwvd Shields avenws 
after Smith called to ask for 
money. 

Roberta also avid he hod given 
Smith money from a restaurant 
that was swking tHy upprovel 
for a. drive-through lone. 

Roberta told tho FBI that he 
did not mind helping Smith be- 
cause Smith voted lor Roberts 7 
prejKts '’ftppttMimfltely 90 p<?r- 
cent of thfl time. 77 

Smith's lawyer, Samuel Wur- 
man, aajd Friday “that ift Iho po- 
litical process , , , money c>c- 
chfitfdmj hands. [Roberta} irnyr* 
(Smith) supported hifl stulT. so 
bp wAnfctf fo support him.'’ 

Doig. who aurved ns tnnyur anrl 
council member between 1373 
and 1989, received cash 

from Roberta in Iha mid-JPSUe, 
nccording tn Roberta' adminsiDns, 
Doig an id Friday thnt outairle of 
Irgoi campaign contritmtiona, he 
nww r®cuivcd yny money 
Roberta or Logmv 

Klmbet, who pervad on Lho 
council from 1983 to 1991» drove 
to the Logim-Rohcrio ofTire In n 
rented von 000 d^y d, l iiric,p, Ida 
Inrt yoar in oflire, Roberta told 
tho FRf, Roberta said Kimber 
naked the iobljyista if they ctmkl 
pay the a repair bill for Ills God* 
iltac and hay an nd in hia news- 
paper, lb* CcOifarniq Advocate. 

Roberta said Logan wrote out 
a check, amounting to "nevprnl 
hundred dallara," mod'; out to 
the deoterahip lhal hud Hone the 
repairs, 

Roberta said ICimber tiod peri- 
odically approached him rind Lo- 
gan for money, He said tbpv hod 
paid out of (bar of jeopardizing 
their projftta. 

Kimbcr said Friday tlml Rob- 
erta bought ticket* to Ine cam- 
paign rund-rsiser* but denied 
pressuring Roberta or Lognn for 
cash or to buy adverttaemeuts. 

Podtllft, wlw wrb on the coun- 
cil from 1991 to 1994, took mon- 
ey but returned it, according to 
Roberta, Roberta told the r Hi he 
was surprised she horl returned 
it beenure she had token money 
before, 

Padilla could not he reached 
Friday to comment, 

RobortR did not pninl ail 
done in tho Piime light. 

He told the FBl t for exempli 1 , 
that Fresno Mayor Jim Put tor 
hod ne.ver a*ked Kim 
money in eschanpa for vol^a no 
council issues, Ho described Put 
torson a* a "straight, nice guy.” 


I 
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[S'ra ill Tatham had just pulled himself out of bed 
Is tH anc ^ Pressed l° r ^‘ s daily hip to the gym 
P lyij when the phone rang, 

Still groggy, he padded downstairs and 
took the call in the kitchen of his Bluff Drive 
rondo, leaving his wife, Susan, asleep iti the 
bedroom. It was not quite 7 a. in. 

The caller was Jeff Roberts, a consultant helping 
Talham rczone 40 acres of farmland at Barstow and 
Temperance avenues. The night before, the Clovis 
Citv Council had Voted 011 lhe issue - Tatham bad 
more that! $11)0.000 riding on the outcome. 

Roberts did not bring good news, 


FBI’s government corruption 
case heads to court 


SIX INDICTED 


t/mtrpltoh loquiy / 


"Bill, it didn't pa®*,' 1 he erudr 
Htt blotnori Leif Soran*en, leader 
or the fivniwubhpr council's pro- 
■jcvclopnenl majority, who hod 
eurprisingH voted against it, 

"Leif ca^.u right out of the ^ 
blue nod wofl very flgi^sswn, 

; RuherU f;Md t '‘a™l no one knows 
! why. 1 ' 

I Tnthfttn's nrnptv tfornach tied 

irvlfinto n knot/liiE option on 

! the land would expire ponn, and 
I without the rernmng, He hod no 
| hope of brooking overt, 

* Suddenly, Tallinn: i*rivl5l r jnw 
! ‘hi? bankroll — Iho e-tnall fortune 


he had built in five years of pit- 
ehpflk poker with ibe big build- 
trt on metropolitan Fresno 5 p*- 
fringe — gviog "poof 
ovit might. 

He told Roberts to fis It 

A few hour* )st«r T Robert* 
called back with thy rest of the 
story, Sorensen would change 
hi* vote, he told Tatham* In re- 
!um for b 510,000 contribution 
to three allies in the upcoming 
Clovis ejections. 


Six ceoslo were hdicied Aug. 1, 199&. on 
conc-plisn find extortion charges, Including 
Clovis Cly Council Member Lei I C. Scn«»v 
sen. Charges stem from an alleged attempt 
la ortort money Irom Gil Tatham Jr, In 1934 


far Key players caught h the FBI's net. 
r 1 K ■ a Page A13 

►- LeH C. Scranserr oiepe^s toi a ‘very 
emoiinnal" p.aj scheduled to begin Tuesday, 
Page Al 4 

Will the trial revee! the underbefy cf lowil 
politics and back room deal ng** Or is it an 
overcealous government invest' 'oauoip 

page A15 


Ple&sc sscTettiam, Page Al 2 — • — 






J^i Froni ch]ld?s P ]n y t0 adult’s work; the game was always cutthroat 

Tsrlrani tftl, I „n;,, f . ■ .. 1 “ . : — 


ConTlf’sjffri from Pflg«r Al 

Tfl'hflrn trti'l ftabprfe to nTT^t *7 ,$Fyi ; rr < (VV f 
V l1.n, R 1,! I, l.i.-.^r, r. lik. l. nM li,ii,;„;„ n 
UW^I err. A.nzrr ?tetlp<\ ‘n bull-1 

3vtD»it ['link k« -v^, i„ ( fni( , y,;, 

t,n<l L Ve 'kink Tii'hfirn 

V t>f rVs‘l.-'n[s mt.uH ,„,rp 

teLMirvIrd'?. In-s h» hm spirit!; r„, hills 
<o^f mslp.irl nf tior?' 

Di|. i«„ ? l«w cfVillft Tpifh.vn and Vs 

*fli 3? rmtirted !a win.. 

v.'tJe ^krd him wh.ii Ji? *,ih mine tn rfr- 
Screw hrj^iid. 

P2n^_r!_f^5jJ ( ( Dljr 

tntiJ llir.t dully r-.-Htiiiq lr. Jnny.i"/ r^ h . 
Wr, havr pr:cH C f e( | iW. Rilj Tcr^* 'veui/f'l-j-n 
*n Ip * aySF.rrn tp-*t ha J *j-r.TTif'r1 |, Jn ^ 
j rj -Icrenvcr f nr Ihe Ffif ntid he~.mn *1. - a. L*r . . 



y m§hrn 






Hfs !in]>d. 9 r 
| Tnlmmjr. 
stands In ibe 
nvCfluol Ihfl 
pjuo 

liifn'a^ 4] 

Bestow ard 
rpmperanc,* 

property Thai 
to <h* ngi it 
Opc r BikjT> 


IflVOBlIgjiIfo-v 

Tafriom iigd 
more lhan 
% 100,000 Ildlf 


ailt lllM.Jl tltfffts -It* r^Ki Ml. xnp. 

nn ^ ’fc- *-Vi jV!5‘ Onrthirr h*( 
*" “nri.] T/'-j.'i kid, n ! h lc t tr nud rr^tri 




n* junrr qt> in? vnrwy rnottwll Iron Fit , 

l^ri UtflhSjihrol in tli<- cnrk IPTO.:, VMM Hill 
nll-Meirfl nnd ’u.'n^c'TnM'ilfv etrnfifctnrH (ht* h< 
mnnlrf; he;k in |l.« ci'j, 

Jlullnrd rln ri T?frnr?^, mH *1^71 

>n ^r. ■t run-.lnj h*! h.n?l in Llnck f.vdi n* t 


T^ r n? li ' r^' '^’nloTKrt taircsv-lwn hi? ['Iiyj=i;#i| 
f Kiila ivercn t enough 

I ^nrilrt rj>!3 it Irrekriry,* wi - id nn?! tmrnr'<irn 
Mrrh McUhon, m« h f re-nn d,1m rrf ctrr, 'ITo 

, '“ s " ir, "7 ^ wvti t Jtn; n . In EtSnrk thr |M 1V - 
ftn-JU-.rj; ht'flilo j*. IIpv;/i? nluMyR Irvinj Lr f c-'l. ji.i 

“*■* ™ »«*'■ TS-o Wd ju-t VJ i l!-cV rut " 
0 f r o. TrjUiftit.V fovntY/t jwili.nr? *h<, tht Imurtf 

r ?,,,l> ™3k* ft, P J /?| fi’T r«t <m r t, fths. f 

®^c^ nPr | 1 ' ;l1 ^ rtrruifj Dn -*rir!t? 

T1»C fnmc w,i? r»iUhrn?.*s, tr..] Tnilmr- *n+ n in&-- 
Inr, Hip c-incrnfffl(ir>r. fH«l- rt : i(h c-neh ;r-!f 0 f ’ 
lh- i\\r*. li-rr^'.rrpitixf tlm «?ld* nnr| hit 

p| rni.-tc>' TriFt'di, 


A .nflltiml J H\r%c_trnikr 


!i‘^hii:h i*chiv>I 5Wf>rFlii?prt, n cliwic.i'W. nnd 
n:rved lo Mrlibn toAUrpd ln« *Hmei n* 
rV|!pnrHif>^ Unfvprtit]. Tint pj-irt nflifm rphnlr^f 
nfynnrJ ilio IJcj of rpcidiri^ Ivi life ^-r-iitine J^r 
(I:* 'T-Jt 

His, H-s'. ;snr n- T. T prr,l[,;~, fsl'i-o, lira's 
Jie FIW nfnl ptf!nn.| roi n rS U-p in!rm«itj .ind 
” ! rIiT 3:t “TP* ll - a v '' cn t f Tw.irtc FiR'n'nf ;!mf 
.:" rfil vniJ.J M 1W 1 .jru M,r n | 

ion <>r nn H-mlt i 





%.'wW 

■£tg . 




:*0 






1:y virtup nJ - a ii 1 Wp? on £yn UmHl 5Li<U. 

Ild lhftij;!:t hrir-Oy nhnut 8»nylaip in r»»11inll 4 cl 

llirr hi rnit :ri g M p Ohfflyrr dealer trvir.R 

|fp(jr( on MF/i rro nhcmcv jch. 

Ik flip L'niMiicry'd rc*utni;ip hi? In *- 
Hitt l-y thnr ilv^ rntham m. in hii f-firJy fSfVt. And, 
except ffir hit brir' flint »kh thr hw firm bn f nr! 
tprni hi? niiill hk vorklni* for lilt Inlhn. 

Ik replwfyt lc nunnrt hij; indcfipndmm, FifrikinR 
out nn hn ijwrn liy Fi^plyiric ft?? hors*-trn'ling Frbills 
to the hlph-fta1t«i world of rwtl crtjti/- 

Me rpiichly fnnnd fhnt It HiHn'l hOt" n -vMr It 

ktiP'v hmv io ^iruchtn* the deaK ’ ‘ 

Jn rnc of hi? Hrs! dp«!s Ijc IbuH n jcbl-lntl^h 
hiFmcr who O^-rW 57 rtcr^s oi> lh* nor(h'*'(r$t err- 
Mnr (i f Sbflv nnd Temppr.-inrc n'cniKs ik paid r|;2 
kr:Mcx f S.4. p >r>sCfli). but nnly T23.0OU vn> c;i^h. 'itifl 
:^T WAF fl promi^sorv rwk, which thn ramie-- 

rrOFTplU- Ai'^netl over ^ H» kh-ipr. 

j ni-’urn irrnvrd tliqn fl ±W 0 rt n!l:-*r p-fipnr- 
Ik? fhrrjuph hi? pnrtfeba thr fenve * n .y — 


cf bankrnfiiej , tl'cn fell (hom nt n ptefir. 
c r>vck|*f! n k.opek fnr hnefirr f-cllcr? who 
ion Ifl (Irf'-'c n horn hntfriirs Hr; 
nirfhrii Ibpmnut, neri'j]T>nG di.i- 
vkorf pr^portir? nl (l fllnnp iliprount 
them nl t\ prnlil, 

li rxtflto Irk*’ FI pokf^-- ^^irrc, fr.jtin:- 
and nrHjt 1 lirp l ’ri* r crl t h l-j fTir 


Fsthsr-« sifvict. Sill Tatha-^ Sr., ’rft, with Hs ten Ell nl ihs Cnnsoliialstl Und Co oJPc. i n .p,, T 
Vis .ailm aho-.il Sorsnean t ns-nv-dt. Tlw eldn Tn:h*m In Hint j, erfvltocl ognnti psiX^ lr.«ji'«p;P 


Tf’eir cnllcd for Mrtr?hnf! trt "proer^d 

In n cisib^rful and rxpmd itiem 9 mfln.icr” to pit finnf 
ftuhril;i.?lcp Approver frem lh« eily o-vd ck?** I he 
Jmtlinm ■ r r eicn ?rh«|,tlnd tn eKoltc in 



y.m i'f^.i; it tnty t cpr»-.t? hi 

Id ln.0»lhe $200,000 hn hfld poi-i I 
<he?p. f 

I’ffhiri J kw rronlhfr, Trt + J?«-n mr* 


’ ITc'r! Jup-t xhoi'- up in my pffkn 'lrflpmtipirprtyt" 

Mnrsir>]l Sfi'd- "If" cl cone in paring Irin litHc 

kliiibj ftfirt-ft? .md i'j?t r-kp hifrFtlf ri'iwn." 

Mfii-shajl thcuplil Tothum j»j«t ncedcrl lo cn3m 


nerves nee jr 1 -": Mr rnonijii f’mc to jjiiH log? Mi 
Lhc pnncrvrrk. BulTnlhitt* p^i'cvlrd Mornhnll 


>cfltunl]y, ‘.he deni in. fflocrlhl in d sctUo- 
n 1 ., Murkhal 1 '? cnrriFr.ny wont Inin o L?il?pin 


Tough iip 89 .lJfl.tar 

Cenflii^i like If'c^ ^ n fi* ccFnrnnri in Tr>i hnrn 


AnfiMnnjo nnilcct lilmwlf 


WiK'^o 


a Above: fill 
Ttfibn-n J/.'n 
senlo* rci'ivt y 
Biritirtf High 
Sctmc-i <n fa?.? 
tell: As n fir'll 


best ujrinioq 
fcfl'k in Ihn c'lv 
rciyr^s My t-n 
nnoc jd tc' fi f 




wa* hit:, rijjiiinp nut !inu k. 
p^ihlp profit mf n,( r t'-no?‘ 
P llb«! n-til *ftt thril- DITF fl 
1 h* hntrrl i! n||, S'!1 iup 


And rl k nt all flv^r, n-m ifl* liml mnc.? 
if likPTOj"Puli'-. rmli^ly l;nm,r. V.V*i ihn O rlhiwc 
ii wps a p.i'-ilt'. iriJrCLi'jcnr F.lm::pl> (lui 1 . aop, il 
.d {Inf from rtf ■ hr ep'>ptr M'ei-o-i m.rf the 

p nT I he TV nc-«-“ Wlirn lie Imrl n lo-jrli- 

IV" fr.r Hnih-.l fJijji- H:l,v!. fh* kr.vd Snd pin . 


EDUCATIO N 

►■Gr.ictjfiiod Elulirt 


r on-no o- o bCtn'iCR, ntcwjnlitig. 

Sihlt IJnfvcrnhv, PFCtinn, >n?fl 
j Jur!? OinclC", Pnppr-rlr? LhliTMlIj', 

j emplo yment 

Atl&cunajt, /I'lhur 'FOiinQ A Co. ]?f!t 
^ AHi-rptij^ KJmNi? IdcktffJin': 1 Uff-Mi. 1‘ifii-m 
►* Fft's'tir-n:. Cormrt^l^ Gnr/ld Oibitimo-i. 
















'=Ub a.'V 


aiham: Land deals begin melding, into political deals 


Land speculator 


0 A;C, -i'^ July * l , 1 3 99, fj«m Sust’s ?roT r-e 
iTC.Sdg j« kru-rniz, ipw, ‘p,'LT. H l *<&* a.j. 
hr.aiaO'iTwil-^arth H-. leahwHeiH^iCot Ins. 


i*.3\ 

055i?'5-'»'« , 5!a'sJ CCL7?, - 

1?r"C.L3iBiJ!nd Mary lou Slswa’t. Opr.an ssi refc 


O A^rJ'B'ira’j. gn, :* 

3. * ■* 

Kat r. 

n Ac^Jf^d rWy 27, 1?3l. ‘ry^ Vffl !an F.*nd V*l-r i 
m 2/? k Sc'i 4>jq. 

I'rtm flafe 

n 30. 1^52. *Q*3 »:jiT. KVa 
ftejctfjtfw Me*. a!. 1?M, 'iwtGlC'S* T-KIffl. 5c 

Wl c i JJ , 1 to Ft MS** A. a" J Uv*3 S. P.=Mh j 



1 99?, ?a <dtr‘ 
J£TJirKl Z 


JJ1 'A 

UJ ^at-noi, ! 

1*4 rf-’^ngata . P „ T _. _ 

Lo";ha L..F *r"^an, 

AcnuiisJ April ?l, I-st f -g-!( P.Hari#i>r. «-v 
Uj Or- 28. 193S,t«C.1JvJiCar.dMflr l ' , .(?j S>e*a l 

a«/r*d Aug. 7, 1 599, 'ro-rtfrd Sdd D*:. 
‘*1 8. 1993, T. K'ng 


In*#* a 1/ Jiyi* 7, iS9A.ro Aug. |. I9$i. 

fPS ThrWSn p afCpts Erelylred Jt*H 23 , 1 992 J njn MH lenyr NA* 
IW T.7'AiV30-o-:s6'rflr!Co. S4xfrcrti«»j»=W^ an* 1 9Q4 . i« 
irrda sdd Jtri* 39, i9?a, 

fTl fcu' pa'wts aec-risd Jar, ?f i^d.’rcm aecrjs W. and 
UA G , Sc-cidE. Qnt pi«Cfllkc!<5Jar, J*. 1995. <3 fcxrllaU 
Cro'e* Man*:* WscdwwdMh’M pa-csli sHt-eW tyTA-fta m. 

aorrrtdLivi ef Apiten frc-n And- a* Ls * 1.' id*i' H c A F*b. 


IS n 



hrs MU frie*<J 
Mark WcHhen. 
center. a Fresno 
Ch'-op r 9Ctoi, 
ftHait a laugh 
wit* Fig GaKjen 
Coinby Gluts 
Qsfi pro Gary 
Bayer. Wollhen, 
who Clayed high 
school feclbatl 
With Tniham, 

ttmembei* Mi 

Mend as 'fthvay* 
trying lo get jin 
angle’ on Ms 

Opponents 

during gamer 

John Wak« 


r.'j^d frem Pe§e At? 

vk ’n he (urn*} a 20 percent pujlit in eight 
•ns en JO oer-rs of rnrtf ifto vor?d si- 

ll? csuld best every plover in the room ond 
Ji'.v^v Frow the E^jbJp with an brixjCKl rf 
■rid wal^hr*. and nobcA.y wr^ld krev. 

'hrsp'r as .t result, Tatham found hirrtfelf 

'-in? from onanyTnitj- spnln snd nguin diir-ng 
■n tt'sijfti A-ere itrifian p'piMTit. y 

nt. In he !ert 54D.Di)0 lo ttu> mayeraj 
rr sf Jim w.ho flw.Tred 4 f Jhrtiliurt 

■ sVilionanc! Itne^ - the Ta+harri fsimi]y through 

-t:*rsnn's epporente hinted thftt th? knn 
idt- ty hi^ rnr annexing Ccpp^'" Riv-r 

■.^i, where Ci(f Tathnffi Ft 1 -, prnnred ie b'.u”d 0 
",cre cg^T?.e aM heuiing dyielnprieiit, a 
;r that Fiirren^.’S And T/t!hit77?y dtnieri. 
it cnir stipperter of Imrjribtni Mavqr fw-'en 
-pinrey Piled a laumit thnrfiri^ ’.hat Lhe icim 
ih iSlcwi] ror.tTihulicn "JnrisT city «Lusr<ugri fi- 
e IdMfs, To settle *hc Patlt'i’9r»n ev?n^jnliy 
it*^ luWfnjni hfeciunpoizn irtiiTjry find 
JlV ,5sia in Ec^il free lo the Humphrey «vip- 

s en. a day allcr Patt^rsan hod -ven rteclion. 

! IcjIaM that Pill Tathuti Jr. wna ^urkin? nn 
' : frr a haw!, confines eenthr And .iporrs «:Dfn- 
\ galled Criiversity w he huih uti 0, Clo- 

-iM n^rred by Csiifomia Sf.iW t.’ris'pfsfCi', F‘es- 

■■t , r rri ihat Paiter^ws's raA»n vnAeyvrriter '•‘•'ris 

•: ti? cn a mainr il^rlcptticiit rutoidc Trtano 
••ifitifd irnmediotr attach ca '-her.ew ^aycr. 

? 5-a wee'll r*Lterv;n pmp^cd hiring Fij* 
r:ihair. 9A his ajirisUr.t arid cnlictsoi of the re- 
r-shtp fcctw<ren Prtiljfrenr. and (hx TaLhana 
.- even kinder. 

1 *)-? #nd. 5man 7 ,h)5Wj ,ifvfr ncjit to wiirl; 

'^ttersnn, and 151!! TatSiam Mjandr»nMl ^jniver- 
Vulatfe. 3ut ih^ reputation* oi ft3l threcr wpre 

red 

1 C3TJc ) al >r? fg 

• Jme 19M. whe?\ Tntham Optic it** the in-atre 
■’l or. tjjp ncrihw.it vomer />! Djtrslo^ fU2 r J 

avcmie*. it like ;u&t er^lhcr 

-.‘-'/.lie d^al. 

\r. stretch of Tempernnco, the fV^rt: Sine of 
rbn j iidtnnce cn the strawbern' fields utd 
..\ ■’rchardf cf eastern Tto^ro County, was 
n .m s dc 1 iU-?oi At 13 n* time nr Toother, 
-id o’-vnetJ cr fcrld cnfiiin? on ai«3&?r. *(m‘ Lrch 
•'■>nui9e rrnm Still erd In and ljeytna. 

: > ! after he wc-jr^d the option, Tyburn 

,t to another investor, T bah be reacquired il in 

. 1?92 ami almost Onmediately plnf^d the 

.' In >r 'cro'* (or v^i» to Wre iriftn; L9«/thcm L’a/r- 

• 1.1 homebujldar KaurDan t 3rMd. As soon ua 
vu y rtfsanwl tti® l.xnd Ter ir-edium.-denTily 

ihedwl would t\ o^i, and Tfltbom ‘wnuJd 
another bt-dtfcy profit. 
tin* foltnwiriB Ampafit. » Use CiT*' CMjr-j ( 
«.bom u> 'Df#*on the retorting s first s*Jrp. s 

- v-4, 1 p hr Wifprffwm!, Tntham p * rt ghH* ftr.m 

- ms ftiid from Jftsk Wilhams, the real esu?!c 
*.l hit-illinjr Lbo sole. They told liiri Lhm Ser^i- 

ir.d iir.ctb(!r council Kismbr veuid oppose ;kr 
nir^ uulcj,? the Kjiuf^BTi fe Dror.d deni whs 

j'.hwi rckjctOAtlv called ufl tbr «ale. Then, hL 
srtf uipinf>, be donsfjxl >5lK) toSnr*95Pn'> 
r?,lgn cn the day of Ibe vote, and the nmend- 
passed 4-1. Thlbom gnufthltd atout makir.p 
coa'.nbutton, hut lie dee ded he couldh l du 
fning about it, since Itibertfl hadn't ■'dually 
■ tfrepk?tTr«Ti M'miW bfjy a Tavottitsfe vcip. 
l:riw mare ntonlhs ejiipsed. 

■icn tjiri! Jamiruy and thft aarb mominf call 
n Heberts U?ld Tathfcm that th« countU hod re- 

'l bja r«Ohing regui^ but that Sorensen 
id change hi's vote far a ?id,<KJC campaign son* 

sirens he thsre was r«?,T3 te r\cff&- 

)K, N Totbaci replied, 1, 5ee wtiQt}Uj cpr do." 
c sivollo'ived herd and told Robert* Uj ofTer Sc* 
xn f 7.500 He would pay 52,500 to pet the re- 
nj placed on the nc=otfii and 15,000 after the 
was final Roberts called buck later (/> soy that 
i!J^r b*d b**» excepted- 

it the wheels were turning iti Tatbnm's xtilnd- 
the next few boors, he considered bis options. 
np]y raying the money ouietly was out of the 
uon, fie decided. For oou thing, w dcr w* wsM 
' him epen lo charges oThrihory, 

>- weend nptfonY walking away freuj the deal 
y;t the mohry, wnuld be the p.if(r=i 

c^rfi though il wnuld pTfvent him (Vcm 
’ j; the pri'pcuv for the lind of profit ht 

re more Tathjurt rrboui il, 

yant Tbcr? wo?n't (toy amSlpiiti- this tsrre, 
,iS the rrulicr 5500 conMbutioni If hp puid tho 
.y, he would get his vote;, end nobody V'tij dis- 
Op ibol ra - ^ Tsct. 

l* *b? extortvan, find Tolharn took ll r«rsunaf' 
wr <*ttfer* nvt.'Jlod in pi ay thcr pam*, then 

4Ti was d* 4 JirMined to rise In the challenge. 

m b i ought him to the Ibird optian. Going tty 
ry waj the cbviou? Answer, but be vos pfiud 
' ruigbl pel beck to Sorensen tf he sem lb fhe 
7 or ihc District Attorney's OfTue 

- Fjfltf rc&frin, p^rh&p A !f«4yw o( his I?r #or- 

r bock L-r lew nchool, Talbarn thought about 
; ’a the FBI, Romantic notions of the bureau 
l-^ tlurugh bis head: he could almost pi chare « 
C. r ecpnll slowly circling, druinR Li on Ihcir 
:. Ihert moki-tg f h<?tr fC.'TMJ in « bk>«vJ 

- idiM teemed right for pm client rotonn*. tno. 
,v.iyl freni local pclili>s, tbi FTH would be Ic-se 

And KcrecrtJl^d that once, in the lai^ 7^70=, 
ler had gone to the 1TH wilh n 
:9irrlL>ir.:; the rerj!ttng iTivoEtfcntion imd 

: ar.r i“3n , .'ictioti. 

lerVs ; at&Jcc 

: riiBmwuj. Tatnftm drove nut V? G.ppcr Av- 
i [.ere his [Hlbcr kept an olllcc in ftrr eld 
l :riye ovfrrJcjkine the iHnoyflrdi; f.hut wnuld 
humnerfhetc inio rile Copper Pjver dfi-c/op- 

tei.-l 11?* f-rtbcrflbnisl IJfenqJJr from R-yS*- 
id !3?ren«en'r demhnds He told him 
-mpet,, bis fw»lir>£ tbal th’S v-ns o 


l^npe that be had Ui meet, n te?t of his character 
unit integrity'. 

Hi* fother pytngariu'^d, Tatfmmt didn't back 
down. Ibey fought boclL Hill Tatham Sr. uuder- 
y.ood iba^. 

But this Tatharh , this wu his son. 

And w for the next hit] Thou r or w, tha father 
charvy* the 50T'!'* mind 

BiW $r. iricsd U> cuike jure ihsf 3iil Jr. under - 
etnod everything tbnt might happen if be stood hia 
FTnund. He would b** finished aa a land speculator; 
nobody would dure lo do business with him Tbcr& 
would bn personal consecpieritfts that neither of 
tlfim ca'iW jicarin*. Jtif motives imuW be it'Jfls- 
tinned; hJ* oradinilit)- uttnektd; his bon*9ty 
doubwd* 

Most important, ihrrp would be no tumint back. 
Aa iMn as be went to the FBI, tk? bureau would 
vatf the ahott- wo’jfcf fisv? to Assist in the inves- 
and that cuuld be durtperous. If then? wpr* 
tliere wpiiJd be iriol5,^nd lie would 
ha>e to t«tify. The procc** could take year*. 

Walk swkv from It, the old?r Taibaifl counseled 
his *on. Don't pay the bribe, but don't go to th* ou* 
thorilies, either. Just take yeur loawe And w alk 
a wiry. 

He sensed he wa* wssbnft hi* breath. 

Bill Ta-bucn Jr. htd idr*ndy mndv up his blind. 

In Uie doyi that Ibl lowed, Tslhaio mode a ?erb*s 
of phone e*Us thst ewnt.-ja!Jy ltd Kim l-o Bill Brock- 
et!.. a prominent criminal defence fawyar in Son 

teM Brsiziicti shcut hij prt k oicsj i:wt. Us esid 
he wftj an exiortinn targe*, and be wanted tfs go tn 
the 1'ttl But he had no Idea h’** to do thni- Should 
hr cull Socriwoento? V-'ashuigton? Slimald be wTiU 
a Idler fins’ ? Or jujil w^alk into tK* office Ard start 
teffmg fys stnr?' to ibtf frnii perwrr hs tael? 

"I kiKjw just the guys.' BrorkcU finnlly said. 

And c a it bnppenH ibat on a winter d ( iy ih early 
lf?4, [till 1'aiV.iini cajlixd. Sserajnrnto Ic talk to Jbfl 
’IVfrd'rk. who hud hem Ijip Jrad afe;>l in HpMPhos 
firitptc. ail Hit *li» g that hnd sent fi'e niCmberE 
of H t' i-laut I j'jps!r.i"Ji e to prison in Lhe l9^?s. 

Tail mm told Wodi'tk fits stoty. The next tfoy, 
IVvdick Hud John Vinrpnl, bji aj^sUiil U.S uttoi - - 
t:*y wfth nboJTt iVud/c* bi»d «-?r!r^ (?» BriJpes. 
rr.ed? *bp first of many lfiO-mim -Srivts down llinb- 
u cy P? to Frr*¥nc. 

in<tiUn 

Tiithwu t pen 1 , the Wfe':* Itot; /ruvuuD' lb Apr! 
in ft kind *jf tl^b^prid dii^tr n-^aDvarid. carrying 
hre.d^fj ts/t? rifStwiiiTr in‘b fur^c^tisioas 
holdjrg a rr=:ct so p'jwetf jl it mpdfl lbs hr&d hurl. 

Tim mcv. irilim! nn»»ti:ig ccme '-‘aich 17^ b fow 


days before tbs council Jwin lo vot e agniti on Tttb- 
am 1 * reroning requeat- TtthJUE bad given Roberta 
$2,500 lo p*& to Soreniuti. N '<yx f carrying « amali 
«ipper?d book La which Wedick hod concealed a 
#era/i>ve W^ra tape recorder, be met Rob- 
erts a! Sorensen's Jneufiuyre cfiiCQ 
The three discussed how Tatham should make 
the fir,fll ?S.0Qf> that we« due briorP! the 

Eouudl vete, Teibaro didn't *sn( to drew attention 
by making a contribution of that Site 10 Sorensen's 
aiUea, be sold, fttid if he; laundered the money 
through Roberta. tfc*A floberLs be taxed on 
it. i 

Tb<f temkm in the rahza vpt pfilpabb?. Tatfea®'* 
nen'O endip^s wflro on fire, blit ha slriigfiltd not to 
let it bKov.-. 

• "Why don ’t w? k st do It ! n green? ■■ Sora n ?en fi * 
Hally asked. Juat Five Roberta t5.OO0 in ccsb before 
the meeting fdoncay, h* prajmsfd. And Tue^dny, 
Anuming TnEbaai'? project w-m approved, RnbetlB 
would pe.es the rash ic Scfpnsrti. 

' I think, in th* spirit of St. Patrick ’e Day. you 
Ju*t do it in green,' 1 Screen &aid. 

"Tou got it, p TAtham 'replied, "Urn . . . gre*n 
cash, Tlfty big cn*j . , . Ub . , . * Hi- laughed ner- 
vottrJy. j 

He didn’t relax until be hit the cool air outside. 
He sj>d behind lbs wJ>Ffl of hif Wr wid dro v e tu 
the side vlreet where WedicSt and Vincent w*re 
waiting U> tiebrief him. 1 
He bad just finish.frl his first b'g undercov-r ns- 
ilgrtrriEnt for the FBI, nnd It bad beeri a success. 
Th* erid^nre was on (npe, ff** wAeexfrffAraS<?(J, 
But a fe*‘ minutes later, TALhHm wa* driving 
jEway frem Lha rendarvnus when the cell phfinr 
rang on tbp seat nest ui him. The caller vraa Rob- 
erts His voice hed nn edeo. Could they gn sqiuF' 
where Ui ta!k. right nowf 

C J . i: oirycmri otV 

Five minutes later, util! cnrrvihff the notebook 
with the tope fWMjvter inride. Tatherr; parked ttttd 
walkftci toward the door of a Red Robin rwtAiirant 
an Shaw Avenue. Rabert* strode out lo nett Iti™. 

*1 <JcP t know what you were doing, but that «’as 
abrupt the atrar;gc^t• con^rantion I’ve ever heard in 
my fife," Robert* wtid, ' Leif tfunfta you're s'-tling 
him up," 

“He dotr?'’ H TfttKam uskcri. H kfraJ in hie 

E'-omnch. Appftrer.'.ly *.hs rr^eting hadn't gone as 
veil at hr hod thought. , 

“And . . , iind that tiling rirht there," Robert® 
said, pointing to the notebook, “if *ha« has n tape 
recorder In it. th«te> & probleTrs." 

r *e* Talham. F^age An 


R.- lib/ 08 


lii Operation Rezone’s net 


The FQ1 invfttteatori — now dubbod Opeialicri F.e- 
jg^a _ (nat S'V ntfitam Jr. xat cm 1 It eat ty isg<t ft*j te 
come lha DiqcQst ponucoi ccrrupikm inquiiy m iho Vaj- 
iey's hislory. h formOr Fresno Cily Council morr.ter, a 
former Cicvis mover, a flovelcpor ard a sunsutoni 
have p*«=itled gfjJty- Seven ol^«rs hwai? hidi, 



JeHidy T- flobfiriJ 

p*JvjKLEH25i!iirt 


Iho area, Roceria wiai an orpoi at 
helping dovolooe^s oasetl'air orol- 
etia ihroufli'i the political systom . ' 


Ccundl Member L?it C. Sorensen's dloged etionlc' 
cl Tatham, The Invustrgatlcri ool lla name irom Iho 
vanity lag cn fiobartV car — >1 reads "RE2CNE0,' 


■ 

Ulf C. SoTftnsGfl 

I pr iri slC 5 vl3 _ C i jn c 7 mr:rt:r r 
Resigned Aug- 50, 1993, Irdktcr) 
Aug. i, 19SS, on ghargss of racHe* 
teorlng, ertQdlon, mcnoy Iflunflcr' 
Vig, obstnjctlon of juslida ruid wil- 
fiesd fdfTOdiTTg; ftv^ £t'& r q?3 
dismissed Feb. S, 1996, Aboirdift- 
od Jan. S. 1990, on charges <sf rr4 1 
irtiud. Sordr.sen v^on election to the 
council In 1992, H!s eltoged shokodawn ol Trttwm Ir- 
aarfy TS9J ov^i' s ck omng reqyesf pror^p:«2 Taiha'? 
lo go lo the FBI. Scrersen Is also dlegod to have ac 
ceoifld illegal camoalgn contributions and other mcr. 
ey Irom the Williamsburg Merer ddvelwmorl ccrrp; 
ny. cwred by PAtrkk R.Torlure And Jerry M, Hnmct 



pal/lck R. f artnntt 

dCYtlSC BT . estate oro kft 
Devetoper. Wiliiamsbutg Manor: 
real estate brokftf, Fortune Asscck 
ates. Indicted Aug, 7, IWS, on two 

‘ • ‘ ‘ reJ^Wng to tMJrofS ientps/- 


to lha remaining charge ptus mail 
fraud ar»d mine a ‘else tnx re\jm. 
Fs/’iijne ctiriessMi to hai'Jng c twed Ur sis&r tu&- 
nesa toward Roberts if he declined lo occoo^te vJ il- 
1^0 FBI. Ha eiso confessed to making an unrepodec 
S27.CO0 k:&n to ihan-CJovis f/ayor Charles 0. "Oavo 
Lavijon, and to lading lo report fi MQ.3C0 in reel C5 
wa ssh9 proceeds ityr one cJ rJe comtanJ Si- 




ft 

Kenneth a. Crnblreo 
Yin rrasHtfii. B J. H 1 tn . 

. l-idide-i Ai:g, 1, 'v n- j of: > ’) 
charges feielog lo w inces Tcmoer- 
ing One charge &S f, 
1996. Piosecutflrs ajoge tltal Cfart 

tree conspired ixilh Foh.une a"d &■ 
rensrm lo dlssunca Rc&eris from 
CSOpera'Ing iwHltt me FBI. 


Jack L 

W l fjt tate Brn'-f f 
• R&al 05^9 t?*OkOr, f 
CommwcW Real Fsiai 
Aug. 1. 1995. on chnrg 
exiorifon, monoy faunb 
atTuctiori of justice. A;sc 

Feb. \, 1996. Id* h/f,3;i 

WifliamS lepreSArted T,- 
Some ol Ms reel eslnte 
Pr^jacuf^f* aVeae Jfvn WjfrjfrJs artfec Sc 

#*rtorlion artampts. laundered process |, 
tertian, and gave tAise Inioimsiion lo a g' 




Dariit It. Hltntlne»teft 


fnd+efed Aug, f, fSStS. 
ol ptrJviTy er*j obslruplio 
l^llutir^Jlcti b ic 

fclad Inlormetion to a gra 
providing a Cove' Ato^y k 
wgpo oioney 



m 

Q»tM My Williams 
GsLneitiiazyfi 
Son of Jack L Wtllianv 



nuu. i. iMJ, 

and obstrucliari of fustfse 
V/Uftomt k aHeged lo h&v 
testified lo a p r «nd jury It 
knew oolhine about the a 
money laundering By his 



ft - 

Glynn L Brynnl 

po.-H ctv Counal c rierrftof 
Indicted Jan, 3 1990,0 
ol mall fraud. Bryanl is alk 
hove acceglod Illegal Cem 
corrfrfbinJons anti otfto' n* 
WnHlamsblkp PAanor. 



Charles 0. ''Dive" taw*. 

farmfr Cbvi' i F3Vri, M tr ncfl n v 
tool re-hieotlon April 12 
dM«d Jrtrt, ?, 1096. on cr< 
fiiBii Heud- pleated guilty » 
t996. La* 1 # on is ailepad to 
cepted Blegal campaign cc 
lions and other money kor 
iramsburg M^nor. 



Je; ly M. Kamel ' 

(SSt/JM 

indicietj Jsr. a. 1356, oi' : 
of rrviH <reud. Co cfwnor. wilt 

Jtf’ijj, of Varor 

alleged to hev(i pljon llkrpel 
psign contributions and oihst 
lo B'yent, Lawpoi and Soreni 

ft 



Robert Z. SmRh 

joirn ^ fi-igrg C te fim^rngTtif 
Losl rn-^-jionln 1995 Pfi 
ptfJh- M-r'ch ?9, f995, fa pjrfi 
tvidei r*. cjtfsial righl en 
b false tan raluri. Smith Is sot 
0"' eviotiing JHJ.5TK) from Oev 
Jor C Tho-rascm, who was ^ 
Kat ti.,pi ►y fromp r i>secJJiDn I a: 
ou 5 ' return lor liis tesllmorv 
Jj - iw,-, riorrinp. 



* I <J 
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atham: Some 
uestion motive 

IruetJ Irons Page A13 

• not, VJ’ia'" Tjlh.-irt t.n bind, He star!- 

= -.lniip !h* notahojk ar.-J kept, tcuktTig. H? fell 

iiscaiir.eclcd from thu wne, IhougH ha 

■ '.fratcfn'ri; it urtfoM from n r«if, in a tfiEoJer. 
'->fl , . - no," Tnfhttm saH, "[3ok f fm rot . . 

r<? taftn r^cf?rdcf* t'at l I wantatf 

r.c nut 4 Tm 1 find cut whnt ?h« donl is- I wanted 
•'it him tell me . ., " 

1 ? seemed tn renr^'ifc Roberta " 

‘III. ' h* inlerrxiprc-d, "Bill, 1 krtew that, f know 
” Tatham stopped unzipping, -But youa^o- 

Tial? ScsrM him’" 

•■'sll, t don't, krm*'- 1 there, ;hpre . , , 

-■? rivo kept talking ?» the sunlight dihuurrd, • 
'Wti ’.ea* vistfrEy aer--f us about whef was hop- 
o*j. Though he couldn't have knwn about t.he 

■ fct'ohvnjpni si that ptpnt, it w*t* <J**r fh»£ 
r.aw wmethifrg was up. 

itham pitied him, Rnh*v?9 w*«n‘t th# bnri jpjy, 
’jj-j^tthe middleman, but thete wtun' t much 
Talhatn could do lo protect him xUkcutjscp- 
;inar the investigation, The FDl woa tailing the 
; no*. H* just hoped lhAt when the time carra 

• 'r-fl 4>oul-d decide to onp^rato. 

'EtJuas 

■diehard (mother FIJI aa^nt vijited Retorts 

- r-rs^rt if home rrwr ^itfnA 

■ Monday morning, T^thim's pwic! wn« ™t. 

ky Tuesday, opwinf thf* wmaJl 

the local media. 

n» n«rt mtmlh. J>orcn?pn'* randidnta* by n 

• i« in, destroying the Clovis City Council's pro- 
•'Tfpment bloc. 

got his reron* --rctr. piftf-^ned until M-iy, 
r, it wm opprovpil ;M. Jyir<'T)snn ibita*n*d On 
of his fewer. 

■o mvaslUratiflu kmMtmod. tn August, :Cnuf- 

- & Sraod ttflo^unrec/ that it hart fiojrj tar- hertii 

i | : rf'« no office, P.rchJird Clsaliftwgld. for “in up. 
-tatal/ a chocrk” }3r %j appO ro cu^ 

-istn’i vote for g(* , i*r scii-vieq on a pioivaaod 
:mn & Bread project at Fcwtqr and A?hlan ov- 

■; 199 3. Tlobcrt* p-cnied guilty to 

:tr* nf ttidiru? >id Anting .■’in-i t'lirg 

B fut ntuni. wreft'otv Vr’ilhtuns fttni fou* .itn 

- i?re ir.Jicteif on ewjf'fjde'r'Sfeird cfimqe*, 
.jttcn’qfi resi^nM hj< eourcit sect- Thr** more 
/? 'A-?ro .'rwiirtpd in Jfwxajy, «/i«Hher in Mirch, 
’Mr.woijQ, mmnre ware fiyiop srour,j Fresno 

i; Tothain sind Iu3 irsv element in Vhe snvnsti- 

’mg fnidthe *hol^ lliiite was a pint by fhe 
■•irvia to erirple the city’a bipgcet d(?velii?-in 
‘ns'.irc Ihc 'iiccc-4 i>f Copper RIv-t, which 

brfecoa*. ri^idcntiof dcAeJspmrvrt ih** 
had ever b«o. (Xhere theoriied that Tathtt^i 



it is difficult lor people 
to get involved. That is 
the difference with Sill 
Tatham. He decided to 
come forward,” 

/fm WEdfcii, f(3: a^r-i 


hfl«l Ur*n M-qrcM! into CiMpsrktintt by iitherth? 

FRl or thfl [R 5 , which must b.i 1 ^ hod evidence 
3 am< crir^e that he had committed. 

Ths Hay aJier Tlobertti entered his guilty pica, 
Tntham am at home in an old fertnstMad that he 
euH SuarLn had bought the year before on pricey 
North V^n N’ees Boulevard. He turned on the radio 
j<t attch the flf>rfrn<K 7 /f talk sft<r*v on KMJ, 

The rjbjec* wai ihe IrtvestigAtiDn. 

The guest host, forrner. Fresno City Council 
Mr-mbct Rod rVnarcniftb, wrts Utlking aboul somsf of 
toe blotches pft Tathfun'^ r ecuri, the bifrt fo Pst’ 
tersnn'S campaign, University VIDige. 

Pcoefone Anflfgrran cf« fftref NffetliTfT 
jpt <;tArtpd, tiiil Tat ham go to the FBI. or did Ihn 
f3l have »?ae dirt m him? A M/bfian #aid ha 

didn’t kno l * | and hi lel\ the quevJon h«uging in 
the air, mianswevcd, Teth^m dinged. 

ln_d»rcnsg.of ft star ttihiew 

Elpeivhere In Fresno, Wr.nlirk. «-ns liataniri^ on his 
c^r radio ay be hurried to yet afioLher appointment 
lh hrl ftuddeoly rasl -moving lr.v^«tigfttioTi 

from tbe day of that fast trip down HipHvcay 99 , 
Vfecick hod never entertained doubts about Tath 
ftm'a rr.otivna or vrtority, Toth Am fit a mold I bat 
iVedirk Had vsen befnre He wasn't a jaint, or a 
^hlte knight, but just an orrlinajy busine$srr;ar 
st ho bed been the victim of an extortion attempt 
ird dw 2 dod to do soniething sbcul li, 

True, most people in TaHiam's situation would 
bnvr? v-clkcil nway instead gsing to the FBI, but 
that wajs^nly beemue (hey find mu much to Irse. 
‘The ore thing Ihnr V-itbnm cpnrt wa? hia roge, 
?,rd h}j !<■? T7sk hrs livelillrim) l,? ,Je! 'jf* 

Wimple pjrlrud up lb*- i,?d riiaJfd Ihe /sd.o 

station. 

JJt* first apps-alvd hr other mvmhprs of ’.he pub 
Ik to come for-nird, h,s T.-rtham had rior.e, or.ci help 
inveHigaSurs f^cj.^ t-ieir rffor - -*. 

Thqn Wediek row to tha defnr.w of ht* sitar wit 

^upResti^mt that Tub am somehow had ^iten 
h:m*air 'nto trouble and waa helping ths 1 FRl to 
save hie swrr skin wota not trie, Wfeilkk t-fld Aim 
fi:ri.ni'* Lii'f-nf ra. 

tMiu'cvar fl lie |:enplt* ■.Kink erhim, Wotiir k 
snid. TH'.hftfri deserved Credit Tor tajunf the nr.'ititl 
that ho did: 

“U ij difTicult for penm* tn get involved . That s a 
the tiiffa- tm.4 •K-.t.h Qill'lv-Am* ife docidrd to 
cr^.'e 


Sorensen confident in his stoi 


1 0 E-f council number d^fands his posilion 
as a nev/comsf lo Sse pcTiicai game. 

By Angela Valdivia Rush 

Tn» F-whs 3e« 

Lflif SoraUSan ir.oinlfkins bis ir.lccfilte. but the 
possibility of spending part r>f hii life in prison doee 
gnaw ot him as Tuesday draws near. 

Thu! Is when ih« federal government is scht?tf' 

ulfrd lo hngin trying tn pmv^ In court that Sorensen 
| wns a corrjfir pefitiefarr. 

j Allocation s that then-CIm-da City Council ?vlern* 
f her fferppiwi had tntfd to txivrt n bribe frOrs l^d 
; spiypitator Bui Tathtim Jr. spa/kM the Operation 
j Rfione federal invesiipitirn) into pr'liliral ccirrup* 
ttun In Qovtg and Fresho, 

In August 1&95, Sciensen woj indkted »nd 
charge:! *H K h d.-rtorticn, rackateonra, rnon^y laun- 
dering and 'vitn«s tampering, Fwe itipfiths later, 
he wea Lnditted a^airi «,nd charged ■"dth m»dl fraud. 
The witness tampering charges Trom the Rrat in- 
dsetm^nt were iatar drtiptnf. 

Last week, Sorensen said he gkd to sm the 
trial stArdne - . 

"I know it -rill be interim and very emotion, iJ, 
tuf !t> p«r? of Lb* h*a}it:% proosss that J bj 
hyve. 1 ' he Wid. 'fioinff ebi" to tell ray stnry , . - tlmt 
j , k important ta n??. 1 ' 

I He wild the days of worry, neevuusnew and a 
J ccinstant sick Teeltajl Bj-p acme he work* with hii 
| lawyer, Rofier NuoaU, on the details of trial ptepa- 

I ration, 

^Tindcm 

Sorensen said he it conlldcTit the jury vrifl bfif(»ve 
his story: That lie wba a naive newcomer to poli- 
tics ffe was u^d, Suchecf into *i crniy uid (aai 
wqrl j or politics by otheri -*ho Save been playing 
dirty for decade^. 

Sorensen s blunt style h*3 changed little from his 
days jn the C.firis City CtnrndK }U h?s;gned 
| 3 S, 2 v* w eeka after be in e i ndlcfn! , 

I f Js taitj abotrt betiiQ w w&ittincp- huafnerstnnrt 

with a ForvLn*as for Cloris and stmng beliefs abqul 
ho^ he could mhXq it belter. 

Jerry M. Hvral, a frleiid and business rtf?n?iale, 

, first risked Sorenr^n to run for n seat on the Clovis 

I council- The rirat time Hamel .lsfcnd Sorensen, he 
reftised. Ho wrvsltcc busy raising liis four children 
jnd biuWing hu mrurar.ee bus mess. 

But ltortiel — wfw Hm since Seen indicted in Op- 

rrarfoir Rqrrrfii? — persuSifed Sorensen in ifre fall of 

3991, 

J CaffhiJif rneity fjj 1 ja/priy^, ^ a 

[ rm the council iti Aprtl 1932, He ran an ogjresaive 

I timpaigt) that targeted tV.e iricumbrnta, praisrfd 
the goad of term limits ctr.d pMvntization, 

It w-os not long before Screnwn had found new 
frienda, induditg developers Patrick El, ForVuno 
and Jon C- FViottiaiun and lobbyist Jeffrey T, Rob 
rrts. TheyLkad t\<f ■*■■$}’ of tfunij.iij, ijfir^.osen afii’d, 
"What was fgremo»t io niy mind is that had a 



Wart Crosse — Titf 


“Tfiero v/ete two clear divisions 
between the project and any 
conversation of raising mono; lot 
candidates. I never combined the hr 

Cflft C. SurflttMTi, h's ia , *verb ores WrJnntJi 


community that hod n int of opportunity fn t<? 
of expansion, growth und msxlprrii ration hfl 
"Thsya^w that and ftnyted it” 

SorCn«H and his lawyer maintain that Hob 
n fcpy govcrTtarOffl witnfM, «irtnot b« laqlitfi'jyd 
firtg, kng Frcflrjo's mryst prominanl dcvnjohrn< 
h»bbyra; r «rrtff tlr? iruddfcTTmu fn the nhe^cj ex 
tion sHtainpt Involving SorqnEKin nrul Tnlham. 

"J feulh Wen- fh? prpb/cfrr at h<Tinff \fvff Rot 
arid the type of person be is. Tbr? jnb that lie c 
JJuitaJJ stnid. h ns lo pipy both rod.? ag,v?i> 
middle. Tie la kind of n chnmekon its the tpns- 
ho chfuigoS rj*|>cr.diiig upon vvho ho ift Liy.<;n»j 
Thin wrill cOtho out in the tried,"' 

PQftr.jfMtantgwf 

Sortmsiru said ho had never aAkod, rsfryjlrrtl 
to(cf Totfiam or Hofwits thjit hf* wiuifivf 5[ikJ£ 
Ernm 1 'aiham before lie would vote for hb pro 
■"Tltnrtf H-wr# tiArreJertf divrsror^ e}(< 

project and any convertat-lcn of raising inon^, 
-toid, "J nesipr rojjjbifti'd Ojo rit 
BorenScn faid the thousands of pat^ea pf 
m^nte nnd isatimony by niony, intiudtn.^ Hob' 
arc key ta the LrinJ Etnd *111 provide th<» wkhn 
set him Frfyf. 

"Despite the publicity, \ knov>, whnt 1 hav^ 
Hone." Sdicnscn Hold. " ^ nrwinnl wtooq h;i^ 

done. T?:e/? swuld Iidv? htvr ^rrr pvrr uH ,o' 
but. I hovenTdont anythin f criminal ,’ 



i 


i 


t 




Thg Fresno See • Sunday, June 2, 1G96 A 


WBSB&R3B& 


’Tsr-Cc^s C.rv C < *. i-- .il 
Le £ i C So'wi?e- 
.-it r-vi ethers *<v*r* "v+c^ 
'll Ayr). 1. 3|ijTiS7U- 
2 r<r remain ih.ftl t'leW 
y. ? 1- !? led lo too filing oi 
-f-p-KFia? chafes: 
a August 1993; Sersn- 

'?n. ‘h4 C' toi*} 

i:r.? sa r es.Tan L 

J1' 3T3. *6' ; ci1s 9 

vee f r^rn a ccrroary. t(r- 
‘»ve<S :o 00 Hie nerre 
'isW'Mg r *m of k£u*ma^ F< 

^ exchang? *ei sj:j- 
T-lrg i ler-n'rg Hv- 
'••'jw rjfir; Tem^erarct av?- 

O September Tygi- 
m-spr ai’egwj', iciciis ;* 

Wkpaijn CCr*lfjfc»Ji 

r -r» ih* r»vo o?eF ci 'he 
'-i'sfGw-'rp'T’oerance p;cp- 

"V nri T-V^rjnT Jr 
B Janiiory 1994; icrn- 

' '£,£\v !■ '.n i T -aidin' f^i -j 
-??cr*$ veto vc v r,.j i 
1 ?.* CO d-.jw n pay m^rx . 

B Early 1994; Tji’pgrr 
•■rrjact* federal auirsoM.es 
~C* nn fpl Invest -gqflcn u 

B Tebniwry 193-1, $ cw *.v 
;? rr ^'oaocr* scic.:,x a 
■5.000 CB'rpfM’n cen-bu- 
imi n px-tran^i? V sLirv 

.^•'gap'cposeo.cnC 

’*,^,•■1^1 fjn-, ^<mor*i r»f'l 1' 


19oi; Au- 


'*'•'••' ■^•>^:isr...si. c ip 
' - ■. -a ^»»et vjrv.eu 'or 
v i < c,i s-.oc vsicn at 
- ff A^i*n'ja irnd iho 

• i.t Co- at oust:* C!q/j. 

1 f cLirtjni-y 1994; m r.,^. 

- T t-;'n .vihKj^fmarrS 

it;?--! Swersen and W1- 

1 vs sf'oce^y l^njpjr a 
■Q.CvQ FlscK rfvnjjH “Alt 
-ir.r tOTpanv, Oritorria 
LnrH ?a:« 

• Mnrrtr IJM-t; $OJ0n- 

*- ti PeH^nd 9rt d 

•■ , > aMnrr.o: ic ccrstia-o 
..^»i =r »« irbt>yigt Jettey 
r toi.rr'’3 no! to la*k to 
ri 3^al ir’vpsilgjtmrs. For- 
a io Crabtres also Al- 

■ ‘Wi k: HabflrttV-ey 

' v*,lj hr® Kcti in IN* IvtuT 
: j rink? up t-r any bo$ L 

i^w^tosi as a resist of 
>cia’a! iovesf gai'bn. 

• March J994 to AuguM 
- Pf- Sorensen. WUJiams, 

fl. W'lullnovlch and 
ivifiaTO, so'i of 
l t'/ILu.’ns, alto^odiy 
1 ''t’rntr lo impest? (he feo- 

’ra'*rvest - ’Cal ; on 

B April f»4: Fr«hc (f . s . 
'■y^iajr KMu|inci-ich aien. 

'•- 'Y ^ to th« grand fury 
L :^.'t h»g finanpiai dealtigs 
•■'I" JaA Will aiTis. Autn^rL 
sicon'endhaUtryirQ ^ 

■ '* 115 e*p.a« away 
v SlO[)TO routed from 

ALrtrnyi 4 fl^ra jp, Scren- 

B Juyi9MrDBvf4Wi. 
al'agsCiy Itesto (hi? 
iin abou*. hnknowl- 
T® o! tne *10,000 Knuf- 
an * Efroflo fwyTeni m 


9 Cutccms [he r -^ 
P^^C'ne >ral ni^y sot th* 
sface for the rest. 


say they have a Veiy strong case 


By Jerry Bier 

rr*j f-Bano !?e« 

F nmnthi of t.iJV 


*nd : 




•r:i!g. ta 


. . flnt 

Op-ration Fj..'rijr f e c 
HU s inv-yj.^bran 

nr pnotic campion h Clevis 

5 schtJijJed tii in 


Inal i.i.Adn 
'■'.yl it r>v' 
l'.«; rnlitiri 


i| in mulvihntly of 
" ri ^ :n 

'flop**!-* rna.'d buy 
lHe?0riP 


ftr i nver?cn.*c-jd pA^niini'Tii in- 
( {tiaUfd If^itt- 

niate p'lLfical cr'n'.rihirL-ini nith 

tir.'nijpiioir 7 

On tiiaJ v« former Go-ri; City 
OnLisil Member ht-if C. 5,.^,. 
^■n hjH f'^ui ':ihrrs. Sorv-n-jen, 
iharE’ii of rat'teU'or- 

Jeririf, ii*he jv-os^ny.lt-n’* pn- 

rrtar> Mi-y»L 

T 3 i** fjr?r <>p».TAtS.:n P^rone 
firu*'C’. ll :r*r' r -uritpo A^isinnl 

O.;:. m.tIpt, k. Vinreni 

^n.i Jim W'tfj.rij. ih^ Fill ^pednl 
ajfvRi 4 *-he .r^pihH the 
irrtrrtjT u;vesii/a!jpj* -A r'apsTn! 
ccrrip'.itm tli.-tf t^su:?j-<I m Lh* 

nntVloM.if/fW •t-1'1' TRvrmAlt- 


K m t| f- :vud ^rC5?r"i). 

1 .-.' --T. I.lfl lq^* “*.l r.J Lht C ftp it I? I 

fi- Till t» 'mr,ii| Ijj pjjn r.'oihu 

»':l'I 'V U.i AlliHflrty Cbar!^ J. 

vi hr :mrk li : * rpiLli of tif. 
lice J n :• r fl i 1; n 5t*rye tt» ten 
r-JT^ny’,* <ri:il 17 ihn !'nt irti* 
>r pubik cnrrjf; J i jn, prMrojtScn 
m? t'r'.'-nr, HS, cf JincrpTnentOr 
■ind fl-tTr.e L^-rvera t;crii 


Op^n 


■iieniivn 1 


the fu- 
ll t.V.ijj rum of 


iWrgn£_qvsc' 

V'inr^nt has relucAnt *m Ii3i 

about the v:ry Tr.ol. f to 

fj?lie n nmoth IJ.S n ^.nft 
Conn J* iilan 0!f-*?r Y>\ 

W-lii pit^io’i* 

H I d. r. 1 lifcF 10 comnteikt be- 
fore n trial .“ wid th^ !Hi:>.jpoX?n 
Virevnt, : hti I think «c hjtv P n 
\try EtroTiit wtee am] »e'tr prnng 
l" dr* the Li?*n »<■ 

Tba Op’rati , 'n Rf/ore frivesti- 



Fr*»na *«« F1I«/199S 

Tongiad, Jefrey T, Filberts lpavr*a f^de'-aiiootJrt June I9$5 afier 

P^ed.rg g^liy 10 telpirg Leif C Sorensen e»dcd f v rds. 


fnl:oa b« resulted in fnur guiltv 
pieu.1 — two from the devoJep* 
irent induotr^-, one frern a fnr- 
tunr C?evii muyor ond anothrr 
frum n former Froeno City Com- 
HI m*mber. 

And the tn&n who stirted it 
till, RiU Totbam Jr„ >^1 hf*nd q 
wirnfM Jint Sn the trial that in- 
clude* dovefBpxjr lobbyist 
‘I 1 . Iloberl*, our# c/ne or ?h** mrr«t 

inllnentiul players hi the |<wd 

devriopment buainew. < 

Tathfun llrst writ fo the FBI 
with ftr atle^tion that 5oren*»n 
had deTTanderi *10,000 Tor a ?on- 
ii.f vote 

But it whb a fpulty rferi by 
Hobert-ri nearly a yev ago, ".hen 
l<ft '»diri F t*ri ho had helped at- 
tempt to «xtort 510,000 from 
Tntham, that built etenjn for th* 
corrjption inv*etj^ntion 
flatly a month aJW Roberta 
aduntlM 911 fit, the first Opera- 
tion Ketone indictment charred 
Sorensen, developer Potrieh It. 
Fortuny devekpcfj'lcbbylst Ken- 
neth (J, Crabtroe, real estate 
ft^nnt Jack L Wtlli[vme, his eon, 
Pevtd ^Villlams, ruiq re* Lou - 
rtiht n^Tjqr Dacld Mdiifino'-ich. 

Fcrtuna lajUir pfeaded guilty to 
moij fraud, tax evasion end wit 
new tamperinf end e^trew 1 to t 
operate in the inveetign^on. 

Ths fi»'a otherti named in th< 
indJctment hove scntimjmi Ui 
mnintein their innocence. 


More than IQC.OPO pngns pf 
document*, including stacks of 
public records subpoenaed by ;h* 
gwi'rnnjent. weru initlailv burn- 
ed o^-sr to dvrundonts and Ihoir 
Inwryefs, Thousand', mors have 
bven de T Jv4r**d En recent do j-e, ac- 
cording to defense lawyers. 

But VVonger refu?ed to delay 
-hi* trial dr^pitr lawyers' com- 
plaints that they needed mor« 

time ro aorl tlirough th? gv{. 
dcnca, Tin* j’.idpn will b# asked 
again Monday to continue the 
trial. 

ferenjliuiiumri fhaj^g; 

B SoOronsen is fscina Ll 
counts. One of '.ha extortion 
cotinta Involves srtamplv (o col- 
lect money from on unnamed 
company, be(wv«J le be Kauf- 
iruin A Broad, fer hie help an a 
project. * 

Roger Kuttajl, Sorensen 1 * la i y- 
yrr, udd tha former council 
member hot not extorted money 
iVom anyone cr accepted 0 bribe 
from anyone. 1 
“H# 1 * thnigdl with hodng •* 
ennductod a racketeering ectirity 
through the ClosHa City Coun- 
dl.' NuttaU udd, adding that So 

feriMn wtt a ^neophyte” 1 In poii- 
tica. "The Idea of him running a 
racketeering enterprise through 
anything is ebrurd," 

In tha Jatett documents sup- 
plied by the government, Kuttajl 



slid, it is clear that 'Rnbertv is n 
guy not to be trusted J, Thn ma- 
tcriaJH supplied to usmake It 
dear to us that JelT Rebcri.r 
triihin the poljtithJ oretia. was 
known as 3 major bag man. . , , 
Thera ore indications he con- 
ductH liiotselfin an undcrhanH- 

od way on many occnsione,’’ 

■ Williams 11 accj?cri of mnk- 
iog t $10,000 cruh payulT !o S*>- 
renoeti, Ifa is nJ»o elj urged wish 


sen lo mislead the gr-fttidju ry 
nbeut the mnnoy 

"I can toll you [lhat| what Ltie 
ffovamment !« alleging did not 
noppon,' 1 said Williami f law) cr, 
*\nlhony Cnpczil, a former Tedur- 
oJ prosecutor. He Mid iritncssae 
tostirying Tor ths proeecuUofi will 
be "just » jin g ( ll 1 n ip ro help 
themwlv*'# * 

Wlllinfm aJ» li faring chorg-w 
of filing fall* irifunie tax returna 
In 1991 end 19P2, when ho nijeg- 
edly failed to report income of 
oboist $93, COO, and for not filing 
a return in 19P3- 

B Crabtree is accused of at- 
tempting to eormnoa Jloben* not 
tocooperaw in thefwJere] ihv«i»- 
tigntion. 

Lawjer Daniel f3«on, who 
rrprosenia Crabtree, tjud Ihol 


mo ,-iws 

"it's a trnvevty this r.vo *9 jj^in 
forward' 1 egrun^l his cifpnt. 

H David Williams la charge) 
^ith perjury mid eustniCTHJr of 
juriirp. Ki* lowj-nr, Hilary Chit 
tick, declined to cirrsmont, 

B Milutlnoidch is also charge 
with perj'SH' and olistrji !ior: as 
I'JS tite, hue FnjL'IrrJdi*. wh’i :+ 
rppre-v*n*.:ng MiluJiryvirh. cojI 
nor rcmihi’J to r^— ruvr.t 

£qoi isn’t) ne 
In addition tii and 

TorT-inP, fj,- v l4 r.., - !i-t i 9 f, X . 

pi'Ctt?ri ir> untiiK, 1 ’. -1-. "hppr ,ltjn 
f, ’] iL.in. -*|i -I Tv? |^nr(rti 


I'd in a Kosnri f n«r- 

vdvtr. afli’cvd nftei 

with dfi vein per Jorr 
todi^siteJW^ 14 
ctntribLilini'i nnd mn-r pny- 
menLs hn mods whsltf cc'inp Ft 
Vflrablo vntr* on hi* p*< i’^Li 

In the second cc;e, :^r*n« 
Mayor Charlon/Devo'' i^vreon 
pleaded guilty to malt fraud 
charges and also ureed to eoop- 
arnto in tha Investigation. Sorer 
. van, Hamel and Clovis Council 
Member Gtyrm L Bryui*. art 
facing trio}, 

Not long afrflr Lawson pleade 
guilty, Gp*r*dM Hs-c~ r ' —-'-n- 
Into Fresno with the I' 
of former FrwioCity 
Member Hobart C. So- 
March 5mit.Ii plp/idini 
extortion and inor^nc : 
lions n nd ngroftd 10 oa 
the invt'st’pafion. 


-'iUnpaimi 


1 


1 


TOTAL P.08 
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-^ 12 / 31 / 1995 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: ROUTINE 

y^To: FBI Headquarters 


From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact: 



Approved By: 
Drafted By: [ 


Attn: 


3 3 w . 
9 s ‘ 


Case ID # 


194B- SC- 2 3 790 (Pending) 


Date: 01/02/1997 




SS. 

Pub Corruption Unit 
(Fax) 


■ b r 


Title: RE ZONE, CSLPO- LOCAL LEVEL , 00 : SC 



A search warrant was obtained and executed at the 

business 

Hoi "i -5 I I 



t'resno area. 


Reference: SC EC TO FBIHQ, DATED 10/17/96 Serial 224 

Administrative: Case in Sacramento is being reassigned to SA 

| |, due to previous case agent’s promotion 

to squad / supervisor, Sacramento . 




To: FBI Headquarters From: Sacramento 

Re: 194B-SC-23790 , 01/02/1997 


e b7C 
b 


Details: As previously noted, on 10/17/96, subject Clovis City 
Councilman Glynn Lafayette Bryant appeared before United States 
District Court Judge (USDCJ) Robert E. Coyle, Eastern District of 
California (EDC) , Fresno, California and pled "guilty” to 1 count 
violation of the Honest Services Mail Fraud (HSMF) statute, Title 
18, U.S. Code, Section 1346. The “guilty" plea was secured as a 
result of an agreement reached with the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
EDC, Sacramento, in exchan ge for a nerjod of j ncarcerat ion 
ranging from 21-27 months. I 

in the investigation. USDCJ Coyle ordered a pre -sentence report 
and scheduled Bryant for sentencing, February 3, 1997. 


To: 

Re: 


a? 


FBI Headquarters From: Sacramento 

194B-SC-23790, 01/02/1997 


Because a pattern is emerging suggesting Bonadelle is 
operating a criminal enterprise , consideration is being given by 
the TJ.S. Attorney’s Office, EDC, Sacramento to charging Bonadelle 
with "racketeering," in violation of the RICO Statute, Title 18, 
tJ.S. Code, Section 1962. While exact charges have yet to be 
decided, Sacramento is closely pursuing the matter with USA 
Charles Stevens and Assistant U. S. Attorney (AUSA) John'K. 
Vincent, EDC, Sacramento. 


With respect to the aforementioned sea rch warrant , 
October, 1995, the Sacramento case agen t located l 
^ (white jifgiflfl le , Date of Birtji : | p lace of Birth j 

I - |t o subject Fresno developer 

TTiTl Company, Fresno, California who 


m 


b' 

^ b 


Idba R. 



usually made by Ke nneth Gary Crabt ree, another employee and close 
business associate) | Crabtree recently pled guilty 

to Witness Tampering IWTJ bfidchiSe he interfered with a witness in 
another aspect of this case, in violation Title 18, USC, Section 
1512, was fined $1,000, and placed on 1 years probation. 



which was also left with his representative. 


3 



To: FBI Headquarters From: Sacramento 

Re: 194B-SC-23790, 01/02/1997 


Investigation in Fresno, California is continuing. 
FBIHQ will be kept apprised of any additional charges or 
prosecutions! 


Descriptive Data: 

Main Subject 
Name - 
Last : 

First : 

Middle : 

DDN : 

Race : 

Sex: ■ 

DOB: 

DLN; 

Address - 
House # : 

Pre ■ Direction : 
Street Name: 

. . City: 

State : 


Bonadelle, Sr. 
John 


W 



b 7 C 


Main Subject 
Name r 
Last : 

First : 
Middle : 

DDN: 

Race : 

Sex : 

DOB: 

POB : 

SOC: 

Miscellaneous 


b7C 


W 


Visalia. CA 


Logan and Associates, 

1396 VJ Herndon Avenue, #103, 
Fresno, CA 93711 
209/431.-1856 


4 



To : 
Re: 


FBI Headquarters From: Sacramento 

1 94B- SC-23 79 0 , 01/02/1997 


Main Subject 
Name - 
Last : 

First : 
Middle : 
DDN: 

Race : 

Sex: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN: 


Crabtree 

Kenneth 

Gary 

W 

M 

i i 

Anselma . CA 


Main Subject 
Name - 
Last : 

First : 
Middle : 
Race : 

Sex: 

DOB: 

POB: 

SSAN: 

Business: 


M b 

i i 

Oakland . CA 


R. J. Hill Company 
4325 West Shaw Avenue, 
Fresno, CA 93722 


Address : 
Address : 


Wife: 

DOB: 


Bro-in-Law : 



i 

DOB : ■ 



b7C 

CII# : 




CA DL#: 




Address : 




5 



To: 

He: 


FBI Headquarters From: Sacramento 

194B-SC-23790, 01/02/1997 


CC 


4 - 


FBI HQ 

2-File 194B-SC-23790 

i-ssaT 

1-SA 

( 6 ) 


♦ ♦ 
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FD-759 (Rev. 5-25-95) 
To: Director, FBI ( 

. Attn: CID,; 


Date: l i 28/ 91 


wen 


) 

Section 


From: SAC, SACRAMENTO 




( 194B-SC-23790 


REZONE 

CSLPO - STATE LEVEL 
00: . SACRAMENTO 


For FBI Field Office use only 
CM#: 




) ) 

Notification of SAC Authority Granted for U 
CONSENSUAL Monitoring Equipment 
(Check only ONE) 

C! Routine Use 

Emergency Use- Sensitive Circumstances (cannot exceed 
30 days & may be extended only by F8IHQ). 


This form must be typewritten & submitted within 10 working days 
of the date authority is granted as shown in Item 5 below. 


Reason for Proposed Use: (Check) 

Cjj Corroborate □ Protect □ Protect Lg Collect ' 
Testimony Consenting Government Evidence 

Party Property 

□ Other (Specify) 


2. Type of Equipment: (Check) 

S Transmitter/Receiver Q3 Concealed Recorder 

CCTV/Abdio & Video □CCTV Video only 

□ Microphone SI Telephone 

Q Other (Specify) : 


b / C 
b 1 D 
b3 


3. Consenting Party (Identify ONLY o n Field Office Copy) 

□ Nonconfldential Party 

□ Confidential Source 
Cooperative Witness 


5. 


4. Interceptee(s): (Include Title if Public Official) 


Duration of propo sed use: 

Authorized On: - i i — 


CL For the duration of investigation 
"55 For 30 days (EmergencyNTCM usage) 
Expiring On: . 2J 2J / <9jT 


6. Equipment Concealed: 
O In a Motel Rm. 

□ In a Residence 

□ In a Vehicle 

□ Other (Specify) 


g in a Telephone 
On a Person 


& others as yet unknown. 


7. City & State where Equipment will 
be used:' FRESNO. CA 


8. The following mandatory requirements have been met: 
Consenting party has agreed to testify; . 
fp Consenting party has executed a consent form; & 
Recording/transmitting device will be activated 
only when consenting party is present. 


10. Violation(s): Title(s) 78 Sec(s) 1512 USC 


9. - Government Attorney in judicial district where monitoring and/or- 

recording will take place has been contacted; foresees no entrapment; 
& concurs in the use of the technique., 

□f Yes □ No Date of Contact:. 


H 


Identity of Gov't Atty; JC. - 

Judicial District: EASTERN -OLST R J fj -OF CALIF O RNIA 
FRESNO, CA 


tl. 


DOJ notification required □ Yes □ No. If "Yes" check reason below: 

NOTE: Requests for Routine NTCM usage involving any of the 7 sensitive circumstances requires a teletype to HQ prepared in the format described in 
the MIOG, Part II, Section 1 0-1 0.3 (8). Request for Emergency NTCM usage involving Item 6 below requires immediate contact with the FBiHQ 
substantive desk for DOJ approval. The 7 sensitive circumstances do not apply to the use of CCTV video only. 

Interception relates to an investigation of a member of Congress; a Federal Judge; a member of the Executive Branch at Executive Le 
above; or a person who has served in such capacity within the previous 2 years. ( 

Interception relates to an investigation of any public official and the offense investigated is one involving bribery; conflict of interest; qr < 
relating to the performance of his/her official duties. 

Interception relates to an investigation of a Federal law enforcement official. 

Consenting/nonconsenting party is a member of the diplomatic corps of a foreign country. 

Consenting/nonconsenting party is or has been a member of the Witness Security Program and that fact is known.to the agency inv<j 
officers. 

Consentlng/nonconsentfng party Is In the custody of the Bureau of Prisons or the U.S. Marshals Service. 

Attomey'General; DeputyAttomey General; Associate Attorney General; Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Divlsion;(or the i 
in the district where an investigation is being conducted has requested the investigating agency to obtain prior written consent for makir 
consensual interception in a specific investigation. 


1. 

a 

2. 

GQ 

3. 

D 

4. 

a 

5.' 

a 

6. 

□ 

7. 

□ 




13. Justification statement necessitating emergency authorization: 

Cg Emergency 30 day authorization granted due to imminent need (within 
48 hours) for use of consensual monitoring device(s), which precluded 
the handling of this request in the usual manner. 

□ Other (Attach Additional Page to Specify) 




^2J3ureau (1-Main File) 



Field Approval 

14. CDC m SaneiHwa f'i^. 
Signature| 

15. SAC 
Signature 


FBIHQ Aa 


L oa,e-. 

H f Da,.: Ifak/ 

£ ' 





COPY 1 


b"?C 



if (12/3 1/1 995) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


\ 


Precedence: DEADLINE 04/04/1997 

To: FBI Headquarters Attn: 


. Date: 03/20/1997 

Congressional and 
Public Affairs 
Special Events Unit, 

Rm 7372 B, 



From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact : 


SSA 


Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
Case ID # : 


1 




66F-HQ-1104426 (Pending) 
194B-SC-23790 (Pending) 


Title: LOUIS E. PETERS MEMORIAL SERVICE AWARD 

REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS 
. BUDED: .4/4/97 


REZONE; CSLPO-Local L$vel 
00: SC, 

194B-SC- 2379 0- 


Local Lev 
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l. lie -Ly jo uuuid cr: rcueia nemui icu dci v ilc MWdiu. 


Reference: FBI HQ EC TO SACS, DTD. 2/10/97. 

Administrative: Sacramento requests F BIHQ consider selecting 

| | California, to receive the 

coveted nouis e. peters Memorial service Award for his invaluable 
assistance provided in an ongoing corruption probe involving 
corrupt elected city officials and local developers in' 
California’s Central Valley. To date 14 individuals have been 
charged in a series of related Indictments returned an/or 
Informations filed, with 1 0 pleading guilty, including' a mayor 
and three city councilmen^^^^^^^^~ I 


As the Bureau is aware, it was in Sacramento where the 
Lou Peters story was born and later told. It would be fitting , > 
on its. 15th anniversary, that someone in Sacramento is selected 





To: FBI Headquarters From: Sacramento 

Re: 6 6F -HQ- 11044 2 6 03/20/1997 


Enclosures: Enclosed for FBI HQ is the original and four copies 

of self-explanatory LHM rel | five copies of a 


letter addressed Louis J. Freen, Director, FBI, dated March 20, 



Descriptive Data: 

Reference 
Name - 
Last : 

First : 

Middle ; 

DDN : 

Race: 

Sex: 

DOB 
POB 
soc 

CC: SAC Richard H. Ross 

ASAC Charles C. Kiley 
SSA | ' 


Jr. 

W 

M 


Selma. California 


b"7C 

b7D 


♦ ♦ 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




f I 


b"7C 

b7D 


3 





Investigators learned in the 1994 Clovis City election, 
Fresno developers led by John Bonadelle sought to pack the Clovis 
City Council with pro -development members by mandating each 
developer contribute $10,000 a piece to certain candidates. The 
fundraising effort was to be spearheaded by Clovis City 
Councilman Lief Sorensen who backed the reelection of the then 
current mayor, Charles David Lawson, and. 1 the election of first 

5 
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time ■ candidates Shirley Ingalls and Glenda Lowe. Ingalls and 
Lowe were handpicked by -developers John Bonadelle, Patrick 
Fortune , and Kenneth Crabtree, and if elected were expected to 
more or less “rubber-stamp" any development. Interestingly 
enough prior to the investigation commencing in March 1994, “The 
Fresno Bee," in an article concerning development, printed during 
the Christmas Holidays, the aforementioned Bonadelle, Fortune, 
and Crabtree were facetiously described 1 as “three wisemen bearing 
gifts." 


In August 1995, Clovis City Councilman Leif C. 

Sorensen, along with Fresno developers Patrick R. Fortune, 

Kenneth G. Crabtree, Jack L. Williams, David M. Williams, and , 
business associate David R. , Milutinovich, were all charged with a 
variety of criminal violations, including racketeering, 
extortion, money laundering/ obstruction of justice, witness 
tampering, perjury, and income tax evasion. 

On August 16, 1995,, Patrick Fortune pled guilty to 
witness tampering, 'mail fraud, and filing a false tax return in 
exchange for a 30-month prison sentence and cooperation in the 
investigation. 

In January 1996, Clovis City Councilmen Glynn L. 

Bryant, former Clovis Mayor Charles David Lawson, and Fresno 
developer Jerry M. Hamel were all charged in a 21 -count 
Indictment returned by Federal Grand Jury (FGJ) , Eastern District 
of California, Sacramento alleging violations of the Honest 
Services Mail Fraud Statute. 

In March 1996, former Fresno City Councilman Robert C. 
Smith pled guilty to federal extortion charges and .filing a false 
tax return. The case is still pending because Smith recently has 
attempted to withdraw his guilty plea. 

In June .1996, at the conclusion of the Government's 
case, former Clovis City Councilman Sorensen, and Fresno 
developers Crabtree, Jack Williams, and business associate 
Milutinovich all plead guilty to felony criminal charges in 
exchange for sentences ranging from probation to 30 months 
incarceration . David Williams’ case was disposed via Pre-trial 
diversion. 


6. 






investigation, Clovis City Councilman 'Glynn Bryant, former Clovis 
City Mayor Dave Lawson, and Fresno developer Jerry Hamel, all 
pled guilty to violations of the Honest Services Mail Fraud 


Statute. and are currently awaiting sentencing. 
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SAC's Recommendation: 


Richard H 


. Ross 




SAC, Sacramento per sonnally recommends 
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Media Attention; 


As evidence by the news articles accompanying this LHM 
the REZONE investigation has generated intense ■ media -interest in 
Californians Central Valley. The Central Valley known as the 
nation’s most fertile farm region is 400 miles long, 7 miles 
wide, occuppies more than 6.7 million acres, producing 250 
different commodities valued annually at $13 billion, with an 
estimated population of 5 million. Fresno, the Central Valley’s 
hub is California's sixth largest city, .with an estimated 
population of 400,000. 

Recently, Arnie Friedman, a Los Angeles media 
consultant has advised discussions are underway to produce a 




Addendum: 

It is important for FBIHQ to note the REZONE 
investigation is still ongoing. It is expected the next series 


come under scrutiny since it was only disclosed in his Statements 
of Economic Interests (SEIs) in 1995, although he has owned same 
since at least 1989. The SEIs are required to be filed with the 
Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) , the state’s watchdog 
agency, responsible for investigating corruption. 


© 





555 Capitol Mall, Suite 1550 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Mailing Address; 

650 Capital Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 


March 20 , 1997 


VIA^FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Louis J. Freeh 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 


Re: Recommendation of 


for 


1996 Louis: E. Peters Mem orial Service Award 


916/554-2700 
Fax 916/554-2100 


'b / C 
b7D 


Dear Director Freeh: 





( 06 / 01 / 1995 ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: 
To: 


PRIORITY 


Date: 04/10/1997 


Sacramento (194B-SC-23790) (Enel. 3) 
Elsur Unit (Encl.l) 

Fro Lmina 1 In vestigative 
Contact: 


rib 


b" 


Approved By: 

Drafted By: | 

Case ID #: 194B-SC-23790 

Title: (SeZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC OFFICIALS b 
LAW ENFORCEMENT; OO: SACRAMENTO 

Synopsis: To advise the Sacramento nivisinn nnl-ifinai:inn tn the 

DOJ for consensual monitoring beginning 
regarding FD-759 dated 1/28/97. 

Details: Enclosed are two copies of a memorandum from the 

Director to the Office of Enforcement Operation (OEO) , Criminal 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, upon which OEO was apprised 
of the use of transmitting and/or recording device which 
authorization was granted by the SAC due to exigent r-irrnmstanrfls 
,This anthprity is for a 30 day period commencing]^ 


r 


You are to submit an FD-621 within 30 days of the 
expiration of the authorization furnishing information regarding 
use of the equipment in accordance with MIOG, Part II, Section 
10-10.3(9). 


b'7C 

b7D 


In the event a renewal of this authorization is deemed 
warranted, submit your request with full justification at least 
seven days prior to the expiration of the existing authorization, 
in compliance with MIOG, Part II, Section 10-10.3(9). 

(D- File # (194B-SC-23790) 

1 - Working Copy 
CTH: vlb 


♦ ♦ 
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Memorandum 


to Office of Enforcement Operations o#farch 6, 1997 

Criminal Division 

From 1 : Director, FBI 

REZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 
Subject: OFFICIALS - LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Enclosed is a copy of a communication which furnishes 
information concerning a current investigation. 

V Pursuant to the Attorney * s General * s Memorandum of 
November 7, 1983, captioned "Procedures for Lawful, 
Warrantless Interceptions of Verbal Communications," 
addressed to the Heads and Inspectors General of 
Ex ecuti ve De partments and Agencies, the following 
^Hotif i cat ion y request is being ^made relative to the 
authorization to utilize an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic conversations 
with the consent of a party . 


Approved: 


Pursuant to Attorney General's Order Number 

985-82, dated August 6, 1982, captioned "Delegation of 
Authority to Authorize Television Surveillance," the 
following notification/request is being made relative 
to the authorization to utilize Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) surveillance in connection with 
captioned matter. 

± _1. Emergency authority to utilize an electronic 

device to record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party was 
nranfpH Tnv an ar>pr-opr'i FBI Offi cial On 

I for 30 days ending I 1 

Exigent circumstances precluded a 

request for authorization in advance. 

2 , Emergency authorization to utilize Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance in 
connection with captioned matter was granted 

by appropriate FBI official on 

for 30 days ending . Exigent 

circumstances precluded a request for 
authorization in advance. 



(Pursuant to the Authority of tha 
Attorney General 11-7-63) 


Associ 
Office of Enfo 


MAR 


Director 

raant Operations 

4 1997 



Date:. 



Memorandum from Director, FBI to Office of Enforcement Operations 
RE: REZONE? CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS - LAW ENFORCEMENT 


3 . As further utilization of an electronic device 

to monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party is 
expected in this matter, it is requested that 
you approve the use of this equipment for a 

period of 90 days beginning and 

ending .. 

4. As further use of CCTV is expected in this 

matter, it is requested that your office 
approve the use of this equipment for a period 

of 90 days beginning and 

ending . 

5. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party for 

a period of 90 days beginning 

. and ending . 

6. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 
the utilization of CCTV surveillance for a 

period of 90 days beginning ; 

and ending . 

The use of these electronic devices in this case is being 
recommended in the best interest of effective law enforcement in 
that they are expected to provide corroborative 

evidence and/or protect the individual (s) utilizing the equipment. 

The use of CCTV will not involve any trespass and it will 
be utilized only when a consenting party is present. The CCTV will 
be under the care, custody and control of the FBI. 

Enclosure 


2 * 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIP-A. 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

No Duplication Fees are charged for Deleted Page Information Sheet(s). 

Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 1 
Page 1 ~ Duplicate 
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Office of Enforcement Operations March 6, 1997 

Criminal Division 

^Director, FBI 

VrEZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 
“^OFFICIALS - LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Enclosed is a copy of a communication which furnishes 
information concerning a current investigation. 

V Pursuant to the Attorney's General's Memorandum of 
November 7, 1983, captioned "Procedures for Lawful, 
Warrantless Interceptions of Verbal Communications," 
addressed to the Heads and Inspectors General of 
Exe cutive Departments and Agencies, the following 
^rroti r icat ion^reques t is being made relative to the 
authorization to utilize an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic conversations 
with the consent of a party. 


Pursuant to Attorney General's Order Number 

985-82, dated August 6, 1982, captioned "Delegation of 
Authority to Authorize Television Surveillance," the 
following notification/request is being made relative 
to the authorization to utilize Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) surveillance in connection with 
captioned matter. 


± l. Emergency authority to utilize an electronic 

device to record private non-telephonic ^ 

conversations with the consent of a party was 
grante d bv an app ropriate FBI off icial on 

I f or 30 days ending | 

Exigent circumstances precluded a 1 

request for authorization in advance. 


2 . 
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Emergency authorization to utilize Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) surveillance in 
connection with captioned matter was granted 

by appropriate FBI official on 

for Ip days ending . Exigent 

circumstances precluded a request for 
authorization in advance. 


IMD 
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Memorandum from Director, FBI to Office of Enforcement Operations 
RE: RE ZONE; CORRUPTION OF STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC 

OFFICIALS - LAW ENFORCEMENT 


3. As further utilization of an electronic device 

to monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of a party is 
expected in this matter, it is requested that 
you approve the use of this equipment for a 

period of 90 days beginning and 

ending . 

4. As further use of CCTV is expected in this 

matter, it is requested that your office 
approve the use of this equipment for a period 

of 90 days beginning and 

ending . 

5. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of an electronic device to 
monitor and record private non-telephonic 
conversations with the consent of "a party for 

a period of 9£ days beginning 

and ending . 

6. Non-emergency authorization is requested for 

the utilization of CCTV surveillance for a 

period of 90 days beginning 

and ending . 

The use of these electronic devices in this case is being 
recommended in the best interest of effective law enforcement in 
that they are expected to provide corroborative 

evidence and/or protect the individual (s) utilizing the equipment. 

The use of CCTV will not involve any trespass and it will 
be utilized only when a consenting party is present. The CCTV will 
be under the care, custody and control of the FBI. 

Enclosure 


SHOVED: Crifii. tnv. Into. Res. Training 

Crim. Jus. Info. inspection Office of EEO 
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■Director Finance National Sec. Office of Public 4 

Depot/ Director Gen. Counsel Personnel ' Conq. Affairs 
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Details: With respect to captioned REZONE investigation, SC 

expects the U.S. Attorney’s Office in December 1997^, to request 
the Federal Grand Jury (FGJ)', Eastern District of California 
(EDC) , Sacramento to return an Indictment charging subjects 
Fresno Developer JOHN BONADELLE, SR. , Fresno City Consultant 
JAMES WILLIAM LOGAN, and former Fresno City Councilman ROBERT 
CHARLES LUNG with violations of the RICO, Bribery of a Local 
Agent Administering Federal Funds (BLAAFF) , Honest Services Mail , 
Fraud (HSMF) , Money Laundering (ML) , ,and Witness .Tampering 
Statutes, Title 18, United States Code (USC) , Sections 1962 (c),^ 
666, 1346, 1956, and 1512. 





% To: Criminal In^stigative From: 

Re: 194B-SC-23790, 11/22/1997 


Sacramento 


The aforementioned eleven (11) . count Indictment will 
charge -BONADELLE , SR., with eight (8) predicate racketeering acts 
(four alleging corruption and four witness tampering) in the RICO 
count, four (4) counts Bribery of a Local Agent Administering 
Federal Funds (BLAAFF) , one (1) count Honest Services Mail Fraud 
(HSMF) , one (1) count Money Laundering (ML), and four (4) counts 
Witness Tampering. Subject LUNG will be charged with one (1) 
count Bribery of a Local Agent Administering Federal Funds 
(BLAAFF) , one (1) count Honest Services Mail Fraud (HSMF) , and 
one- (1) count Money Laundering (ML). Subject LOGAN will be 
charged with one (1) count Bribery of a Local Agent Administering 
Federal Funds (BLAAFF) . - Because the investigation is still on- 
going it is possible additional count (s) could be added depending 
upon outcome of several pending leads. 

The BONADELLE /LOGAN /LUNG indictment will also contain a 
criminal forfeiture provision inasmuch as one of the RICO 
predicate acts alleges Clovis City Councilman GLYNN. L. BRYANT was 
"bribed’’ when he agreed and voted to support, zoning changes 
granted to two BONADELLE projects known as' the BRENTWOOD -PARK 
PLACE and BRENTWOOD -BUCHANAN Subdivisions (two land. parcels 
totaling sixty- four [64] acres) in exchange for BONADELLE and 
LOGAN promising to channel funds estimated at $10 million through . 
BRYANT's branch of the Bank of Fresno which he. managed. Both 
subdivisions were constructed (and sold), as a direct result of 
the zoning changes and the “quid pro quo’’ arrangement; hence, the 
inclusion of the forfeiture provision in the anticipated 
Indictment. 

As reflected in enclosed Fresno Bee article, BONADELLE 
SR., considered by many to be the largest "entry” home builder in 
California’s San Joaquin Valley area, is believed responsible for 
overseeing Fresno’s growth. Often called the Central Valley’s 
"hub," Fresno is California's sixth largest' city, with an 
estimated population of 450,000. Additionally,’ the San Joaquin 
•Valley is known as the nation’s most fertile farm region, 
occupying more than 6.7 .million acres, producing 250 different 
commodities valued annually at $13 billion, with an estimated 
population of 5 million. Over the past forty (40) years, 

BONADELLE openly and often, boasted about his corrupt influence 
with local officials, suggesting to many he was “untouchable” 
with respect to law enforcement. BONADELLE confided to several 
individuals that the reason he was "untouchable” was because over 
the years he has had every politician, elected official, jugdge, 
and/or prosecutor in his back yard, shaking hands and/or jaw ^ 
boning about something. 
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% To: Criminal Investigative From: 

Re: 194B-SC-23790, 11/22/1997 


Sacramento 




Currently, BONADELLE’ s attorney is attempting to 
negotiate a possible plea arrangement with the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office but one has not been reached yet. According to . Assistant ‘ 
U.S. Attorney (AUSA) JOHN K. VINCENT, EDC, Sacramento, subject 
BONADELLE would have to plead to one (1) count alleging . 
corruption and one (1) count Witness Tampering (WT) , if an 
agreement was to be reached. 

To date, ten (10) individuals (including developers and 
elected officials) have been convicted in the Clovis/Fresno, 
California area, as a result of captioned investigation. 
Initially, a total of sixteen (16) individuals were charged in a 
series of related Indictments returned and/or Informations filed 
(several subjects twice ' in different' Indictments) resulting in 
the noted convictions. Two (2) subjects, former Fresno City 
Councilman ROBERT COOPER SMITH and Fresno Developer RODNEY JOHN 
DELUCA were recently acquitted in a jury trial where U.S. 

District Court Judge (USDCJ) OLIVER WANGER- "severed" the case, 
causing most of the evidence to. be excluded concerning subject 
SMITH.' Defendant SMITH is scheduled to be tried again in 
January, 1998. 

After the BONADELLE Indictment SC intends on pursuing 
criminal charges concerning Fresno Developers RANDY JOE HILL and 
KENNETH. GARY CRABTREE; 

Investigation continuing. 


♦ ♦ 
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Central California’s leading newspaper 


Operation Rezone questions center on John Bonadelle 

I FBI aste acquaintances, politicians about four years and, to date, has resulted in nine convlo- . to, said th«y had no comment Bonadelle has ac- ■ that he ie a friend of Bonadelle’s and that he 
' Wc hiiWinn hirfrm/in Tlmae , tions.1 . ! knowledged in the past that he is a eutyect of the “admired" the developer. J 

SDUMignM liyi rums. . Shiep the InveiUgiUon begin, BaoaddJ^t nu* .Rkoib pri4« faqt W dented any iUega! SomMU'. tajnr, Bogi Nuttall, gontiwi/., 

Dei Amh*Ia WnMlitU BtiJi has surfaced numerous times, but he’ has neVSr. Sil....*. IXL, U/wtainH<Kr llinl Ilia Vorl ktaan mmif V 


By Angela Valdivia Rush ; has surfaced numerous times, but he has never fo a recent development, former Clovis City Wednesday afternoon that his client had been que/ 

ttie' Fresno Bee ^ wrongaoing. He w a mul* Council Member Leif C, Sorensen was 'tabu from tdoned but said he could not elaborate. / 

hie orfl at Iampoc Fetea! Piis® to tatifr befiw. a Remote, MeAC*^ 

py rn Sacramento hOTe'questitmed-ac^asiTtaiK^-.^ , , l grand jury m Sacramento, according to a source, can’t say any more than that ,* Nuttall said. CoW 

ta Itaoe investigation. daMf«nd otiun inmlved itSmlopmeiit, he^n k' — • -,. t . .A 

told the FBI in interviews that Booadelle has play- jfrst public official to be convicted and jailed m When aekedif Sorensen . Had "beeri^questio^B-- 

Operatkm Heeone has focused on political WK eda% role in local politics for decades, 'Operation Recone, about Bonadelle, Nuttall said he learned from ffl' 

, raption in the cities of Clovis and Fresno for nearly Bonadelle’s lawyer, John Paiineton of Saomen- Sorensen.has said to the government and others ' Please see Rezone, back page 


'* *rv‘ 


'I 
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Nine months'ago, Maurice'Dickson was arrested-for.the. murder of 
Debbie porian|though the charges were quickly; dropped, authorities 
have never Jfully cleared Dickson. Now, Dickson says he wants 
a public apology and recognition of hia.innocence. 



Dorian case 
time line 

> Aug, 22, 1996: Fresno 
State student Debbie Dori- 
an, 22, is found raped and 
killed in her northeast Fres- 
no apartment. Her father, 
Peter, finds the body when 
he arrives to check on her 
after she failed to meet him. 
Early September: A death 
certificate reveals that Dori- 
an suffocated from "binding 
and gagging." Her face and 
head had been wrapped In 
duct tape. 

Oct 28: Maurice Dickson, 
a 28-year-old former gro- 
cery clerk and security 
guard, is arrested on suspi- 
cion of raping and killing 
Dorian. 

|!> Oct. 30: A criminal com- 
plaint charges Dickson with 
murder and a special-cir- 
cumstance charge of rape 
during the course of a kill- 
ing. The special circum- 
stance would enable prose- 
cutors to seek the death 
penalty. Also, police inter- 
view a friend of Dickson’s in 
connection with the case. 
Alvin McGee, 23, had 
-slgneda lease'tdbe Dori-' 
an’s roommate, and Dick- 
son had driven him to the 
apartment. 

|> Oct 31 : Dickson pleads in- 
nocent in Municipal Court. 

A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for Nov. 13. 

B> Early November: Sources 
say initial DNA testing of se- 
men and saliva found on 
the body helped link Dick- 
son to the killing. Blood 
from McGee also was sub- 
mitted for testing but did 
not match. DNA — or de- 
ox yritonucLeic^ld — js-^ 

” generaify known as a “ge- 
netic fingerprint." 

Nov. 13: Murder charges 
r against Oickson are 
dropped after a second, 
more sophisticated DNA 
test. He is released from 
jail. Authorities, however, 
refuse to fully dear him. 

> Nov. 14: At a news confer- 
ence, Dickson's relatives 
say he is in seclusion be- 
cause he fears police “tried 
to frame him" for Dorian’s 
rape and killing. 

> Feb. 20, 1997: Police an- 
nounce they are looking for 
a possible witness, a white 
man admitted to Dorian's 
apartment Aug. 19. Dickson 
Is African-American. 

> March 6: Peter Dorian be- 

Otn*! Hictriht itinn hi 


Rezone: Questions asked 
about Fresno developer 


Continued from Page A1 

independent source that part of 
the questioning was about Bona- 
delle. 

Sorensen was on trial last 
summer on charges of racketeer- 
ing, extortion and money laun- 
dering. The trial ended when So- 
rensen pleaded guilty to 
extortion and obstruction of jus- 
tice. 

At the time, then U.S. Attor- 
ney Charles J. Stevens said the 
agreement by Sorensen to coop- 
erate with the government in re- 
turn for a lighter sentence would 
aid investigators. 

“We anticipate that well get 
additional information and addi- 
tional leads that we can use to 
further fuel, at least the Clovis 
side of the investigation and per- 
haps even the Fresno side of the 
investigation,” Stevens said in 
June 1996. 

In recent weeks, agents re- 
quested documents related to 
two Clovis housing projects de- 
veloped by Bonadelle’s son, John 
A Bonadelle, and his son-in-law, 
Jerry DeYoung, according to ClOv 
vis'City Clerk Mike Prandini. 

“Two agents have visited City 
Hall on more than one occasion 
in the last month,* a Clovis City 
Hall source said. 

Agents have also recently 
questioned a Clovis City Council 
member arid a friend of Bona- 
delle’s. 

Clovis City Council Member 
Tom Steams said he was ques- 
tioned a few weeks ago hy an 
FBI agent working on Operation 
Rezone. 

Steams said the conversation 
centered on Bonadelle and his 


1 al charges and is awaiting sen* 

J tenting. j 

Stearns was re-elected in 
March. ' 

In addition to conducting in- 
terviews; FBI agents have be- 
come mors visible at Clovis City 
Hall in recent weeks. 

Prandini said ( the FBI re- 
quested city records pertaining 
to two WestCaL Inc. develop- 
ments. Bonadelle does not have 
an interest in WestCal, but the 
home-building business is owned 
by Bonadelle’s son and DeYoung. 

I “They requested information 
regarding staff reports and coun- 
cil minutes regarding a Peach 
Avenue project south of Alluvial 
and a project at southeast comer 
of Temperance and Bullard,* 
Prandini said | 

, DeYoung and Bonadelle Jr. did 
not return telephone calls Wed- 
nesday. / 

; pie WestCal j project near 
Peach and Alluvial avenues was 
j a 24-acre pared of land zoned for 
^“industrid^userf^ WestCal re- 
quested that the zoning be 
changed to accommodate hous- 
l mg- ■ ; 

| In the other project, WestCal 
j requested that the city allow for 
j more houses to be built on a 
j 40-acre parcel ait Bullard and 
! Temperance avenues. 

; According to city documents, 
| both projects were opposed by 
residents who live near the 


However, both projects won 
approval on a 3-2 vote, with So- 


^ jrensen, JBryant-and _fonner=Clo-= 

support. 

Steams said Bonadelle never • 

AntfiKmar mnrmmnM urith v * 


did anything inappropriate with 
me.” 

Steams lost his council seat in 
March 1992 and says Bonadelle 
and many of his allies played a 
pivotal role in his defeat Bona- 
delle, according to Steams and 
campaign records, donated to the 
successful campaigns of his chal- 
lengers, Sorensen and Glynn 
Bryant. 

Bryant, like Sorensen, re- 
signed his council seat because of 
his role with the Operation Re- 
zone investigation. 

Bryant pleaded guilty to feder- 


In an unrelated development 
case, Lawson pleaded guilty to 
mail fraud charges as part of the 
Operation Rezone investigation. 

He awaits sentencing. 

It was .Lawson, Sorensen and 
Bryant who were the controlling 
bloc on the council, often form- 
ing the majority on 3-2 votes fa- 
vorable to developers. 

Lawson lost his re-electioiKbid 
in April 1994, a month after 
news of Operation Rezone first 
broke. 
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Land-use decisions must be scrupulously 


T he federal indictment of one of the San 
Joaquin Valley's most powerful deveb 
J1 opefs on bribery and; charges relating 
to .the corruption of local land use politics 
should sound an alarm up and down 
California in communities struggling to bal- 
ance growth with the need to preserve farm- 
land, In cities such as Fresno and Clovis — 
where the federal probe has already netted 
nine convictions of city council members, lob- 
byists and planniiig consultants — it is clear 
that the local political system has been 
manipulated for extraordinary personal gain 
at the cost of public trust, , i 
These allegations againstjdeveloper John 
Bonadelle, whose family has built 15,000 
homes , in th e r ogi on since the 1950s , are 
presently jus t that: allegations. He deserves 
the presumption of innocence and the full 
„ opportunity to 'vigorously defend himself in 
~ court. Yet it is not too soon to merely read the 
details of the 30-page, 13-count indictment to 
learn of the kind of political system that any 
community she- -w . u to avoid. 

The probe vc a, ''Operation Rezone" in 

reference to a P .frA - , -area planning consul- 
tant who ^‘before he went to prison - drove a 
car with the license plate REZONE. Rezoning 
is the political decision made by cities and 
counties to convert land from one set of allow- 
able vises to another. Such changes can create 
riches. If any coalition 1 of private citizens and 
public officials manages to manipulate the 
political process so that zoning matters are 
predetermined, the result is the kind of cor- 
ruption alleged by Operation Rezone. 

Farmland on the edge of town is an enticing 
target for rezoning schemes because of the 


possible huge profits. So'Iong as the land is 
zoned as farmland outside an urban {service 
area, it has modest value, perhaps $3,000 to 
$5,000 ah acre. The same land, rezoned for 
development inside an urban service area, 
suddenly becomes many times more valuable. 

Developer Bill Tatham Jr. felt he was being 
asked for a bribe when the lobbyist t with the 
REZONE license plate told him it would 
require a $10,000 “fee" for the Clovis City 
Council to rezone his, land. Tatham com- 
plained to the FBI, which equipped him with 
a hidden microphone for his next meeting 
with the lobbyist and a city councilman. That 
lobbyist is now serving a 21 -month prison 
term andj cooperating with authorities. The 
majority of that City Council has since been 
convicted of various zoning-related crimes. 

HP he judicial system will continue to help ■ 
JL determine which allegations raised by 
Operation Rezone are true. One can't help bu- 
wonder blow many Tathams somewhere in 
California are being shaken down for money 
in exchange for a predetermined vote, but ar- 
unwilling to come forward. They have reason 
to be feaffui, given what has happened to 
Tatham. iHe has been ostracized from the loc 
business (community and suffered economic 
losses for doing the right thing by revealing '• 
law enforcement what had been the secret 
world of political corruption. 

For locally elected political leaders, making 
the right land-use decisions in a scrupulous 
fair process is plenty tough. It is up to them 
developers, the government staff and con- 
cerned citizens to ensure that these decisioj 
are not determined by money, either above 
beneath jthe table. f . _ _ * 




FBIHQ INTERROGATORY 
WHITE COLLAR CRIME PROGRAM 
PUBLIC CORRUPTION SUBPROGRAM 
SACRAMENTO DIVISION 



1) The White Collar Crime Program (WCCP) in the Sacramento 
Division is ranked as the number one program. Sacramento 
Division has listed public corruption as the number one crime 
problem within the WCCP. 

2) Sacramento Division has indicated that public corruption 
within their territory is a pervasive problem that permeates 
throughout the Legislative and Executive branches of government. 
Sacramento has developed a good intelligence base in the public 
corruption field. as evidenced by their REZONE investigation. 
Caution should be exercised by Sacramento not to rely on the 
successes of the REZONE investigation but to continue to maintain 
their good intelligence base. 

3) Sacramento's major public corruption case is summarized 
below: 


RE ZONE 

CSLPO - LOCAL LEVEL: 

00: SACRAMENTO 

This investigation, which began in 1994, addresses 
corruption within the Fresno and Clovis City, California City 
governments. Sacramento has enjoyed several successful 
prosecutions of City Councilmen in this area of California. 

Recently, on February 20, 1998, a federal grand jury 
indicted John Bonadelle, James W. Logan, and Robert C. Lung. The 
indictment alleges that Bonadelle, a prominent developer, used 
his land development company in a pattern of racketeering 
activity which included three acts of bribery, one act of mail 
fraud, and four acts of witness tampering. 

Lung, a Fresno City Council member, was charged with two 
counts of honest services mail fraud, money laundering, and 
accepting bribe money. These charges stemmed from his 
involvement of accepting bribe money from Bonadelle and Jon C. 
Thomason, another developer. Lung filed a false conflict of 
interest statement, under oath, and did not report money received 
by Bonadelle and Thomason. Lung was also charged with money 
laundering associated with the money he received by Thomason. 

James W. Logan was charged with corruptly offering and 
giving deposits at the bank in which Glynn Bryant,. Clovis City, 
California City Councilman was branch manager, with intent to 



influence Bryant in connection with an issue in front of -the. City 
Council. 

The indictment also includes forfeiture provisions of 
property worth $672,662. Approximately 14 individuals, including 
City Councilman, have been convicted in this investigation and 
other indictments are anticipated. 

4) Yes. The Public Corruption Unit is in full agreement with 
the crime problem as stated by Sacramento. 

5) Sacramento is devoting appropriate investigative personnel 
to the public corruption crime problem at the present time. PCU 
cautions that Sacramento should continue their development of a 
good intelligence base. 

6) PCU has not observed or detected any existing problems 
within Sacramento' s public corruption subprogram. PCU has 
observed innovative measures implemented by Sacramento including 
RICO charges and the initiation of an 800-corruption hotline. 

7) The PCU encourages all field divisions to continually 
examine and augment their intelligence base. There are several 
ways to accomplish this goal. 

PC investigations include legislative, regulatory, 
contractual, judicial and law enforcement corruption. An 
intelligence base should contain any individual who comes into 
contact with public officials. This includes citizens, 
businesspeople, government employees, contractors, vendors, 
citizen watchdog groups, the media, and even other public 
officials. These individuals, because of their contacts and 
associations with the public officials, frequently have knowledge 
of corruption. 

Liaison efforts will assist in ensuring agents come into 
contact with these individuals. This includes interaction with 
other squads (i.e., drug squads), other law enforcement agencies 
(local and state police), regulatory agencies, and municipal and 
state governments. The individuals within these organizations 
need to understand the FBI's mission and jurisdiction in public 
corruption matters, to ensure the information is appropriately 
disseminated. 

A detailed guide to developing an intelligence base for 
public corruption investigations is contained within the Field 
Guide for Public Corruption. 

8) PCU does not wish a face-to-face discussion of any issues 
prior to the inspection of the Sacramento Division. Any 



questions rega rding this matter s hould b e referred to Unit Chief 
PCU, Room 3149, extl 
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PRESS RELEASE i 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 20, 1998 

FEDERAL GRASP JURY INDICTS F RE SNO— AREA 
DEVELOP ER, JQHH^BONADELLE FQR HIS I EFFORT TO 

CORRECT GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AMP TAMPER WITH WITNESSES 

United States Attorney Paul L- Seave announced that a 
federal grand jury today returned an indictment in the 
investigation into public corruption in the 'Fresno /Clovis area. 
Those charged in the Indictment include John! Bonadelle, Jaimes W. 
Logan, and Robert C. Lung. 

In Count One, John Bonadelle is charged j with conducting and 
participating in the affairs of his land development company. 

Land Dynamics, through a pattern of racketeering activity*, 
Bonadelle *s racketeering activity consisted of three acts bf 
bribery, one act of mail fraud, and four acts of witness 
tampering* 

r i 

Bonadelle is also charged in three counts (Counts Two, 

Three, and Nine) of corruptly giving or offering to give 
something of value to local government officials in connection 
with the business of the government agency. .Those counts include 
the following: i 

- Bonadelle offered to give Fresno County Supervisor 
Stan oken testimony favorable to Oken in a civil action to which 
oken was a party with intent to influence Oken in connection with 
the Clovis sphere of influence issue, which was considered by, 
and was to be considered by, the Fresno County Board of 
Supervisors * 

i 

- Bonadelle gave former Fresno city ! Counci lmember , 

Robert C. Lung $ 9,800 with intent to influence Lung in connection 
with city council business, including the Cloyis sphere of 
influence issue, which was considered by, and 'was to be 
considered by, the Fresno City Council. j ' 

i 

\ , 



- Bonadelle gaye v former Clovis city Councilmember Glynn 
L. Bryant deposits at Bryant *s branch bank with intent to reward 
and influence Bryant in connection with issues concerning 
property located on the southeast corner of Bullard and 
Temperance, and property located ^on the east side of Peach and 
the south side of Alluvial, in Clovis, California. 

Bonadelle is charged in Count Pour with money laundering. 
Bonadelle is charged with routing through an intermediary the 
$9,800 he gave to Lungr 

Bonadelle is also charged with Robert -C. Lung in an honest 
services mail fraud scheme (Counts Seven and Eight) . As, set 
forth more completely in the Indictment, Bonadelle is charged 
with paying Robert C. Lung too much money for a truck, tractor, 
and other equipment* The overpayment, which exceeded $1^000, 
represented a gift to Lung from Bonadelle. The Indictment 
charges that the overpayment was given and '.received to influence 
Lung in his official actions in connection [with Fresno City 
Council business* Bonadelle and Lung are charged with filing, 
and assisting in the filing of, false conflict of interests 
statements (Statements of Economic interests) in which Lung 
stated under oath that he had received no reportable income, 
gifts, or loans other than those listed in the statement, which 
did not include the money he received from Bonadelle through an 
intermediary. ! 

\ i 

Bonadelle is also charged with four counts of witness 
tampering. The witness tampering pertains to Bonadelle efforts 
to persuade William Tatham, Jr., Jeffrey T-| Roberts, Leif C. 
Sorensen, and Glynn L. Bryant not to communicate information to 
law enforcement authorities relating to the! commission of any 
federal offense, including those committed by former Clovis City 
Councilmember Leif c* Sorensen. Sorensen pied guilty in June 
1996 to extortion under color of official right of william 
Tatham, Jr. | 

As for Robert C. Lung, he is charged with accepting money 
from John Bonadelle (Count Three) and Jon c\ Thomason (Count 
Five) , intending to be influenced and rewarded in connection with 
business of the Fresno City Council, including the Clovis sphere 
of influence issue and the Herndon Avenue access issue. 

\ 

Lung is also charged in Count Six with [money laundering, 
which pertains to a $5,000 payment he received from Thomason's 
wife. ! 

' \ 

Finally, Lung is charged in the honest [services mail 1 fraud 
scheme set forth in counts Seven and Eight with taking money from 
Jon Thomason intending to be influenced in h'is official actions 
in connection with Fresno City council business . Lung filed 
false Statements of Economic interests in vhjich he stated ; under 
oath that he had received no reportable income, gifts, or i loans 
other than those listed in the statement, whjich did not include 
the money he received from Thomason, including the money from 
Thomason's wife. 



As to the last defendant, James W. Logan is charged in Count 
Nine with corruptly offering-and. giving to Glynn L. Bryant 
deposits at the bank of which Bryant was branch manager, with 
intent to reward and influence Bryant in connection with [issues 
concerning property located on the .southeast corner of Bullard 
and Temperance, and property located on the : east side of Peach 
and the south side of Alluvial, in Clovis, California. 

Logan is alio charged in Count Thirteen with witness 
tampering of Glynn L. Bryant. 

\ 

Racketeering is a federal offense punishable by twenty years 
in prison and a $250, ooo fine. Money laundering is punishable by 
a term in prison of twenty years and a $500> 000 fine* witness 
tampering is punishable by ten years in prison and a $250,000 
fine. Mail fraud is punishable by five years in prison and a 
$250,000 fine. ■ 

In announcing the .Indictment, Mr. Seavje said, "The 
Department of Justice is committed to the eradication of ipublic 
corruption at all levels of government. Th'is latest Indictment 
focuses on two who allegedly supplied the money and one who took 
it." i 

Mr- Seave said that the investigation ! is ongoing, but 
additional suspects will not be identified by authorities. 

The case is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Internal Revenue Service. The case will be 
prosecuted by Assistant U-S. Attorneys John' K. Vincent and Mark 
L. Krotoski. 1 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Precedence: PRIORITY 

To: ■ c Cri mi na 1 _ I n ve s t i g a t i ve - 


At- t-n • 


Date: 11/04/1998 


San Francisco 


Attn: SSA 

Pub 


Attn: 


corruof Ton Unit, 
(Fax! 



SSA 


From: Sacramento 

Squad 7 

Contact: 

\A>J 

Approved By : . j 

Drafted By: | | ; jj w 

Case ID #: . 194B-SC-23790 (Pending) 

Title: REZONE; 

CSLPO - Local Level 

iW^QD S: c/° r the inforTnation of FBIHQ and the SF Division, on 
11/8/98, SC expects FGJ, EDC , Sacramento to return a “true" bill 
charging subj ects former Fresno City Councilman and former 
r Speaker of the California State Assembly BRIAN DANIEL SENTENCICH 
ence San Francisco, CA and Fresno entrepreneur ROBERT YING 
YANG, residence Fresno, CA with a number of criminal violations, 
including Bribery, Honest Service Mail Fraud, and Witness 
Tampering . 

Reference: SC EC FBIHQ, DTD., 4/1/98. Serial 361 

Administrative: Information copy of this communication is beinq 

d " e to th eir mutual investigative interest re subject 
SENTENCICH who is currently employed, as Mayor WILLIE BROWN’S 911 
Liaison Officer. . 

° n l 1 /*?/ 98 ' s 9 expects AUSA John K. Vincent to request 
^nnf S v d S ral Grand Jur y ( FGJ ) ' Eastern District of California 
(EDC) , ^Sacramento to return a “true" bill charging subjects 
former Fresno City Councilman and former Speaker of the 
California State .Assembly BRIAN DANIEL SENTENCICH, and Fresno ' ’ 


Pl 




To: 

Re: 




Criminal In^^itigative 
194B-SC-23790 


From: 


Sacramen 



entrepreneur ROBERT YING YANG, with 1 count each Bribery, 2 
counts each Honest Services Mail Fraud, and Yang with one 
additional count of Witness Tampering, all in violation Title 18, 
use, Sections 666, 2-1341 & 1346) , and 1512. Thereafter, AUSA 
will request U.S. Magistrate' to issue bench warrants, commanding 
agents to arrest both subjects SENTENCICH and YANG. 

SC requests SF to concur with SC case agents effecting 
the arrest of subject SENTENCICH (with SF’s assistance) in the 
hopes case agents might be able to obtain a statement from 
defendant SENTENCICH, while he is in custody. Subject YANG 
resides in the Fresno area, inside SC’s territory, and as such 
will be arrested by SC agents in Fresno. Also, subject YANG is 
reportedly on parole as a result of a federal bank fraud 
conviction, sustained in 1/94. 

As previously reported, to date, captioned REZONE 
investigation as resulted in twenty- two (22) individuals being 
charged in Indictments returned and/or Informations filed (some 
defendants more than once) , securing the convictions of twelve 
(12) defendants. 

SC’s most recent accomplishment occurred, on 6/12/98, 
when defendant former Fresno City Councilman ROBERT CHARLES LUNG 
plead “guilty” to two (2) counts of Honest Service Mail Fraud 
(HSMF) , and one' (1) count filing a false tax return, and agreed 
to cooperate in the ongoing RICO investigation involving 
defendants Fresno developer JOHN BONADELLE and former Fresno City 
Councilman JAMES W. LOGAN. Both subjects BONADELLE, and LOGAN, 
where charged, along with defendant .LUNG in a RICO Indictment 
returned by the FGJ, EDC, Sacramento, on February 20, 1998.. 

Trial with respect to defendants BONADELLE and LOGAN is now 
scheduled 1/26/99. 

The following is a description of subjects SENTENCICH 

and YANG: 


2 



To: ( Criminal Investigative From: 
Re:- 194B-SC-23790 


Sacramento 


Descriptive Data: 

Main Subject 
Name - 
Last : 

First : 

Middle : 

DDN, : 

Race : 

Sex: 

DOB : 

DLN : 

- SOC: 

Address - 
House # : . 
Street Name : 
Street Suffix: 
Unit : 

City: 

State: 

Postal Code: 
Address - 
House # : 

Pre Direction: 
Street Name : 
Street Suffix: 
City: 

State: 

.Postal Code: 
Phone : 

* Phone : 

Phone : 

Miscellaneous - 


SENTENCICH 

BRIAN 

DANIEL 

W 

M 

I I 

(CA) N8443084 



94109-7200 




To: 

Re: 




Criminal Im^Pstigative From 
194B- SC-23 790 


Sacramen 




Main Sub-i^rt- 
Name - 
Last : 

First : 

Middle: 

Race : 

Sex: 

DOB: 

. FOB: 

DLN : 

FBI : 

LPN: 

SOC : 

Alias (es) : 
Last: 

First: . 
Middle: 

Last : 

First : 

Middle: 

Last : 

First : 

Middle: 
Address - 
House # : 

Pre Direction: 
Street Name: 
Street Suffix: 
Unit : 

City: 

State : 

Postal Code: 
Address - 
House # : 

Pre Direction: 
Street Name: 
Street Suffix: 
Unit :, 

City: 

State: 

Postal Code: 
Phone : 

Phone : 

Phone : 


Yang 

Robert 

Ying 

A 

M 


1 

1 

Loas 

fCA) 

N92077Rfl 


| 

(CTT 

ancoi i cno 

1 1 


Yang 

Robert 


Yanq 

Ying 

Ying 

Yang 


California 
93 72 7 
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To: Criminal Iiivlfftigative From: 

Re: 194B-SC-23790 '■ 


Sacramen 



To: Criminal Investigative From: Sacrament!^ 

Re; 194B-SC-23790 

LEAD (s) : 

Set Lead 1 : 

SAN FRANCISCO 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CA 

Assist Sacramento in locating and arresting subject 
BRIAN D. > SENTENCICH as noted above. 

Set Lead 2 : 


SACRAMENTO 

AT SACRAMENTO, CA 

Will coordinate with SF the .arrest of subject BRIAN D. 
SENTENCICH as noted above. 



